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	Title of Unit:  
Liberty and Justice for All?  The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing
	Date Submitted:
10-25-08

	Unit Developed by:  Becca Manery and Cynthia Benford (YAL Presenters)
	

	School:   Chicago Teachers’ Center
	

	Contact Information:  r-manery@neiu.edu
	

	Approximate # of Hours Spent to Develop Unit: 15
	

	Grade Level(s):    10-12
	

	Curriculum Areas:   
Language Arts, Social Studies (American History)

	

	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words) :   This unit will explore issues of slavery, prejudice, and hypocrisy at the time of the American Revolution, when colonists clamored for liberty without granting it to their slaves.  We will explore how prejudice continues to operate in 2008, particularly in light of the presidential campaign.  The unit incorporates strategies to help students comprehend difficult text and think critically about history and world events.

	

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)
-Citizens of a democracy have a right and responsibility to oppose government when it fails to make good decisions for those it represents.
-What happens to one of us is the business of all of us.

	

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)
Throughout history, whose story does/does not get told?
What is a patriot?  What is a traitor?

How are mistaken notions about “the other” developed and fostered?  How can inherited prejudices be acknowledged and resisted?

	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit?)
-Use strategies for reading and understanding difficult texts 

-Think critically about text

-Make connections between text and contemporary issues

-Celebrate human diversity

-Work effectively in groups

-Challenge their own prejudices and unfounded beliefs about “the other”


	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)
-Question and Prediction Charts, Character Charts, Group Activities, Double Entry Journals, Word Books, Inquiry Project.
Learning Activities: 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)

Framing Activities:  Definition Game,  Video, Connect to Theme, Focus Poem
First Draft Activities:  Double-Entry Journals, Question/Prediction Charts, Character Charts, Word books.

Second Draft Activities:  Double-Entry Plus, Group Discussions, Multi-Layered Timelines

Post Reading Reflection:  Group Activity with Questions, Exploring real life connections and issues of the book, examing social studies texts for gaps.


	

	Required materials/resources requested from GEAR-UP:
Class set of The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Vol. 1
Optional resources:  Audiobook version of The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing;

DVD of Men in Black, PBS Videotape Liberty! (Vol. 1)

Deeper Reading by Kelly Gallagher, handouts.
· Attach a Standards-Based Weekly Lesson Plan for each week of the Unit.
· Attach a CPS Lesson Plan for one day of the Unit.
(http://mr-rogers2.it.northwestern.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/ActivityDemo)
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