Illinois Standards for YAL unit - Liberty and Justice for All? 

Part 1: Illinois Benchmarks

The Illinois Learning Standard and Benchmarks for this activity.

English Language Arts

1.A.5a Identify and analyze new terminology applying knowledge of word origins and derivations in a variety of practical settings.

1.A.5b Analyze the meaning of abstract concepts and the effects of particular word and phrase choices.

1.B.5a Relate reading to prior knowledge and experience and make connections to related information.

1.B.5d Read age-appropriate material with fluency and accuracy.

1.C.5a 5a Use questions and predictions to guide reading across complex materials.

1.C.5b Analyze and defend an interpretation of text.

1.C.5c Critically evaluate information from multiple sources.

1.C.5d Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate them to the purpose of the material.

1.C.5e Evaluate how authors and illustrators use text and art across materials to express their ideas (e.g., complex dialogue, persuasive techniques).

2.A.5a Compare and evaluate oral, written or viewed works from various eras and traditions and analyze complex literary devices (e.g., structures, images, forms, foreshadowing, flashbacks, stream of consciousness). 

2.A.5b Evaluate relationships between and among character, plot, setting, theme, conflict and resolution and their influence on the effectiveness of a literary piece. 

2.A.5d Evaluate the influence of historical context on form, style and point of view for a variety of literary works. 

3.A.5a Produce grammatically correct documents using standard manuscript specifications for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

3.B.5a Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences; exhibit clarity of focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence. 

3.C.5a Communicate information and ideas in narrative, informative and persuasive writing with clarity and effectiveness in a variety of written forms using appropriate traditional and/or electronic formats; adapt content, vocabulary, voice and tone to the audience, purpose and situation.

4.B.5b Use speaking skills to participate in and lead group discussions; analyze the effectiveness of the spoken interactions based upon the ability of the group to achieve its goals. 

4.B.5d Use verbal and nonverbal strategies to maintain communication and to resolve individual, group and workplace conflict (e.g., mediation skills, formal and informal bargaining skills). 

5.A.5b Research, design and present a project to an academic, business or school community audience on a topic selected from among contemporary issues. 

5.B.5a Evaluate the usefulness of information, synthesize information to support a thesis, and present information in a logical manner in oral and written forms. 

5.C.5a Using contemporary technology, create a research presentation or prepare a documentary related to academic, technical or occupational topics and present the findings in oral or multimedia formats. 

5.C.5b Support and defend a thesis statement using various references including media and electronic resources. 

Social Science

14.F.5a Interpret how changing geographical, economic, technological and social forces affect United States political ideas and traditions (e.g., freedom, equality and justice, individual rights).

16.A.5a Analyze historical and contemporary developments using methods of historical inquiry (pose questions, collect and analyze data, make and support inferences with evidence, report findings). 

16.A.5b Explain the tentative nature of historical interpretations.

16.B.5a (US) Describe how modern political positions are affected by differences in ideologies and viewpoints that have developed over time (e.g., political parties' positions on government intervention in the economy).

16.B.5b (US) Analyze how United States political history has been influenced by the nation's economic, social and environmental history.

18.A.5a Compare ways in which social systems are affected by political, environmental, economic and technological changes.

18.B.5a Use methods of social science inquiry (pose questions, collect and analyze data, make and support conclusions with evidence, report findings) to study the development and functions of social systems and report conclusions to a larger audience.

18.C.5a Analyze how social scientists' interpretations of societies, cultures and institutions change over time.

