YAL Unit Plan Calendar for Chasing Vermeer
State Goals addressed: Language Arts 1-5; Art 25-27.
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	
	
	Topic- Introduction to Unit 

Activity- Watch DVD

on Chasing Vermeer; begin List of Questions and Predictions in class journal
Homework- Ch 1-2


	Topic- Introduction to Characters

Activity- Investigate pentominoes

Lit Circle Discussions

Homework- Finish reading Ch 3-4


	Topic- Art is a lie that tells the truth
Activity- Field Trip to Art Institute.  Look for Writers in Art.

Homework- Ch. 5-7 

Choose an object from home that feels like a work of art to you.  Describe this object without saying what it is. 

Optional:  Come to school Monday (Halloween) dressed like a character from a book or work of art.



	Topic- Unexplained Stuff

Activity- Read Ch. 8 & 9 in Lit Circles

Discuss Charles Fort ,   Lo!, and secret codes

Vocabulary:

 synchronicity

Begin List of Unexplained Stuff in class journal
Eat M&Ms

Homework- Trick or Treat!


	Topic- Art and Vermeer

Activity-  Read class descriptions of art objects and try to guess what they are.

View Vermeer’s paintings; make a list of recurring objects.  Write a poem based on  the list or on one or more of  the paintings.

Homework-  Ch 10 & 11


	Topic- Art Theft and Art Verification
Activity- 
Guest Speaker:  Art Institute staff member to talk about how curators determine whether paintings are authentic. Examine details of Vermeer paintings.

Add to List of Questions and Predictions and List of Unexplained Stuff
Read article on the Gardner Museum Theft

Homework-  Ch. 12 & 13

	Topic- Guilty or Not Guilty?
Activity-  Read Ch. 14 & 15 in Literature Circles. Discuss the evidence against Mrs. Sharpe, Ms. Hussey, Mr. Andalee.  Vote for who the class thinks is the thief and/or the third person to receive a letter. Look for other clues in the book. 

Vocabulary:  “red herring.”
Homework-  Ch 16 & 17

	Topic-  Where is the Lady?
Activity- Read Ch 18 & 19 in Literature Circles.  Look at DVD again to see where P & C look for clues.  Use the illustrations to try and decode a clue.

Add to List of Questions and Predictions and Unexplained Stuff

Homework- Ch. 20 & 21


	Topic- The Lady Lives!
Activity- Read Ch. 22-24 as a class.  Discuss responses to the book.
Complete lists.

Homework-  Think of possible topics for inquiry project.

	Topic-  Inquiry Investigations
Activity- Brainstorm list of topics; Add questions under the topics of most interest.  Students select one topic that interests them.  Begin research in Computer Lab or Library.
Homework- Read over research and make notes

	Topic-  Inquiry Investigations
Activity- Research
(Computer Lab and Library)

Homework- Read over research and make notes

	Topic-  Inquiry Investigations
Activity- Research
(Computer Lab and Library)
Homework- Gather notes into an outline

	Topic-  Inquiry Investigations
Activity- Design projects and grading rubric
Homework- Inquiry Projects


	Topic- Inquiry Projects
Activity- Construct projects using research, art materials, and technology
Homework- Inquiry Projects

	Topic- Inquiry Projects
Activity- Construct projects using research, art materials, and technology
Homework- Inquiry Projects

	Topic-  Inquiry Projects
Activity- Finalize Projects; proofread and factcheck.
Homework- Write reflective essay

	Topic
 Inquiry Project Presentations

	Topic-

 Inquiry Project Presentations and Unit Celebration



