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             Chicago Teachers’ Center/NEIU

        Units for Books Program

        Unit Template

An expandable version of this form is available online at www.gearupchicago.org or www.neiu.edu/~yal.

	Title of Unit: The Absolutely True Story of a Part-Time Indian
	Date Submitted:

01/11/10

	Unit Developed by: Brian Bastyr

	School:   World Language High School                                                                 
	Grade Level(s):    9th 

	When will the unit be implemented? 2/09 – 3/09

	About how many classroom hours will the unit take? Approximately 15-20

	Curriculum Areas: Reading and Language Arts

	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words) : 

Students will read the novel The Absolutely True Story of a Part-Time Indian in order to examine identity formation in adolescents.  They will respond to brief prompts; make personal connections; plan, write, and revise a persuasive paper; and prepare a persuasive in-class presentation.

	Illinois State Learning Standards to be addressed by this unit.  List the applicable learning standards.  

1.A.4b  Compare the meaning of words and phrases and use analogies to explain the relationships among them.

1.B.4a  Preview reading materials, clarify meaning, analyze overall themes and coherence, and relate reading with information from other sources.

1.B.4b  Analyze, interpret and compare a variety of texts for purpose, structure, content, detail and effect.

1.B.4c  Read age-appropriate material with fluency and accuracy.

1.C.4a  Use questions and predictions to guide reading.

1.C.4b  Explain and justify an interpretation of a text.

1.C.4e  Analyze how authors and illustrators use text and art to express and emphasize their ideas (e.g., imagery, multiple points of view).

2.A.4a  Analyze and evaluate the effective use of literary techniques (e.g., figurative language, allusion, dialogue, description, symbolism, word choice, dialect) in classic and contem​porary literature representing a variety of forms and media.

2.A.4b  Explain relationships between and among literary elements including character, plot, setting, theme, conflict and resolution and their influence on the effectiveness of the literary piece.

2.A.4d  Describe the influence of the author’s language structure and word choice to convey the author’s viewpoint.

2.B.4c  Discuss and evaluate motive, resulting behavior and consequences demonstrated in literature.

3.A.4  Use standard English to edit docu​ments for clarity, subject/verb agreement, adverb and adjective agreement and verb tense; proofread for spelling, capitalization and punctuation; and ensure that documents are formatted in final form for submission and/or publication.

3.B.4a  Produce documents that exhibit a range of writing techniques appropriate to purpose and audience, with clarity of focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence.

3.C.4b  Using available technology, produce compositions and multimedia works for specified audiences.

4.A.4b  Apply listening skills in practical settings (e.g., classroom note taking, inter​personal conflict situations, giving and receiving directions, evaluating persuasive messages).

4.B.4a  Deliver planned informative and persuasive oral presentations using visual aids and contemporary technology as individuals and members of a group; demonstrate organi​zation, clarity, vocabulary, credible and accurate supporting evidence.

4.B.4c  Use strategies to manage or overcome communication anxiety and appre​hension (e.g., developed outlines, notecards, practice).

5.B.4a  Choose and evaluate primary and secondary sources (print and nonprint) for a variety of purposes.

	Teacher’s Focus Question: As a teacher, what aspect of your own instructional practice will you be examining or testing out in this unit?  What is your goal and how will you know if you have succeeded?  

As the main goal of adolescence is to form an adult identity, I want my students to understand the psychological process of identity development.   Students will read about the identity development of the book's protagonist.  Besides taking a look at leading researchers on identity development and moral reasoning, we'll students will explore their own sense of identity and moral development.



	Rigor, Relationship, and Relevance We believe that successful high schools have three elements in common.  The schools set high academic standards and provide rigorous instruction paired with meaningful support so that all students can meet those high standards.  Teachers build trusting relationships with students and take steps to build community within their classrooms.  They take an interest in students’ lives, drawing on their real-world experiences and current understandings to build new knowledge.  Teachers make school relevant to students, showing them the connections between success in school and their plans for the future. (What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools, 2007. Consortium on Chicago School Research).  We have divided this template into three sections to support your planning to include the new 3Rs.

	Academic Rigor

	Enduring Understandings What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?

1. Students will learn how to explain the key task of adolescent development.

2. Students will recognize the impact of individual decisions on consequent events.

3. Students will understand the value of reflecting on one’s own decisions and decision-making process. 

4. Students will learn and understand the stages of the writing process.

5. Students will understand who and what shapes their identity.



	Essential Questions What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?

1. What role do external factors play in identity development?

2. How can individuals seek to determine their own life trajectory?

3. How does one persuade others of their point of view?



	Knowledge and Skill What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit? How will your students use higher order thinking skills?

1. Students will develop their ability to understand vocabulary using context clues.

2. Students will learn how to analyze texts and connect issues that arise in them to real life experiences.

3. Students will continue to develop their reading comprehension skills.

4. Students will recognize and interpret various literary devices.

5. Students will continue practicing making inferences about characters and their motivations.

6. Students will analyze the results of decisions made in literature and life.

7. Students will learn how to effectively research using available technology.

8. Students will learn how to comprehensively outline a paper.

9. Students will learn how to write a persuasive paper.

10. Students will practice presentation skills and persuasive techniques.

	Assessment Evidence/Instruments How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.

The College Readiness Standards will serve as the basis for assessment.  Daily assessment of work and progress will be done and the final paper and presentation will be scored using a rubric.  In addition, quizzes will be given to monitor comprehension and homework completion.

	Learning Activities List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.

1. Frequent freewriting activities.

2. Prewriting activities.

3. Multiple in-class essays.

4. Analytical questions.

5. Group decision-making

6. Various brainstorms.

7. Guided and independent reading.

8. Sensory notes.

9. Grammar, punctuation, and writing organization practice.

10. Group problem-solving.

11. Cause and effect recognition and analysis.

12. Quotations explained activities.

13. Vocabulary development activities.

14. Researching a social issue

15. Persuasive paper writing.

16. Revising and editing practice.

17. Presentation development.

18. Presentations.



	Differentiating Instruction In what ways does the unit respond to students’ different learning styles or multiple intelligences? What modifications are made for students with special needs? ELL students?

Students will benefit from oral reading and scanned books, modified assessments, group-work activities, technology integration, and mixed-ability pairings.

	Relevance

	How does the unit relate to students’ lives, skills, cultures, language, and background knowledge? How does the unit show students the relevance of their work in school to their future lives?

Exploring Indian identity, both self and tribal, Alexie's first young adult novel is a semiautobiographical chronicle of Arnold Spirit, aka Junior, a Spokane Indian from Wellpinit, WA. The bright 14-year-old was born with water on the brain, is regularly the target of bullies, and loves to draw. He expects disaster when he transfers from the reservation school to the rich, white school in Reardan, but soon finds himself making friends . . . Meeting his old classmates on the court, Junior grapples with questions about what constitutes one's community, identity, and tribe. Reluctant readers can even skim the pictures and construct their own story based exclusively on Forney's illustrations. The teen's determination to both improve himself and overcome poverty, despite the handicaps of birth, circumstances, and race, delivers a positive message in a low-key manner. —Chris Shoemaker, New York Public Library  



	Relationship

	How does the unit build, support, and draw from a trusting classroom community? 

This book examines identity development from the perspective of an adolescent. My students are eager to read material that they can connect with but have a very difficult time with material that seems irrelevant to them.  They have shown an interest in reading about books written from the perspectives of other children.
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