Personal Narrative Piece: “Coming of Age in America Today”
DUE DATES

First Draft: TBD
Final Draft: TBE
DESCRIPTION

Length: 3-4 pages

Format: typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman font, 12 point

· The requirements for the actual body of your paper are included on the rubric.

· For this essay, revisions will be part of a grade. One full rubric point for each of the five strands can be improved in the final draft. The points awarded for the revision will be included in the grading system as an separate grade.  

· A copy description of this assignment can be found on the World Lit blog, at www.juliuswlhs.blogspot.com 

· This essay will be assigned a letter grade, and will be worth a total of 50 points 

TASK
In this unit, you have read several personal essays from individuals who have undergone struggles, transcended barriers, or otherwise were confronted with the concept of the self. The essays also placed the narrator in very specific social, cultural and economic settings. These narratives are not just personal stories, but say something deeper about the world that shaped their lives and made them into men and women. 

Your task is to write a polished, well-organized personal narrative that is modeled by the essays in Coming of Age in the 21st Century.  We will brainstorm ideas and discuss them in class before you begin pre-writing, outlining, and drafting. The writing process will move you towards a narrative that is meaningful to you and to others. It will give them a sense of what being American means to you, and how your own upbringing and sociocultural identity has been shaped by the world in which you live.
