YAL Units for Books Planning Template

	Title of Unit:   Getting to Know Me:  Permission for Voice, Content and Culture through Story

	Unit Developed by: Polly Mills and Germania Solórzano

	Grade Level(s):  6-12

	Curriculum Areas: Language Arts, Social Studies

	Brief Description of the Unit:  (50-75 words)

Using Edrich’s novels The Birchbark House and Love Medicine, we will explore beautiful stories with a unique world view and voice distinctive to author Louise Erdrich’s Ojibwa culture.  Looking at these texts will open up doors of permission for participants to dive into their own unique world views, their own distinctive voice and culture to tell their stories. 

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)
· Students from every background have stories to tell and wisdom to share; there is an intrinsic value in telling, listening to, writing, and reading these stories.  
· Students experience the many rewards of keeping and open mind.  

· Students can approach their lifelong writing tasks with more comfort and confidence.

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)
What worlds, voices, and wisdom might we discover in one another and in our students, given permission to tell our stories?  What are the connections between permission and learning?


	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students be able to demonstrate at the end of the unit?)
Keeping in mind that our “students” for this workshop are teachers themselves, we expect them to come away with a valuable first-hand experience of reading and writing that they can translate into their work with students, including:

· Heightened ability to focus their attention.

· Heightened awareness of their listening capacity. 
· Heightened ability to read for fluency, comprehension, and word knowledge when coached.

· Heightened tendency to approach writing with comfort and confidence.

· Heightened awareness of the relationship of audience to reading and writing.

· Heightened awareness of the relationship of permission to strong writing (their own writing and their students’ writing)

· Heightened awareness of the relationship of permission to thinking and learning.

· Heightened awareness of the relationship of permission to achievement.

· Heightened awareness of the relationship of permission to emergent curriculum, including inquiry.

· Piqued interest in the writing of Louise Erdrich and the culture of the Chippewa/Ojibwa/ Anishinabe people.

	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 
(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)

· Our workshop will be attended by Matt Dealy, who is training as an atelierista, or documenter, in the Reggio Emilia pedagogical approach, which includes among its guiding principles emergent curriculum (curriculum and content that comes from the students’ interests and abilities) and employs several techniques for evaluation and documentation, including display panels.  Matt will observe our workshop, listen to resulting writing, and may interview participants.  Afterward, he will facilitate a discourse with Germania and Polly to explore just what happened in the workshop.  This exploration will include how and when we met our teaching goals and when we didn’t.  Goals of this unit, listed under “Knowledge and Skill” will be part of the discourse.  In the spirit of emergent curriculum, this discourse will also be open to discovering new possibilities and directions for teaching and learning that come from our observations of the students’ (in this case, the teachers’) interest, focus, interaction with the activities, with one another, and with us.  After the discourse, Matt, Germania, and Polly will work together to create display panels to document our discoveries and share them with an invested audience.  In this case, the panels will be shared with teachers at the Spring YAL conference when this workshop is repeated.
Learning Activities 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)

· Coached oral reading of published texts, juxtaposed by reading level, content, voice
· Coached activities and games from the Story Workshop® approach, including One Word,  and Take-a-Place to support:
· Listening, seeing-in-the-mind, organizing, discerning, pre-writing, audience awareness, voice awareness and permission
· Recall
· Recall and Comment

· Coached oral tellings

· Writing, including some coached writing

· Readbacks of in-class writing

Required materials/resources requested from GEAR-UP:

· Attach a Standards-Based Weekly Lesson Plan for each week of the Unit.

(http://sbci.cps.k12.il.us/templates/cc_lp.dot)

· Attach a CPS Lesson Plan for one day of the Unit.

(http://mr-rogers2.it.northwestern.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/ActivityDemo)
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