Define This!

Confession:  I did not make up this game.  I remember playing it as a kid, using a dictionary, but I don’t remember what it was called.  I do know that I’ve used it successfully to teach important vocabulary words in 5th grade classrooms on up, and it goes something like this:

1. Choose a word that is important to the theme of the book or unit you are about to teach but is probably unknown to everyone in the class.

2. Write the word on the board.  Ask students to either guess what the word means or make up the most creative definition they can and write it down on a slip of paper (this can be done individually or in groups).

3. Collect the students’ definitions and choose three or four to use.

4. Read the definitions to the class, including the correct one.  Ask students to vote on which definition they believe is correct and explain their choice.

5. Reveal which is the correct definition.  Have students record the word and definition in their word books (and/or add to the word wall), then ask students for examples of the word (if appropriate) and ask why the word is important for the unit.

6. Optional:  Points can be awarded to students who picked the correct answer as well as to students who wrote definitions that received votes from other students.

7. Invite students to nominate other difficult words from the text for future rounds.
