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             Chicago Teachers’ Center/NEIU

        Units for Books Program

        Unit Template

An expandable version of this form is available online at www.gearupchicago.org or www.neiu.edu/~yal.
	Title of Unit: The American Economy without Migrant Workers
	Date Submitted:

2-16-2010

	Unit Developed by: Maureen West

	School:  Mather High School                                                                  
	Grade Level(s): 9-11   

	Hours Spent to Develop Unit: 5

	When will the unit be implemented? May 2010

	About how many classroom hours will the unit take? 10-15 lessons

	Curriculum Areas: 

Spanish II Honors (Non-native)


	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words) : 

The purpose of the unit is to increase awareness of the dependency on migratory workers in the United States. The students will understand the economics of the cost of produce, the hardships of migratory workers, and the implications that migratory work has on the child workers and their educational experience. How have these issues still persisted into the present day? How will this book help the students to realize the importance of goal setting and the secondary education process?


	Illinois State Learning Standards to be addressed by this unit.  List the applicable learning standards.  

State Goal 29D 1-4
29.D.1  Recognize important people and events (e.g., special celebrations) in the history of areas where the target language is spoken.
29.D.2  Use simple history vocabulary to identify historical concepts and trends (e.g., rise and fall of the Roman Empire, French Revolution).

29.D.3  Identify key historical figures (e.g., scientists, mathematicians, inventors, business leaders) and events associated with areas where the target language is spoken and explain their influence.

29.D.4  Compare and contrast the influences of historical figures and events and their impact on the development of their countries.
National Standards in Foreign Language Education: 

Cultures: Experiencing other cultures develops a better understanding and appreciation of the relationship between languages and other cultures.
Connections: Content from other subject areas is integrated with world language instruction through lessons that are developed around common themes (History).


	Teacher’s Focus Question: 
As a teacher, what aspect of your own instructional practice will you be examining or testing out in this unit?  What is your goal and how will you know if you have succeeded? 
My goal is to incorporate the implementation of reading a book in a world language class. How can the use of a book in English help to increase the higher order thinking skills of my students and in their language acquisition? 

Students will complete graphic organizers, short essay responses, and visual representations about real life hardships in order to understand the struggles of the migrant workers. Students will also gain an understanding about the life of Cesar Chavez and his contribution to the unionization of migratory workers. 


	Rigor, Relationship, and Relevance We believe that successful high schools have three elements in common.  The schools set high academic standards and provide rigorous instruction paired with meaningful support so that all students can meet those high standards.  Teachers build trusting relationships with students and take steps to build community within their classrooms.  They take an interest in students’ lives, drawing on their real-world experiences and current understandings to build new knowledge.  Teachers make school relevant to students, showing them the connections between success in school and their plans for the future. (What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools, 2007. Consortium on Chicago School Research).  We have divided this template into three sections to support your planning to include the new 3Rs.

	Academic Rigor

	Enduring Understandings 
What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?
Ten years after the lesson is implemented, I would want my students to remember the importance of migratory workers and their contribution to society. I would want them to reflect on the economic repercussions of the dependency on these workers. I would also want them to think about how labor and immigration laws make it difficult for hard-workers to succeed in America. Lastly, the main focus for my students to remember is how the children of migratory workers are affected and how difficult it is for those students to achieve. 


	Essential Questions 
What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?

How would you feel and react to a situation in which you were at a particular school for 5 months and then had to move to another school in a different state?
What wording would you include in a law to protect migratory workers, fair labor laws, and the children of migratory workers?

Would you propose a law that would punish companies if they hired illegal workers and why or why not? 

Would you propose a law that would aid migrant workers in their quest for citizenship and why or why not?


	Knowledge and Skill 
What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit? How will your students use higher order thinking skills?
The students will be able to understand and empathize with the workers in relation to their own family experiences. The students will be able to summarize statistics about migrant workers and their children’s’ educational experiences. The students will be able to compose an argument for or against migratory worker laws. The students will be able to relate the author’s experiences to that of their own specific life experiences. 


	Assessment Evidence/Instruments 
How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.
The students will complete several assessments in order to review what they have learned and be able to apply it to their own experiences. 
· Párrafos para pensar
· Un-letter
· KWL
· Character analysis sheet

· Visual art representation


	Learning Activities List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.
The most important learning activities will be “párrafos para pensar” and the visual art representation. While reading the book, students will keep track of their thoughts and reactions to events in the book with paragraphs to think about. For example, how does Francisco react to hardships i.e. working two jobs, learning English, etc? After finishing the book, students will complete a visual art representation of comparing their hardships and experiences they have had to overcome those hardships with those of Francisco. The representation will include pictures, quotes, and drawings about their lives.


	Differentiating Instruction
In what ways does the unit respond to students’ different learning styles or multiple intelligences? What modifications are made for students with special needs? ELL students?
The students will be able to express themselves in their writing and through art. Students will have many options in terms of their responses to questions. Students can answer questions in journal-style writing, argumentative writing, and free-response. Also, students will be able to use creativity in their visual representations of hardships and successes. Students with special needs will be able to work at their own pace and will have step-by-step processes in order to help them write an argument and respond to questions/topics discussed throughout the unit. ELL students will have specific directions for answering questions and will be able to work with other students for more help. 


	Relevance

	How does the unit relate to students’ lives, skills, cultures, language, and background knowledge? How does the unit show students the relevance of their work in school to their future lives?

The unit will relate to many students’ lives as many of the school’s students are immigrants and struggle with the ideas of working versus going to college. Also, students will be able to relate to the language barrier and culture shock that Francisco experienced. This unit will demonstrate to students that it is possible to succeed in America with hard work and the opportunity to attend college is available. Students will learn to be advocates for themselves in order to ask for help with the college application process and focusing on their goals for after high school. This unit will specifically make a connection of between their current high school career and being successful in a college setting. 


	Relationship

	How does the unit build, support, and draw from a trusting classroom community? 
This unit will build on my classroom environment of trust, support, and comfort. It will demonstrate that all students are in a struggle together to improve their way of life and prepare themselves for further education and a career. I will promote that ideal by encouraging students to focus on their schoolwork and to trust others for help. 
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