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	Title:   “Bring out your dead!”:  Yellow fever and other disasters that test the human condition

	Guiding Question/Issue:

· Social science:  What factors determine how protected I am from disaster?
· Science:  How do the behaviors of humans affect the balance between disease and the world I live in?
· Literature/Language Arts:  What can past disasters teach about my life today?


	Subject Area(s) Addressed

Main & Integration Areas
Fever 1793:
· CRI

· Use of historical fiction

· What gets covered in our history texts?  Why isn’t this?

An American Plague:

· Teaching of difficult expository texts
· Use of primary documents
· Frontloading, frontloading, frontloading


	Grade Level(s)
End of second semester, 7th grade


	Length of Unit (# of days)
25 days

	Goals and Standards (Only the # needed to indicate IL standard, i.e., IL IV-A)

Language Arts:

· 1.C.3c – Compare, contrast and evaluate ideas and information from various sources and genres

· 2.B.3a – Response to literary material from personal, creative and critical points of view

· 2.B.3c – Analyze how characters in literature deal with conflict, solve problems and relate to real-life situations

· 3.B.3a – produce documents that convey a clear understanding and interpretation of ideas and information, and display focus, organization, elaboration and coherence

· 4.B.3a – Deliver planned oral presentations using language and vocabulary appropriate to the purpose, message and audience; provide details and supporting information that clarify main ideas; and use visual aids and contemporary technology as support

· 5.C.3a – Plan, compose, edit and revise documents that synthesize new meaning gleaned from multiple sources

Science:

· 12.B.3b – Compare and assess features of organisms for their adaptive, competitive and survival potentials (e.g., appendages, reproductive rates, camouflage, defensive structures)

· 13.A.3b --  Analyze historical and contemporary cases which the work of science has been affected by both valid and biased scientific practices
· 13.B.3f -- Apply classroom-developed criteria to determine the effects of polices on local science and technology issues (e.g., energy consumption, water quality)
Social Science:

· 14.C.3 – Compare historical issues involving rights, roles and status of individuals in relation to municipalities, states and the nation

· 14.D.3 – Describe roles and influences of individuals, groups and media in shaping current Illinois and United States public policies 

· 16.A.3b – Make inferences about historical events and eras using historical maps and other historical sources

· 16.A.3c – Identify the differences between historical facts and interpretation

· 16.D.3w – Identify the origins and analyze consequences of events that have shaped world social history, including famines, migrations, plagues, slave trading


	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., 

Chicago Reading Initiative elements, CMSI, 

National content area standards, etc.)
· Comprehension

· Writing

· Word Knowledge

· Fluency




	Social/Affective Goals & Objectives (for group/class development & individual)
· Students will be able to read and understand primary source documents to be shared and used collaboratively in the development of group projects

· Students will be able to demonstrate learning through multiple modalities at both an individual and group level
· Students will gain an awareness of how history is impacted by those who are allowed to write (or otherwise document) historical events
· Students will demonstrate their understanding of the connection between historical events and current implications on a personal level (i.e., creation of individual disaster response plans)

	Abstract (about 25-50 words)
In this hands-on, interactive multi-disciplinary unit, students will explore the connection between historical fiction, historical fact and current events as they relate to diseases, disasters and the environment.  Students use multiple modalities to create knowledge artifacts based on historical and contemporary primary sources.  Literacy foci will include vocabulary in context, revising and editing for specific audiences, reading and understanding difficult expository text, and demonstrating oral fluency through group presentations.


	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students

Content ties into current events which are affecting people and communities relevant to students.
Stories of survival are of heightened relevance in this day and age.


	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application
Content ties into current events which are affecting people and communities relevant to students.
Stories of survival are of heightened relevance in this day and age.


	Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc)

Arts Integration – Tableaux Vivant; 

Experiential (Adventure) Education – 



	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?)
First Language: Research culturally and linguistically congruent primary source documents to support areas under study
Second Language:  (See above)


	Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives
· R.A.F.T.
· Individualized Disaster Survival Plans based on group study of current disaster, disease or plague

· Primary source documents used to frontload topics discussed in anchor text

· Analysis of biographies of significant historical characters in anchor text to further develop an understanding of an individual’s roles in history

	Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction
Fever audio cassette for ELL & LD for reading students
Individual or group work options

Activities focus on multiple modalities
Instruction materials at a range of readability

	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master
Development of a disaster Biography           Identify differences between historical fact and interpretation
Development of personal survival plans       Strategies for processing difficult text
Prosody and oral fluency                               Use of primary sources

	List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form)
See unit plan and unit theme map attached.


	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics, and attach them if possible)
See unit plan attached


	Resources/Materials Required
Audio clips, TBA
Movie clips, TBA
Fever, Class set; Fever audio cassette
Internet access
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