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	Title:  Joining the Chase:  Stepping into the World of Chasing Vermeer with Art, Technology, and Inquiry


	Guiding Question/Issue:

How can we encourage students to emulate Petra and Calder’s intellectual curiosity and imaginative thinking?


	Subject Area(s) Addressed

Main & Integration Areas
Literature study, art, and critical thinking across the curriculum

	Grade Level(s)
5-9
	Length of Unit (# of days)
4-6 weeks

	Goals and Standards (Only the # needed to

 indicate IL standard, i.e., IL IV-A)

1-5; 25-27

	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., 

Chicago Reading Initiative elements, CMSI, 

national content area standards, etc.)
CRI: Pre-, during, and post-reading activities


	Social/Affective Goals & Objectives (for group/class development & individual)
To form a community of inquiry


	Abstract (about 25-50 words)
Using art and technology, students will gain an appreciation for the characters and themes of Chasing Vermeer by actively engaging in a multimedia investigation of some aspect of the book that interests them, thereby cultivating the habit of intellectual curiosity and imaginative thinking practiced by the lead characters.


	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students
Students will have the opportunity to pursue their own investigative inquiry into an aspect of 

Chasing Vermeer that most interests them


	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application
Instruction aid includes footage of the actual Chicago settings used in the novel.  The instructional approach encourages students to develop habits of curiosity, open-mindedness, and art appreciation and to use these habits in their daily lives.



	Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc) Art and technology integration, inquiry investigation, journaling.


	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?)
Strong visual component will aid the comprehension of English language learners. 


	Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives
Individual inquiry projects using multimedia


	Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction
Individual inquiry projects can be tiered


	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master

Students will read, discuss, and reflect on a work of young adult literature in small groups using before, during, and after reading strategies.

Students will use various print and electronic media and technologies to research and create multimedia investigation presentations.



	List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form)
1) Whole group:  Viewing of instructional video, discussion, class journal
2) Small group:  Reading and discussion groups

3) Individual Inquiry Projects



	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics, and attach them if possible)
Individual inquiry projects will be evaluated by rubrics developed by the class.


	Resources/Materials Required 
Classroom set of Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliet
Chasing Vermeer Educational DVD; LCD Projector and screen; Laptop computer or DVD player; computers with internet access; list of possible inquiry topics and supporting websites; class journal (for Record of Unexplained Stuff and Catalog of Cool Websites).
Recommended:  Video and/or digital cameras; “Discovery Box” containing Vermeer:  The Complete Works by Arthur Wheelock, Jr.; Pentominoes by Jon Millington; Lo! by Charles Fort; It’s Raining Frogs and Fishes by Jerry Dennis; sets of pentominoes; other print resources relevant to individual inquiries; M & Ms.
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