More Ways to Deeper Reading

I encourage you to buy Deeper Reading by Kelly Gallagher (Stenhouse, 2004) for a more complete, contextualized explanation of these strategies.
Twenty Questions.  Ask students to generate 20 questions after reading the first chapter of any challenging text.  Encourage students to find answers as they continue reading.

Focus Groups.  Groups reading the same book are each given a different focus, such as:  Use of setting, evidence of foreshadowing, use of language, major and minor conflicts, major and minor themes. major and minor symbols.  Or ask each group to follow a different character through the story.
Trouble Slips.  Cut scrap paper into bookmark-size strips.  Have students make notes on the trouble slips indicating words and passages that are confusing.  Students can line up the trouble slip with the page and use arrows to show troubling parts.  Good homework assignment that can be used to generate small group discussion the following day.

Sentence Starters.  Have students complete the sentence, “I didn’t understand…” in their reading logs.  Other options:  “I noticed…”  “I wondered…”  “I’m not sure…” 

“I’d like to know…” “I was reminded of…”  “If I were…” etc.

Say/Mean Chart.  On the left side of the chart, students record what the passage says; on the right hand side, what they think it means (similar to double-entry journal).

Multi-Layered Time Lines.  Include in a timeline what happened, questions that arise from what happened, and predictions for what will happen next supported by evidence from the text. [For Octavian, the multiple layers could be what happens in the novel, historical events included in the novel, and how the historical events impact the lives of the characters].
Literary Dominoes.  Students create a graphic organizer demonstrating how certain events in the book cause later events to happen.

Double Entry Journals Plus.  On the left side of the journal, students record quotes from the text they find interesting.  On the right side, they write a response.  At the bottom of the page, students leave space to record notes from the group conversation as each student shares his or her journal entry.

Mystery Envelopes.  Hand each group a “mystery envelope” with a question inside for the group to answer.   Sample question:  What is the single most important word in this chapter? Why?

One Question, One Comment.  Each student comes to the group with one question and one comment about their reading written down.  One student begins by stating her question or comment, and the next student can answer the question, respond to the comment, or state his own question or comment.  Every student is required to share at least once.
