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	Title of Unit:  

Crossing Personal Borders: Using Thematic Units within Literature Circles for the Secondary Classroom
	Date Submitted:


	Unit Developed by: Beverly Rowls
	

	Book Titles: 
Ask Me No Questions  by Marina Budhos

Call Me Maria  by Judith Ortiz Cofer

La Línea  by Ann Jaramillo

From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun   by Jacqueline Woodson
	

	Contact Information: 312-563-7194 / b-rowls@neiu.edu
	

	Approximate # of Hours Spent to Develop Unit: 
	

	Grade Level(s):    8 - 10
	

	Curriculum Areas: 

English/Language Arts

Social Science
	

	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words) :   

     Which characteristics make it possible for us to survive the many borders we must cross before leaving this existence? Crossing from childhood into young adulthood is often challenging and seems to last a lifetime. This thematic unit will examine the characteristics four young people displayed as they learned to overcome the obstacles present in their worlds. 

     Students need to read a book for fun. As adults, we like to read, then run and talk about the great book we just finished! Literature Circles are a way to help students enter this adult realm. They can regain or obtain an enjoyment for reading through discussion with their classmates. 

     Please join me as we examine crossing personal borders through the use of Literature Circles in the high school classroom. 
	

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)
-Who I am and who I am becoming are more important than acquiring all the riches in the world.
-The most important thing I can do is learn to love and accept my differences and to accept the differences of others.
-As I strive to respect myself, I will also learn to respect others.

-I am constantly changing and growing as a human being.

-Internalize the following poem: “Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your playing small does not serve the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.”

By Marianne Williamson from A Return To Love: Reflections on the Principles of A Course in Miracles

	

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)
-Who am I? Who are you? What makes us unique and what makes us the same?

-How does family shape who I will become?

-How do I learn to recognize, and then accept, the character traits that separate me from others as well as those that bind me to them? 
-How do I decide which traits to embrace and which ones to discard?
-Which character traits must I internalize in order to accept myself and others as I move toward adulthood?
-How do I learn to overcome the obstacles life puts in my way?
	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit?)
-Interpret the effect of authors’ decisions regarding 
word choice, content, and literary elements upon the 
text

-Build, evaluate, and extend text interpretations through collaboration with others

-Analyze overall themes and discover coherence

-Ask open-ended questions to improve critical thinking skills

-Explain how specific elements and techniques (dialect, setting, vocabulary) enhance characterization

-Make connections between text and culture

-Engage in literary discussions (conflict, resolution, 
realism, etc)
-Explore character change as a result of conflict and resolution in the plot

-Write a narrative account that establishes a context, 

creates a point of view, and develops a focused, 

powerful impression OR
-Design and present a project (written report, graphics, visuals, etc) that: engages the audience’s interest, 
establishes and maintains a focus, effectively 
communicates the intended message, cites or credits 

sources appropriately; and uses self, peer, or teacher feedback, where appropriate)
-Use available technology
-Analyze how thoughts and emotions affect decision 

making and responsible behavior

-Set priorities in building on strengths and identifying 

areas for improvement

-Use conversation skills to understand others’ feelings 

and perspectives

-Demonstrate respect for individuals from different 

social and cultural groups

-Evaluate personal abilities to gather information, 

generate alternatives, and anticipate the consequences 

of decisions

	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)
Anecdotal records
Observation guides/interviews

Graphic organizers, written responses, artwork, journals and other work samples
Final project – (group or individual) written report, graphics, visuals, multi-media presentation, theatrical production, drama, poetry, diagram, tri-fold board, maps, round table discussion, radio show
Student-teacher designed rubrics

Learning Activities: 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)
Roles and responsibilities of participants in Literature Circles
Graphic organizers used to identify character traits
Journaling to respond to literature
Discussing to respond to literature
	

	Required materials/resources requested from GEAR-UP:

· Attach a Standards-Based Weekly Lesson Plan for each week of the Unit.
· Attach a Lesson Plan for one day of the Unit.
· Attach a unit syllabus for the duration of the unit.
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