NEIU Chicago Teachers’ Center

Lesson Plan Template
	Title of Lesson Plan/Activity:

Planning for a Scheme’s Success

	Brief Description/Overview: (25-50 words)
In this project, students will explore the factors that make businesses, like the laundry scheme dreamed up by Piper in Al Capone Does My Shirts, worthwhile. Students will create a business plans based on the laundry scheme and determine if it is a profitable endeavor.

	Subject Area(s) Addressed 
Main & Integration Areas

Language Arts, Math, Technology, Social Studies
	Grade Level(s)

Middle school grades, especially targeted towards Grade 7
	Length of Unit (# of days)

3 weeks

	Goals and Standards (Only the # needed indicate IL or CAS standard; IL IV-A)
Illinois Learning Standards (ILS)

LA 5A and 5C

Math 6A, 6B, and 6D 

Social Studies 15A, 15D, and 15E
	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., Chicago Reading Initiative elements, CMSI, national content area standards, etc.):
National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS*S)
3-1 and 3-2, 5-1, and 6-2

	Student Grouping (e. g., whole class, small groups, etc.)
Students will work in small groups, usually with four members. The roles taken by each group member will include:
· Numbers Cruncher – the person responsible for ensuring all math is correct.

· Recorder – the person who takes notes on all discussions and decisions.

· Tech person – the person who created the spreadsheets and documents for the project.

· Editor – the person who checks all work produced for correct spelling and grammar.

All students will work together to create the final product, a document with embedded spreadsheet, and are responsible for working as a team to complete the project.

	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master
Student will learn the following procedures:
· Develop research skill to locate meaningful, accurate information on the Internet.

· Learn Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel features, such as formulas, functions, formatting, templates  

· Create a business plan, using marketing, finance, and economic concepts.

Student will learn the following concepts:

· Understanding how profit is made is essential to successful businesses.
· Recognize the impact of economic climate on business success.

· Analyze the factors that affect success and failure in business plans.



	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students

Our students come from households on the lower end of the economic scale. Many of them have parents who immigrated to the United States in search of better economic status. The students relate to the need to understand how they can personally control how the economy affects them.



	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application

Although current US economic conditions are much better than those found in the book Al Capone Does My Shirts, the economy still impacts the lives of our students. Many of them come from economically struggling homes where changes in the economy can threaten the stability of their lives. If our students are to rise above the poverty line, they need to understand how the economy affects their lives and to understand how business is planned and conducted in the United States.



	Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc)

This lesson will use the following instructional strategies:

· Collaborative work in team

· Par/share edits

· Technology integration through use of Microsoft Excel and Internet Explorer

· Role-playing


	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed? How will students’ second language be developed?)
This lesson will support the use of students’ first languages by using:

· Webliography that includes site in students first language

· Online bilingual dictionary and thesaurus 

· Submission of work in student’s first language



	Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives

This lesson will support the use of multiple perspectives by:

· Allowing students to assume a variety of roles in the project

· Facilitating differing viewpoints and opinions



	Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction

This lesson will include the following strategies for inclusion/differentiated instruction:

1. Collaborative teams composed of members with varying ability

2. Peer tutoring

3. Student roles that require different talents and skills


	Describe Procedure(s) for Conducting Activity (Teacher Procedures)
1. The teacher will facilitate a discussion on Piper’s scheme to have their classmates pay to have Al Capone launder their shirts (p. 75). 
2. The teacher will divide the students into groups of four and have each student take on one of the following roles in addition to contributing to the project:

· Fact Checker

· Editor

· Writer

· Accountant

3. The teacher will assign the student teams a graphic organizer to complete with the following:
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Product
· Place

· Price

· Promotion

· Profit

4. The teacher will facilitate a discussion on how businesses are created with a good idea and a business plan. The teacher will review the parts of a business plan and relate them to the graphic organizer. The teacher will encourage the students to think of a good business idea and elicit examples from the class.
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The teacher assign the student teams a graphic organizer to complete with the information on their product:

· Product

· Place

· Price

· Promotion

· Profit

6. The student will complete a profit and loss spreadsheet that will list the costs of the product, the selling price, and the profit at various levels of sales.
7. The students will chart their profit and loss statement.

8. The students will create an electronic presentation, web site, or publication that highlights what they have learned.



	Describe Student Procedure(s) for Including Timing (A “How-To” for students that they would understand)
The student will complete the following assignments:
· Piper’s Scheme Graphic Organizer

· My Business Graphic Organizer

· My Business Profit & Loss Spreadsheet and Chart

· My Reflection on What I Learned



	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics)

To assess the project, the teachers use the rubric on the following page.


	Resources/Materials Required

Graphic Organizer

Teacher-created Webliography

Teacher-created templates

Internet access

Software, including Internet Explorer, MS Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Publisher).




	Building A Structure : Planning for a Scheme's Success
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Teacher Name: Ms. Kane 


Student Name:     ________________________________________________________________


	


	CATEGORY 
	Expert 
	Proficient 
	Emerging 
	Beginning 

	Product 
	Choice of the product for the business plan shows a great of imagination and understanding of the target market. 
	Choice of the product for the business plan shows imagination and understanding of the target market. 
	Choice of the product for the business plan shows some imagination and understanding of the target market. 
	Choice of the product for the business plan does not show any imagination and understanding of the target market. 

	Profit & Loss Spreadsheet and Chart 
	The profit & loss spreadsheet and chart is completely accurate and highly attractive. 
	The profit & loss spreadsheet and chart is accurate and attractive. 
	The profit & loss spreadsheet and chart is mostly accurate and easy to understand. 
	The profit & loss spreadsheet and chart is not accurate and/or difficult to understand. 

	Data Gathering 
	Accurate information was gathered from several sources in a systematic manner. 
	Accurate information was gathered from a couple of sources in a systematic manner. 
	Accurate information was gathered from a couple of sources but not systematically. 
	Information was gathered from only one source and/or information not accurate. 
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