Presentation Workshop Agenda:  The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing
 Activity 1:  Pre-reading
Directions:  As a group, select one of the following questions and respond to it on the paper provided.
      1.  What are people willing to do to others to make themselves comfortable?
           (Example:  Purchase goods manufactured in sweat shops)
      2.  What do we do today that will look abhorrent to future generations?
           (Example:  Lack of stewardship for the environment)
Activity 2:  Text to real world situations
Issues found in the novel:
*The original 13 colonies were violators, not upholders of human rights.
*Some of society's best dressed and most educated commit atrocities.
*Based on their experiences, children accept their circumstances as universal.
*Race plays a role in the ability of America's children to succeed.
*Many believe government acts incompetently and against the best interests of its citizens, yet do not challenge governing bodies.
Directions:  As a group, give examples of these issues as found in the novel and in today's world.
Example
Issue                                    Novel                                     Today's World
Some of society's                Novanglian College             Mortgage Meltdown
best dressed and                owns slaves
most educated
commit atrocities   

 

