There is no one way to do Literature Circles
Harvey Daniels, by far, is the leading author and expert on Literature Circles. There are other researchers and authors who have also placed their stamp on the field of Literature Circles. Several organizations have included Literature Circles in their curriculum but, because of copyright infringement, have changed the names of the roles but the responsibilities are pretty much the same.  
The following chart is a provided so that you can fill in the role titles that work best with your school while being aware of how they change by author.

Role Designations for Literature Circles

	Harvey Daniels
	Jim Burke
	America’s Choice
	Kaplan 

	Connector 
	Connector 
	
	

	Questioner 
	
	
	

	Literary Luminary
	Illuminator 
	
	

	Illustrator 
	Illustrator 
	
	

	Summarizer 
	Summarizer 
	
	

	Researcher 
	
	
	

	Word Wizard
	Word Watcher
	
	

	Scene Setter
	
	
	

	
	Discussion Director
	
	


Roles and Responsibilities
Harvey Daniels

	Connector 
	Find the connections between the book and students and between the book and the wider world. May also see connections between this book and other writings on the same topic or by the same author.

	Questioner 
	Write down a few questions that you have about this part of the book. Try to notice what you are wondering while you read and jot down some of those questions.

	Literary Luminary
	Locate a few special sections or quotations in the text for the group to talk about. Make a note why you picked the selection or quote. Jot down some plans for how they should be shared.

	Illustrator 
	Good readers make pictures in their minds as they read. This is a chance to share some of your own images and visions. Draw, sketch, cartoon, diagram, flowchart, or stick-figure the scene. Any kind of drawing or graphic is okay. Labels are fine, if needed.

	Summarizer 
	Prepare a brief summary of the day’s reading. Give a quick gist – the key points, the main high-lights, the essence of the reading selection. You can bullet point them if there are several.

	Researcher 
	Dig up some background information on any topic related to your book. This is not a research report! The idea is to find some information or material that helps the group understand the book better. Investigate something that really interests you.

	Word Wizard
	The words a writer chooses are an important ingredient of the author’s craft. Be on the lookout for a few words that have special meaning in the selection. If you find words that are puzzling or unfamiliar, mark them while you are reading, then later jot down the definition

	Scene Setter
	When you are reading a book where characters move around a lot and the scene changes frequently, it is important for everyone to know where things are happening and how the setting may have changed. Carefully track where the action takes place.


Getting Started with Literature Circles
The Eleven Key Ingredients

1. Students choose their own reading materials 

2. Small temporary groups are formed, based upon book choice

3. Different groups read different books 

4. Groups meet on a regular, predictable schedule to discuss their reading

5. Kids use written or drawn notes to guide both their reading and discussion 

6. Discussion topics come from the students

7. Group meetings aim to be open, natural conversations about books, so personal connections, digressions, and open-ended questions are welcome 

8. In newly-forming groups, students may play a rotating assortment of task roles 

9. The teacher serves as a facilitator, not a group member or instructor

10. Evaluation is by teacher observation and student self-evaluation 

11. A spirit of playfulness and fun pervades the room. 

12. When books are finished, readers share with their classmates, and then new groups form around new reading choices. (Daniels, 2002)
Four Ways of Starting Lit Circles

1. Quick training for experienced readers and collaborators (all grades).

2. Training using a whole-class novel and Post-it notes (elementary).

3. Training using a short story, novel sets, and response logs (high school).

4. Training using short stories, a novel, ad role sheets (elementary).

Good Lit Circle Training must:
1. Explain – let kids hear how this activity works and why it is important.

2. Demonstrate – provide live or videotaped examples, by kids or adults.

3. Practice – help kids try out a variety of approaches.

4. Debrief – ask kids to notice and catalog effective procedures.

5. Refine – provide ongoing training through mini-lessons and coaching.
