Teachers as Writers Unit Planning Template

This form is available online at www.neiu.edu/~yal
	Title of Unit: 
Bronx Masquerade/Writing Poetry/Reading Poetry


	Date Submitted:
8/28/09

	Unit Developed by: Jordan Wankoff
	

	School: Foreman High School
	

	Approximate # of Hours Spent to Develop Unit: 12
	

	Grade Level(s):  9th Grade Sheltered English 
	

	Curriculum Areas: Sheltered English (Survey of Literature)
	

	Approximate # of hours for classroom implementation: 19


	Dates when unit will be implemented: 9/29/09—10/30/09



	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words0
While reading Nikki Grimes' novel Bronx Masquerade, students will see how kids like themselves thought about and wrote poetry. While reading the novel, students will experiment with keeping a writer's journal, they will write their own poems, and they will learn how to use and identify poetic techniques. In the end they will complete quizzes, essays, and alternative assessments that display their understanding and accomplishments.  
	

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now)

Students will understand that there are ways to use language that allow people to express themselves in both deeper and more universal ways. They will see that we can cross the boundaries that separate us.
	

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)
Can we take off the mask?
Can we use language to express what is inside of us?


	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit?)
Students will be able to identify and use a variety of poetic techniques. 
They will be able to create poems based on their own journals. 
They will be able to write coherently about poetry that is written in their own language.



	Teachers as Writers Pedagogical Principles

Writers' Journal, Risk and Craft--shift point of view,  persona, straightforward vs. surreal, sharing

Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)

Learning Activities: 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)

Sharing, Poetry Reading, Writer's Journal, Risk and Craft activities. 

	

	Required materials/resources requested from GEAR-UP:

40 Copies of Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes
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