IMMIGRATION GLOSSARY

Alien - A foreign-born resident who has not been naturalized and is still a subject or citizen of a foreign country.

Day laborer - One who does short-term (even daily or hourly) work, often with undocumented immigration status.

Green Card - A permit allowing an immigrant to live and work indefinitely in the U.S.


Immigrant - A person who enters and usually becomes established in a region or country where one is not a native.

INS - Immigration and Naturalization Service, the United States government bureau charged with enforcing immigration law.
Migrant - A person who moves from one country, place or locality to another.

Refugee - One who flees to a foreign country or power to escape danger or persecution.


Sweatshop - Workplaces, usually industrial, that often operate under unsafe and illegal working conditions.
Undocumented immigrant - A person who comes to a country without the legal permission of its government. The expression "illegal alien" is considered a negative.
Xenophobia - (pronounced zee-no-FO-bee-ah; from the Greek: xeno: stranger; phobia: fear) Fear and hatred of strangers and foreigners.
IMMIGRATION
TIMELINE

	1492
	Genocide of indigenous peoples begins with Christopher Columbus' arrival in the Americas.


	  1619
	First shipload of 20 indentured African slaves arrives in Jamestown, Virginia.


	1654
	First Jewish immigrants to the New World (originating from Brazil) settle in New Amsterdam.


	1717
	An Act of Parliament in England legalizes transportation of criminals to work in American colonies as punishment.


	1718 
	Large-scale Scottish and Irish immigration begins, with most settling in New England, Maryland and Pennsylvania.


	1790 
	Naturalization Act: citizenship denied to "nonwhites."

	1807 
	The U.S. Congress says it is illegal to import African slaves.


	1845 
	A Nativist political party is founded. Ten years later, a similar anti-immigrant "Know-Nothing" political party reaches its peak of support.

	1848 
	Following the Mexican-American War, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo gives former Mexican lands to the United States in what is now Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Texas and Utah. Mexican Americans lose land to Anglos by both legal and illegal means. 


	1849 
	Discovery of gold in California lures people from all over the world, including many from China, to work mining claims.


	1860 
	New York becomes the largest Irish city in the world, with 203,760 Irish-born citizens.


	1863 
	President Lincoln signs the Emancipation Proclamation into law, ratifying the freedom of slaves in the U.S.


	1882 
	Chinese Exclusion Act: Chinese laborers are denied citizenship and entry into the U.S.


	1891 
	Immigration Act establishes the Bureau of Immigration and the first comprehensive law for immigration control, directing the deportation of aliens unlawfully in the U.S.

	1905 
	Japanese and Korean Exclusion League is formed by organized labor to protest the influx of "coolie" labor and a perceived threat to living standards of American workers.

	1909 
	Halladjian Ruling: federal government re-classifies Armenians from Asiatics to Caucasians: "...They [Armenians] learned a little bit more English than the Japanese did and they look more American..."

	1910 
	Mexican Revolution sends thousands of peasants to the U.S. border seeking safety and employment.


	1917 
	Immigration Act: Mexicans are exempted from anti-immigration laws so that they can provide labor.


	1918 
	Passport Act prevents arrival and departure without documentation. Anarchists Act provides for the deportation of alien "radicals."

	1921 
	Emergency Immigration Restriction Law introduces a quota system that favors northern and western Europeans.


	1922 
	Ozawa Ruling: Japanese immigrant, Takao Ozawa, challenges the Supreme Court saying he qualified for citizenship but was denied because he was not "Caucasian."

	1923 
	Repatriation Act offers Filipinos transportation back to the Philippines if they promise to never come back to the U.S.

	

	1924 
	Immigration and Naturalization Act imposes the first permanent numeric limits on immigration. The category of "Entry without Inspection" is created, officially labeling those who cross U.S. borders without immigration documents. 
The U.S. Border Patrol is created, in large part to control Chinese immigration to the U.S. across the U.S.-Mexico border.


	1940 
	Bracero Program (1942-1964) provides temporary residence permits to bring Mexican workers to farmland due to labor shortage because of World War II, but it provides no means for permanent residence or any labor protections, housing guarantees or rights to bring family members.

	1942 
	Large-scale Puerto Rican immigration begins as people try to escape crushing poverty on the island, only to find similar conditions in New York.

	1945 
	McCarran-Walter Immigration and Naturalization Act extends token immigration quotas to Asian nations for support during World War II.

	1952 
	Cuban Refugee Airlift begins; Cubans are admitted under special quotas.


President Johnson signs the Immigration Act, which eliminates race, creed and nationality as a basis for admission to the U.S. As soon as the old quota system is removed, non-European immigration levels rise.

	1965 
	Responding to a wave of Cuban Refugees coming to the U.S. on the "Freedom Flotilla," the Refugee Act systematizes processes for refugees and codifies asylum status.

	1980 
	More than 250 churches provide "sanctuary" to Salvadoran and Guatemalan refugees.


	1982 
	Immigration Reform and Control Act imposes employer sanctions, making it illegal for employers to hire undocumented workers and, for the first time, a crime to work without immigration authorization. It also increases border enforcement.

	1990 
	Immigration Act increases legal immigration ceilings by 40 percent; triples employment-based immigration, which emphasizes skills; creates a diversity admissions category; and establishes temporary protected status for those jeopardized by armed conflict or natural disasters in their native countries.

	1996 
	Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (popularly known as "welfare reform") ends many forms of cash and medical assistance for most legal immigrants and other low-income individuals. 
Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) expands INS enforcement operations, eliminates basic rights of due process for immigrants and cuts down on avenues for immigrants to legalize their status. 
Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act groups provisions regarding immigrants with those designed to curb terrorism, including a new court to hear cases of alien deportation based on secret evidence submitted in the form of classified information.

	 
	


