Joining the Chase Lesson Plans

Day One:

Introduction to Book and Unit

Tell students that, over the next few weeks, we will be reading a book called Chasing Vermeer.   Explain that the book is a mystery about a stolen painting by a Dutch painter named Vermeer and is set in Chicago.  
Assign students to read the first two chapters for homework.  They should come to class prepared to discuss the chapters in their literature circles.

Day Ten:

Brainstorming for Inquiry Investigations

Flip through Chasing Vermeer and notice any possible avenues for inquiry.  Make a list of these on chart paper.

To give students more ideas for inquiry topics, assemble a Discovery Box containing books, articles, and other materials (such as pentominoes or Vermeer prints) that might spur more thinking.

Break students into groups. Give groups several minutes to explore the materials in the Discovery Box.  Ask each group to keep track of some things they have learned as well as questions they have.

Ask each student to write an inquiry question about one topic.  Students should also jot down a few search words that will help them begin an Internet investigation of their question.
