Bronx Masquerade: Written Work

While reading Bronx Masquerade you will write several poems and at least one essay. We will spend Fridays writing but you can work on your writing for homework and on weekends. Much of what you do will be a first draft. At the end of the unit you will bring two poems and one essay to final form.

Poetry Suggestions—We will do some of these together. You can do others on your own. I suggest you base your poems on your journals!

· “If” Poem

· Concrete poem

· Extended metaphor poem

· Poem in the voice of one of the characters

· Any poem that you wrote based out of your writer's journal

Essay Suggestions

1. Think of one of the poetic techniques we talked about and examine how it is used in several different poems in Bronx Masquerade.

2. Pretend that the school administration has threatened to pull the plug on Open Mike Fridays, believing it is not contributing to the new focus on standards of learning and is a waste of time. How would you defend the practice? What have students learned? How has it changed them? 

3. Write an essay that discusses how one character in Bronx Masquerade changed. Use evidence from their journals, from the poems, and from what other characters say.

