Teachers as Writers: Unit Plan-Bronx Masquerade/Writing Poetry/Reading Poetry



Teacher: Jordan Wankoff

Class: Survey of Literature for ELLs


Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Day 1—

Bell Ringer: Grammar Lesson Conditionals/modals

Raising Background Knowledge

Poetry Survey/

Four Corners Activity
Day 2--Bell Ringer: Grammar: Conditionals

Book Pass/Preview—Bronx Masquerade

Questions and discussion. Pass out important character chart/poetry terms organizer. 

Read pages 3-6.  Work together to fill in organizers

Begin Writers Journal

Homework: Complete Journal. 


Day 3 Bell Ringer: Grammar: Conditionals

—Read pages 7-17

Tyrone's “Attendance”

fill in character chart

literature words rhyme/internal rhyme/end rhyme

find the the rhymes 

imagery in Chankara's poem “Bruised Love”/Can you draw this poem?

Personal connections—Tyrone's/what did it inspire him to do? 

Homework: Writer's Journal
Day 4—Grammar Quiz

Page 17-28

Zoro Poem/Extended metaphor/How is Raul Like Zoro?

Diondra's “If” poem

Personal connections/Connect to literature

Demonstrate how to review and underline important ideas in a writer's journal. 

Homework: Writer's Journal write, review, underline
Day 5

Open Mike Friday

Writing Day 

Make an “If” poem/illustrate it

Try a letter extended metaphor poem

Conference individually or with groups. 

Day 6

Bell Ringer: Grammar Lesson 

Read pages 29-39

Devon's Poem—what does he mean “the me of me”

Lupe's poem—metaphors--”like a mirror I see myself in” what does this metaphor mean? 

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal
Day 7 

Bell Ringer: Grammar Review

Read p. 40-50

Gloria's Poem About Being Pregnant

Janelle-”Inside” extended metaphor of the Coconut

What surprising quality does the coconut have?

Think about the images in the different lines. How do they relate to a coconut? 

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal
Day 8 

Bell Ringer: Grammar Review

Read 51-64

Leslie's “Common Ground” about death and friendship. How does the metaphor work?  Why is the last line moved over? 

Judianne's “Cocoon” what is a cocoon? How does it relate, Sewing vocabulary How does she imagine herself emerging?  Extended metaphor.

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal/or re-write one of your poems from another point of view.
Day 9

Bell Ringer: Grammar Quiz

 Read 65-73

Lupe's Break-up/Friendship Poem “El Noche” --Personification 

Janelle's “Mirror, Mirror” about seeing into another person for a moment then having them react badly.  Also jumping into a metaphorical world and then back out into real descriptive language. 

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal/Write review underline
Day 10 Writing Day

Extended metaphor poem like “Cocoon” or “Inside” or a poem about a problem or help you are getting from someone—use metaphor.

Conference individually or with groups. 

Day 11 

Bell Ringer--Grammar Lesson

74-76 Tanisha “For The Record” Devon “Black Box” Two poems about how people judge us even though they don't know us. How do people judge you?

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal
Day 12 

Bell Ringer—Grammar Review

Read  p, 87-101

Sterling's “D-Train” about a thief on a train and death coming. 

Diondra's “High Dive” what is it a metaphor for? Why does she change the metaphor at the end? 

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal
Day 13  

Bell Ringer—Grammar Review

Read p. 102-113 Amy Moscowitz “Ode to a Stone,” --Try “I am a Rock” by Simon and Garfunkel Natalina's “What's in a Name?” 

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal or rewrite your poem like it was a dream. 
Day 14  Bell Ringer—Grammar Quiz

 114-127  Steve's “Doubtless” about dreams and people trying to push you down Reynard's “Dyslexia” about dyslexia “letters dancing

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal/Write/Review/Underline
Day 15

Writing Day

Options—choose one of the essay topics, write a new poem, revise your other poems, or work on a combination. 

Conference individually or with groups. 

Day 16

Bell Ringer: Review of poetry terms

128-139 three boys' “News at 5” Janelle's “Private Puzzle” extended metaphors

How does poetry talk about the world and individuals at the same time?

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal


Day 17  

Bell Ringer—Poetry Terms matching

p. 140-151  

Janelle's  “The Door”  Lupe's “Imagine” 

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal
Day 18 

Bell Ringer—poetry terms matching

Read p 152—165 

Diondra's “Self-Portrait for My Father” and Porscha's “A Letter to My Mother”

Important character chart/poetry terms

Homework: Writer's Journal or rewrite one of your poems exaggerating everything.
Day 19 Bell Ringer – poetry terms matching quiz

Read p. 166-167 Epilogue

Choose projects

Choose Essay topic

Graphic organizer for essay.
Day 20

Writing Day

Write a first draft of your essay.

If you wrote your essay last week work on a poem. 

Conference individually or with groups. 

Day 21 

Bell Ringer: Grammar Lesson

Writing Day 

Complete your writing portfolio-Final Drafts of 2 Poems and One Essay

Conference individually or with groups. 

Homework: Complete your portfolio. 
Day 22 Projects

Bell Ringer—Grammar Review

Work on your projects

Homework: Work on your projects
Day 23 Projects

Bell Ringer—Grammar Review

Work on your projects

Homework: Work on your projects


Day 24 

Bell Ringer—Grammar Quiz

Projects

Present Your Projects

Homework: Get ready for open mike Friday
Day 25 

Open Mike Friday:  Either memorize and perform a poem from Bronx Masquerade, a Harlem Renaissance artist, or perform your own poem for our own version of Open Mike Friday! 

