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	Title:  Who’s In?  Who’s Out?  Challenging our perceptions



	Guiding Question/Issue:  Who’s In?  Who’s Out?  Exploring concepts of the outsider and insider through the YAL book, Al Capone Does My Shirts, and teacher generated learning centers.

	Subject Area(s) Addressed

Main & Integration Areas
Language Arts, Reading, Social Studies and Technology


	Grade Level(s)
6th-8th

	Length of Unit (# of days)
20



	Goals and Standards (Only the # needed to

 indicate IL standard, i.e., IL IV-A)

1.A.3a, 1.b.3a, 1.B.3b, 1.B.3c, 1.B.3d, 1.C,3a,

1.C.3b, 1.C.3c, 2.B.3a, 2.B.3c, 3.A.3a, 3.B.3a,

3.C.3b., 4.B.3a, 4.B.3b, 5.A.3a, 5.A.3b, 

5.b.3b., 5.C.3a, 
	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., 

Chicago Reading Initiative elements, CMSI, 

national content area standards, etc.)


	Social/Affective Goals & Objectives (for group/class development & individual)
Commonalities, cliques, societal “in’s” and “out’s”, strengths and weaknesses will all be

explored during this unit.



	Abstract (about 25-50 words)

During Who’s In?  Who’s Out?  our explorations will take us into the world of perceptions—both

our own and on a societal level.  Using the book, Al Capone Does My Shirts, the learner will 

make connections to themes of disability, being an outsider, imprisonment, achieving dreams, as

a full inquiry study.


	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students
See above

	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application
See above

	Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc)  Tech, arts and experiential integration.  Menus that offer tiered assignments and choice according to learning style, small group format for better management of inquiry and reading groups.


	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?)
Focus on literacy activities.  Book and alternate text are of high interest.  Strategies for “chunking” literature and source articles off the web.  



	Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives

One of the most important aspects of this unit is for the learner to find first hand accounts of the “outside” group/ person written directly from that perspective.


	Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction
Inclusion of menus and small group study.  All assignments may be modified and extended as

Per each child’s individual needs and/ or IEP.



	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master
TSW work independently and in small group.  TSW develop a question for successful inquiry.  TSW understand and present one facet of our inquiry into perspective.



	List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form)


	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics, and attach them if possible)
Small group assessment, completion of menu, presentation of inquiry findings/ connections, chapter tests from our YAL book, final project as listed on Menu, participation in group discussions.



	Resources/Materials Required
Computers with internet connection, pre-selected sites supporting the learners’ inquiry, first person accounts in the areas of gangs, gangsters, disability and autism, Alcatraz—prisoners, families, warden, etc.  
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