YAL Units for Books Planning Template

This for is available online at www.neiu.edu/~yal
	Title of Unit:  Action in a Time of Need (The City of Ember)
	

	Unit Developed by: Laura Busse
	

	Approximate # of Hours Spent to Develop Unit: 25
	

	Grade Level(s): 6
	

	Curriculum Areas: Humanities (LA and SS) 


	

	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words) :   

This unit is designed to thematically connect with our students’ study of natural disasters in science and social studies. We will use The City of Ember to look at the human side of disaster by focusing on the needs it creates in a community and how people respond to those needs. We will examine the following questions:

How do scarcity and need affect our community and us? 

What areas of need do we see in the world and how should we respond to them? 


	

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)
This unit seeks not only to grow students as readers and thinkers, but to inspire and empower them to take an active role in their school and community. As such, we will use this novel to inform our understanding of our own world.


	

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)
How do scarcity and need affect our community and us? 

What areas of need do we see in the world and how should we respond to them? 

	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit?)
-Actively read a text using questioning, prediction, visualizing, and interpretation.

-Identify a social action issue in the novel and communicate action steps for change



	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)

Reading checks, One Pager reflections, written responses, self-assessment of final project

Learning Activities: 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)

Vocabulary activities, One Pager reflections, class discussions, thematic collage activity, Group Public Service Project


	

	Required materials/resources requested from GEAR-UP:

· Attach a Standards-Based Weekly Lesson Plan for each week of the Unit.
(http://sbci.cps.k12.il.us/templates/cc_lp.dot)

· Attach a CPS Lesson Plan for one day of the Unit.
(http://mr-rogers2.it.northwestern.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/ActivityDemo)
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