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A Rabble of Yesterdays
Chapter One: A Paddling of Ducks, pp. 3-15

· On p. 5, Naomi says that she had “…mulled over…” her sorry condition at school.  

· What does “mulled over” mean in this sentence?

· Look up mulled in the dictionary.  What other meaning does it have when it is used to describe wine?  How are the two meanings alike?

· Gram says that you can make things happen through positive thinking (p. 6).

· Ask ten different people if they believe this is true, and why.

· Determine how many say “yes” and how many say “no.”

· Create a ratio of the number of “yes” responses to “no” response.

· What does this tell you about self-fulfilling prophecies?

· Why is this chapter called “A Paddling of Ducks?”

Chapter Two: A Skulk of Foxes, pp. 16-25

· Who is the “fox” referred to in the chapter title?  Be ready to support your answer with quotes and page numbers.

· On p. 20, we find that Owen uses tape on his shirt to comfort himself and to prevent anxiety.

· Give an example of what people you know do to reduce their anxiety.  Be specific:

· Who is the person?

· What do they do – or use?

· How does it help them?

· Do you think this would work for you, and why or why not?

· On p. 25, Naomi says “My thoughts dived into a jumble in the middle of my mind, wrestled around until they were wadded into a fisted know, and attached themselves to my brain like a burr matted in a long-haired dog.”

· On the back of this page, draw a picture of what Naomi’s thoughts look like to you.

· Be sure to label the parts of your picture that link specifically to the text.

Chapter Three: A Lamentation of Swans, pp. 26-33
· On p. 29, Gram says that the good and the bad of any situation are sometimes the same.

· What does this mean to you?

· What do you think the good and bad of Skyla Jones’s return will be for Naomi and Owen?  Be prepared to defend your answer with proof from the book to support your prediction.

· Draw a layout of Baby Beluga.

· Label all the parts

· Be sure to include where Fabiola’s and Bernardo's, as well as Mrs. Maloney’s, houses are in relationship to Baby Beluga.

· Why did Own take the roll of tape and put it in his pocket (p. 33)?

Chapter Four: A Memory of Elephants, pp. 34-42
· What do you think the relationship is between Naomi’s lists and her soft voice?  Be prepared to support your theory with quotes and page #s.
· On p. 38, Gram says Skyla was “as temperamental as a bead of water on a hot skillet.”  
· Draw a picture of what this looks like on the back of this page.
· At the bottom of your picture, explain what this means about Skyla’s personality.
· How did Naomi taking the elephants from her box of carvings help her sleep?

Chapter Five: A Charm of Hummingbirds, pp. 43-51
· Who are the “hummingbirds” in this chapter?
· How are they charmed?  Be specific; be ready with page numbers to support your answer.
· On p. 48, Naomi says her mom’s touch was as if “…she ways playing piano on my head.”
· On the back of this page, draw what that looks like to you.
· What do you think was the real reason Skyla bought presents for Naomi but not Owen or Gram?

Chapter Six: A School of Fish, pp. 52-60

· On p. 55, Blanca advises Naomi to “ask lots of questions” to “get lots of answers.”

· Why would Naomi think this was good advice (be ready to support your answer with proof).

· Why would Naomi think was terrible advice (again, be ready to support your answer with proof).

· Mr. Marble says he is going to add some “ambience” to the fish tank.  What does this mean?

· Think back across the book so far – what other examples of ambience can you find?  (As always, you’ll need to have specific examples and page numbers prepared to support your answer.)

Chapter Seven: An Unkindness of Ravens, pp. 61-74
· Who is the raven in this chapter?

· What are the unkindnesses?  (Be specific, with page numbers and examples.)

· Was Owen “faking” his seizure?

· If your answer is “yes,” why would he do this?

· If your answer is “no,” why would he lie?

· Why hadn’t Gram told Owen and Naomi about their mother and father?

· If you were they, would you want to know?  Why or why not?

Chapter Eight: A Burden of Mules, pp. 75-87

· Who are the mules and what is their burden in this chapter?

· What is the significance of the carwash starting to work when it did in the chapter?

· What support can you find for your answer?

· Why did Skyla say she missed the conference?  

· Was she telling the truth?  How do you know?

Chapter Nine: A Shiver of Sharks, pp.  88-106

· What is the significance of the soap Clive used to wash his hands?
· List at least three ways the sharks circled Naomi and Owen in this chapter (remember to give page numbers).
· Has Skyla gone back to drinking?  What would you recommend Naomi do with this information and why?
Chapter Ten: Schizophrenia of Hawks, pp. 107-122
· Should Gram have rescheduled Owen’s doctor’s appointment?

· Be ready to support your answer with page numbers.

· Create a Venn diagram that explains what the similarities and differences between a “FLK” and a “Blem?”  At the bottom of the chart, why explain what the significance of the differences is in these terms. 

Chapter Eleven: A Flight of Swallows, pp. 123-136
· What were the significance of Nature’s Pure White bar soap and an economy box of transparent tape appearing in Baby Beluga on p. 134?

· On p. 133, Gram and Fabiola exchange a look – what do you think this look foreshadows in the story?

· What is the significance of the birds flying @ the end of the Chapter?

Section Two:  A Passel of Todays

Chapter Twelve:  A Drey of Squirrels, pp. 139 -- 152.  
· On the back of this page, draw a picture of what a “drey of squirrels” looks like to you. 

· On the bottom of your picture, explain why you think this is the title of the chapter.
· Find the State of Oaxaco and Oaxaca City on a map of Mexico. 
· Use the Legend at the bottom of the map to find out how many miles to the inch is on your map.  

· Write that here: _______________________________

· Using your thumb to estimate, find out how many inches Baby Beluga traveled from Lemon Grove, California to Oaxaca City.  

· Write that here: ________________________________

· Multiply the number of inches and the number of the miles.

· Write your answer here: _________________________

· Be ready to do this again during class( 
· Read the bottom of p. 152 to the end of the chapter.  

· What did Bernardo mean when he asked Naomi, “What is inside?”
· It doesn’t exactly say in the text, but how do you think Naomi know what was inside?

Chapter Thirteen: A Sleuth of Bears, pp. 154 – 166.

· On p. 154-155, Naomi makes a list of things she knows about her father.  What other items can you think of that she could add to her list?  
· On p. 163, Gram says she’s letting her “...imagination run pell-mell.”  What does that phase mean in this sentence?  Why do you think so?  Be ready with your proof.
Chapter Fourteen: A Leap of Leopards, pp. 167 – 177.

· Why did Graciela smile on the bottom of p. 169?
· Explain the title of the chapter.  Be ready with page numbers and plenty of back up to support your thesis.

· If Naomi looks like her father, what words in this chapter could be used to describe Naomi?
Chapter Fifteen: A Piteousness of Doves, pp. 178 – 188.

· Read from the middle of p. 180 through the top half of p. 181.  
· On the back of this page, make a “T” chart that compares the characteristics of Naomi’s mother (Skyla) with Ruben’s mother (Graciella).

· Have at least four items for each person.

· How is Beni’s discovery of Naomi’s carving foreshadowed earlier in the book?
· The word “piteousness” is a word made up of three parts – a root word, and two suffixes.
· What is the root word?  Write that here: __________________

· What is the first suffix?  Write that here:___________________

· What does it mean?  Write that here: ____________________

· What is the second suffix?  Write that here:________________

· What does it mean?  Write that here: ____________________

· What does “piteousness” mean?  Write that here: __________________________________________________

Chapter Sixteen: A Team of Horses, pp. 189 – 200.

· On p. 192, Bernardo says, “It is for the joy of doing it, of participating, for the prize, if you win.”  Compare that with the phrase, “It’s not the destination, it is the journey that is important.”  How are these two ideas different?
Chapter Seventeen: An Exaltation of Starlings, pp. 201.

· Why wasn’t Naomi’s name read off as one of the winners of the second prize during the contest?  
Chapter Eighteen: A Pride of Lions, pp. 211 – 217.

· On page 212, the author says, “When we stood up, there wasn’t a dry eye in heaven.”  What does this mean in this context?  Be sure to support your answer with specific details from the text.
· On page 217, the author says, “And a waterfall of happiness had drowned my nagging worries, at least for now.”  On the back of this page, draw a picture of a “waterfall of happiness" looks like to you.  Be ready to explain and defend your picture with details from the text.

· The title of this chapter is A Pride of Lions.  Who are the lions?  Why do you think they are they proud?

Chapter Nineteen: A Cry of Hounds, pp. 218 – 226.

· Naomi and her father are carving when she accidentally removes the leg o the dog on which she is currently working.  Santiago explains that some of the magic is left (p. 219-220).
· In English, we say, “When God gives us lemons, we make lemonade.”  How did Santiago make lemonade from Naomi’s ruined carving?

· What is the lesson we are to learn from this incident?

Chapter Twenty: A Crash of Hippopotami, pp. 227 – 240.

· On page 228, Naomi, as the narrator, talks about the posters on the wall of the courtroom.  She says, “I guessed it was like those friendly rooms at Children’s Hospital.  The court wanted the room to feel not so scary when they gave you the bad news.”
· Think back to a room like that that you have entered – a “friendly room.”  Describe the circumstances, and how you knew it was a friendly room.

· Naomi expects bad news.  Why?  Be sure to use details to support your answer.

· Clive and Skyla have become “all-American” for the court hearing.  How is this like preparing a “friendly room?”
· How are Naomi’s words to the judge like “a herd of lunging wild animals” (p. 235)?

· On the back of this page, make a “T-chart” that shows the reasons the judge would have for ruling in favor of Clive and Skyla, and the reasons that the judge would rule in favor of Gram.  At the bottom of the chart, explain why you think the judge made the decision she did.
Chapter Twenty-One: A Brood of Chicks, pp. 241 – 243.

· Why is Naomi’s voice louder?  List as many reasons as you can.
· “It was funny how [Skyla] was nice in a mean way and mean in a nice way (p. 245).”  What specific events support this observation of Naomi’s?  Be careful to use page numbers to document all the answers you can find.
Section Three:  A Murmuration of Tomorrows
· If you were to write a chapter in Section Three, what would happen next to Naomi and Owen?  Write the first three paragraphs of that chapter.
· What does “murmuration” mean?  How does that word make sense in this title?
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