Unit Plan-Briar Rose

Kelly Novello


Briar Rose by Jane Yolen

Author:  

Jane Yolen is an author of children's books, fantasy, and science fiction, including Owl Moon, Devil’s Arithmetic, and How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodnight? She is also a poet, a teacher of writing and literature, and a reviewer of children's literature. She has been called the Hans Christian Andersen of America and the Aesop of the twentieth century. Jane Yolen's books and stories have won the Caldecott Medal, two Nebula Awards, two Christopher Medals, the World Fantasy Award, three Mythopoeic Fantasy Awards, the Golden Kite Award, the Jewish Book Award, and the Association of Jewish Libraries Award. This web book presents information about her over two hundred books for children. It also contains essays, poems, answers to frequently asked questions, a brief biography, her travel schedule, and links to resources for teachers and writers. It is intended for children, teachers, writers, storytellers, and lovers of children's literature

Briar Rose Summary: 

Becca Berlin grew up listening to her grandma, Gemma, tell the tale of Sleeping Beauty, For years, Becca and her family thought it was just a story, until Gemma starts insisting that the princess is her. While Gemma is on her deathbed, Becca promises to uncover Gemma’s past and it will be proven that she was once a princess, a sleeping beauty.
Becca's sisters dismiss Gemma's story as the ramblings of a senile old woman, but Becca feels strangely compelled to break through the mystery that surrounds Gemma's past  A box of photos, newspaper clippings and entry forms, along with a man's ring, are the only clues Becca has with which to begin her search -- a search that will take her to Poland and back in time to the dark terror of the Holocaust.

Briar Rose moves through several layers of storytelling technique. The chapters alternate between episodes of Becca's search for Gemma's past and lyrical "memories" of Gemma telling the story of Briar Rose. Near the end of the novel, Becca's travels enfold an account of the lives of several partisans in the German forests.

Rather than focusing on the well-known concentration camps such as Auschwitz or Dachau, Yolen directs her attention to the Polish town of Chelmno, bravely bringing its terrors to the attention of readers world-wide. She firmly addresses the full ramifications of the Holocaust on people then and now.

Curricular connections:  Connect to book previously read Shattering Glass through theme of survival, connect to Social Studies Curriculum of WWII and the Holocaust

Rationale:  

Briar Rose will challenge my mature eighth graders.  The presentation of the novel’s story and its unique use of the fairy tale Sleeping Beauty will challenge my students to look outside of the box, connecting events and ideas that seem unrelated.   Also, this book provides a historical context unlike the books that my students select to read.  Hopefully, Briar Rose will broaden their horizons, peek their interests, and motivate them to expand their interests.  

One of the major themes covered in the Social Studies curriculum in the 8th grade is WWII.  The Holocaust is the major focal point of this war.  Reading Briar Rose will help ground and expand their knowledge and concepts obtained through their Social Studies curriculum.  They will receive a more in-depth study of the Holocaust and its affects from the 1930’s to our present day.

Briar Rose Unit Plan-Daily Lesson Plans

CRI Key: W-Word Knowledge; F-Fluency, C-Comprehension, Wr-Writing

State Goals: 1/A/3b, 1/B/3a-3d, 1/C/3a-3e, 2/A/3b, 3d, 2/B/3a-3c, 3/A/3, 3/B/3a-3b, 3/C/3a, 4/A/3a, 4/B/3a, 3c, 3d, 5/A/3a, 5/B/3a, 5/C/3a-3c



	Day 1 W, F, C

Identify classic children’s tales.

Identify elements of good tale

HW: Find one tale to share with class
	Day 2 W, C, F, Wr

Share tales with group.  Select group favorite.

Create a two minute skit of tale.  Present.

HW: Outline of your own tale
	Day 3 C, Wr, W, F

Unit Overview

Familiarize with tale Sleeping Beauty.  Read classic tale and view movie.

HW: Chronolog-events listing
	Day 4 W, C, F, Wr

KWL-Holocaust/WWII

Identify key words, events WWII and Holocaust

HW: map activity
	Day 5 W, C, F, Wr

Read Chapters 1-4.  Graphic organizer-story elements

HW- study guide questions, log, vocabulary 1-15

	Day 6 W, Wr, F, C

Group reading chapters 5-11; outline Gemma’s version of “Sleeping Beauty” through pictures

HW-study guide questions, log
	Day 7 W, C, F, Wr

Vocabulary quiz

Class reading chapters 12-16 Discuss how Gemma’s tale compares to classic Sleeping Beauty tale

HW-Compare/contrast organizer, vocab 16-32, log
	Day 8 W, C, F, Wr

Group Reading

Chapters 17-22

Detail Becca’s findings regarding Gemma

HW-letter to Gemma from Becca, study guide questions, log
	Day 9 W, C, F, Wr

Class reading chapters 23-26

Compare Japanese relocation camps with Jewish camps

HW-study guide questions, log
	Day 10 W, C, F, Wr

Group reading 27-29

How has Gemma’s tale changed?  Is she Sleeping Beauty?  Take position and present justification

HW-study guide questions, log

	Day 11 W, C, F, Wr

Class reading chapters 30-33

Discussion-Is Gemma Sleeping Beauty?

HW-log, study guide questions, personal reactions
	Day 12 W, C, F, Wr

Team project: select, delegate tasks, brainstorm, begin

Vocab quiz 16-32

HW-letter from Gemma to Becca
	Day 13 W, C, F, Wr

Team project

Create and edit

HW-letter from Becca to Gemma
	Day 14 C, F

Presentations

HW-vocab study guide
	Day 15 C, F

Presentations

Final Vocabulary test




Unit Level Assessment:  

In groups, students will select one of the following:

1. List similarities/Differences between classic tale of Sleeping Beauty and Gemma’s version

2. Mural depicting Gemma’s life 

3. Write the article that Becca is supposed to write for her paper about her mystery and exploration

4. Create a poem/rap of book

5. Table-top design/diorama

6. Other-original student group idea

Essay test

Final Vocabulary test as well as quizzes

Letters to and from Becca/Gemma

Study Guide questions

Lesson Plan-Day Two

Goals: 1/A/3b, 1/B/3a-3d, 1/C/3a-3e, 2/A/3b, 3d, 2/B/3a-3c, 4/A/3a, 4/B/3a, 3c, 3d,            
5/A/3a, 5/B/3a, 5/C/3a-3c

CRI: 

Comprehension-reading, understanding, and sharing main ideas of favorite tale to      
group

Word knowledge:  elements of tale, characterization, climax, problem, resolution—to be used in group discussion         

Fluency-share summarize and share tale with group


Writing-skit

Objective: Students will identify major elements of classic tales, summarize/paraphrase tale, and represent tale other than in writing.

Materials:  Student copies of tales, outline of classic tales, role sheets, recorder

Activity:

Before lesson: for homework, students select their favorite classic tale to share with group.  They are to summarize tale, highlight major events/characters, and explain why it is their favorite.  

In class: students are randomly chosen to meet in groups.  Each member is given a role (facilitator, time keeper, process manager, and recorder).  Each member shares their story.  Group selects best tale to represent in a skit.  Group quickly decides on scenes/ideas to convey to class and supplies justification, based on elements of a good folk tale, why they selected their tale.

Present.

Assessment:
Individual summaries of tales; outline of major events/characters

Taped recordings of group discussion of tales/elements of tales

Skit

Homework:  Create an outline for a tale of your own

