Action in a Time of Need

A unit plan using The City of Ember

by Laura Busse (ASPIRA Haugan Middle School)
This unit is designed to thematically connect with our 6th grade students’ study of natural disasters (specifically, a study of a variety of volcanoes). We will use The City of Ember to look at the human side of disaster by focusing on the needs it creates in a community and how people respond to those needs. We will examine the following questions:

How do scarcity and need affect our community and us? 

What areas of need do we see in the world and how should we respond to them? 

State Goals

Lessons in this unit (and the final project) are designed to meet the following standards and their associated benchmarks:

1A (1,7,8) Students who meet the standard can apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections

1B (3,4,5,8,9,11,14,15,16) Students who meet the standard can apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency

1C (1,2,3,4,5) Students who meet the standard can comprehend a broad range of reading materials.

2A (1,2,4,5,6,7) Students who meet the standard can understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning.

2B (1,4,5,7,10) Students who meet the standard can read and interpret a variety of literary works.

3B (1,2,4,7,8,9) Students who meet the standard can compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific purposes and audiences.

3C (1,2,5,6,7) Students who meet the standard can communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes.

5A (1,5,6,7,8,9) Students who meet the standard can locate, organize, and use information from various sources to answer questions, solve problems, and communicate ideas.

5B (1,2,3) Students who meet the standard can analyze and evaluate information acquired from various sources.

5C (1,2,3) Students who meet the standard can apply acquired information, concepts and ideas to communicate in a variety of formats.

Reading Activities

This unit plan makes regular use of “One Pagers.” The One Pager is a summary/reflection activity that students complete after reading a chapter. It contains 5 steps:

1) A question about the chapter, a character, or for the class.

2) A prediction about what will happen next

3) A significant quotation including page number

4) An explanation of the significance of the quotation (Why is the quote important?)

5) An image of an event, character, or object from the chapter.

The One Pagers are used to promote discussion, so that students can drive conversations about the novel and respond to each other, instead of being questioned by the teacher. They also balance out reading quizzes for students who are not strong in reading comprehension by providing an alternate means of assessment.

Vocabulary Activities

I teach vocabulary by first presenting words in sentences that encourage students to define them based on context. We then share our guesses and build a definition as a class. The students practice using the words in a variety of contexts (by drawing images that show their meaning, developing motions to show meaning, or writing stories using the words). By the time they encounter the new words in the novel, I expect my students to have a good understanding of what these words mean.
Project Based Learning

This unit seeks not only to grow students as readers and thinkers, but to inspire and empower them to take an active role in their school and community. As such, we will use this novel to inform our understanding of our own world. 

The culminating project for this unit is integrated with ASPIRA Haugan’s project based approach to learning. Students will work in small groups to identify a need in their school or community and will develop a strategy to inform others about this need and call them to action. We will use Lina and Doon’s experiences in the novel as an example, and work in similar ways to inform those around us. Students will have several options for completing the final project – PSA, brochure, poster, public demonstration, etc. Projects will be self-assessed using the attached rubric and through the writing of a reflection paper.

Vocabulary

Ch 1-4

endeavor (2)

hoisted (20)

plummeting (23) 

resonant (29)

methodically (58)

Ch 5-10

Flanked (86)

Chortled (92)

Vague (112)

Strewn (122)

Lurk (132)

Ch 11-15

Hunker (157)

Rickety (167)

Convoluted (181)

Yelp (187)

Vicious (200)

Ch 16-18

Frantic (213)

Accomplice (219)

Kiosk (227)

Refugee (250)

Catastrophe (261)

Daily Plans

Day 1

Newspaper Activity

Collect a variety of articles about social needs (and preferably people working to change them – maybe even kids!). Students should work with a partner to read the article and will report back to the class:

What social problem is described in your article?

How is someone trying to change this?

What other ways can you think of to help this problem?

Personal Reflection

4 Square brainstorming activity. Students divide a paper into four squares and brainstorm ideas in each quadrant. We use their ideas to inspire discussion after each brainstorming session.

1) What needs exist in our school?

2) What needs exist in our neighborhood?

3) What needs exist in the world?

4) If I could change one thing in the world, it would be…

***Collect and save these pages for use later in the unit!***

-Introduce novel by explaining how the community in this book is in need and that two kids decide to respond and help fix what is happening. Read prologue out loud.

-Vocabulary activity for homework.

Day 2

-Visit www.jobpredictor.com for random job assignments

-Interest inventory/career planning quiz 

-Writing response – Which method of job selection worked better for you? Which would you trust more when deciding on a career? Why?

-Begin reading Ch 1. Finish chapter for homework.

Day 3
-Entry ticket with comprehension questions.

-Complete a One Pager for Ch 1. (Modeled in class so students get comfortable with doing them.)

-Begin reading Ch 2 in class. Finish for homework, with a One Pager.

Day 4

-Class discussion using One Pagers.

-What is a generator? Look at examples (possibly bring one to class, if one can be obtained)

-Begin reading Ch 3. Finish for homework.

Day 5

-Entry ticket with reading comprehension questions.

-Food in Ember. Start a class list of foods they have, and foods they HAD. Why does Ember not have certain kinds of food? What food would you not want to live without?

-Discuss fear of the unknown as a theme. Show scene from “The Village” (where character leaves her village and goes into the unknown). Compare this thematically to Ember.

-Begin reading Ch 4. Finish for homework with a One Pager.

Day 6
-Use One Pager for class discussion.

-Drawing activity. Put together a table with limited number of colored pencils and papers. Give an “assignment” to draw an image of a character in the novel, but only allow students to use what you provide. Allow students to interact naturally.

-Reflect on activity. How did we act in response to scarcity of resources? How should we have acted? Was there a better way we could have addressed our needs? Watch this theme as the novel progresses and use it as a point of reference for discussion later.

-Begin reading Ch 5 in class. Finish for homework.

Day 7

-Entry ticket with reading comprehension questions

-Vocabulary activity with new words.

-Read ch 6 in class.

-Pass out an assignment or quiz for ch 6 with truncated or missing instructions. Let students struggle with it, and discuss what they might do. What strategies would they use to help them?

-Read ch 7 for homework.

Day 8

-Entry ticket with reading comprehension questions

-Word activity. Find old words or phrases we use, but don’t understand. Have students guess what they mean, and then explain the real origins of the phrases. Discuss why language changes over time.

-Read ch 8 in class.

-Read ch 9 for homework and complete One Pager.

Day 9

-Use One Pager for class discussion.

-Introduce menu for literature portfolio.

-Read Ch 10 in class.

-Vocabulary activity with new words.

-Read Ch 11 for homework.

Day 10

-Entry ticket with reading comprehension questions

-Y opinion chart: finders keepers? Compare Lizzie and Lina’s opinions about the secret supplies. Who is right?

-Begin ch 12, finish for homework with a one pager.

Day 11
-Use One Pager for class discussion

-Introduce final project – relate to how Doon and Lina try to communicate their discoveries with those in their town, but are unsuccessful. What are ways we can use communication to educate people about problems? 

-Divide students into groups for final project. Return to brainstorm sheets from beginning of unit. Use these ideas to identify a problem they would like to research and focus on for their final project.

-Begin ch 13, finish for homework.

Day 12

-Entry ticket with reading comprehension questions
-Look at examples of PSAs, brochures, and posters. Allow students time to brainstorm with their groups and settle on one possible problem they would like to address through their project and what method they will use to communicate with others.

-Begin Ch 14, finish for homework with a One Pager.

Day 13
Jigsaw Discussion day: (Part 1 – initial group work)

-How does Doon and Lina’s friendship grow in the book? What do you think makes someone a good friend?

-Neither Doon or Lina has a mother in this book. How does this influence them? (Find examples!)

-How does greed affect people in the novel? Think of different people who feel greed and how they respond to it.

-Why do you think the city of Ember was built? Was it a good decision to build the city? Why or why not?

-Begin Ch 15, finish for homework.

Day 14

-Entry ticket with reading comprehension questions

-Part 2 of Jigsaw discussion (students switch to new groups to share their questions)

-Vocabulary activity for next section

-Begin Ch 16, finish for homework with One Pager
Day 15

-Use One Pagers for class discussion

-Begin collage activity by discussing major themes (greed, scarcity, fear of the unknown, corruption) 

-Give students time to begin work on collages

-Begin ch 17, finish for homework (along with collage)

Day 16
-Entry ticket with reading comprehension questions

-Time in library to research in groups for final project

-If you were leaving your home (possibly forever) what would you take with you?

-Begin Ch 18, finish for homework

Day 17

-Time in library to research in groups for final project

-Begin Ch 19, finish for homework

Day 18
-Entry ticket with reading comprehension questions

-Read Ch 20

-Write alternate endings, or “next chapter”

Day 19-??
Continued work on project as needed followed by group presentations.

Public Service Project

Project Description

In The City of Ember, Lina and Doon make discoveries that are important to the future of their city. But they have a number of difficulties communicating their discovery to those around them. We will discuss several reasons why this happens as we read the novel, and we will also learn from their mistakes.

Our final project will challenge us to explore our questions for the unit at a very deep level…

-How do scarcity and need affect our community and us? 

-What areas of need do we see in the world and how should we respond to them? 

You will work with a group to identify a need in our school, community, or world. You will then educate yourselves about that need and work together to inform our school and community about what you have learned.

Your project can be completed using any format you desire – a brochure or posters, a radio commercial, a website, a Public Service Announcement, or a public demonstration are just a few ideas to get you started. Make sure you consider your audience (students, parents, administrators?) and choose a format that will successfully communicate with them.

We will share our projects with the school and community at our next Open House. You will assess your work on the project using the attached rubric.

Public Service Project Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Attractiveness
	Makes excellent use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance the presentation.
	Makes good use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance to presentation.
	Makes use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. but occasionally these detract from the presentation content.
	Use of font, color, graphics, effects etc. but these often distract from the presentation content.


	Presentation
	Well-rehearsed or presented with smooth delivery that holds audience attention.
	Rehearsed or presented with fairly smooth delivery that holds audience attention most of the time.


	Delivery not smooth, but able to maintain interest of the audience most of the time.
	Delivery not smooth and audience attention often lost.

	Content
	Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent.
	Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good.


	Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors.
	Content is minimal OR there are several factual errors.

	Organization
	Content is well organized using headings or bulleted lists to group related material.


	Uses headings or bulleted lists to organize, but the overall organization of topics appears flawed.
	Content is logically organized for the most part.
	There was no clear or logical organizational structure, just lots of facts.

	Originality
	Product shows a large amount of original thought. Ideas are creative and inventive.
	Product shows some original thought. Work shows new ideas and insights.
	Uses other people's ideas (giving them credit), but there is little evidence of original thinking.


	Uses other people's ideas, but does not give them credit.
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