YAL Unit Plan Calendar
GEAR UP / CTC / NEIU

	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	Topic- Pre-Reading

Daily Aim- introduce new text

Activity-Survey of Themes and Concepts

-Share-out of themes 

Homework- Journal on one theme from in-class survey 

	Topic- Purpose of essay text
Daily Aim- understand purpose of the text

Activity- Interactive guide of questions about book
-“what good readers do”

-Read-Aloud p.3-8
Homework- Reader’s log on “Fire: An Origin Tale”

	Topic- Origins of tradition
Daily Aim- discuss first impressions 

Activity- Critical thinking journals
-small group discussion

-whole-group share-out

Homework- Reader’s log on “Knuckles” for Friday

	Topic- Cultural diversity in America

Daily Aim- concept of “America”

Activity- mind map of concepts

-concept map

-creating posters of concept maps

Homework- complete posters of “American concept”
	Topic- Struggles and Education
Daily Aim- -explore struggles and how to overcome them
Activity- share posters

-Discuss struggles of the author

-Act out alternatives

Homework- Read “The Shawl” for Monday


	Topic- Tolerance vs. Acceptance
Daily Aim- comparison and contrast of cultural characteristics
Activity- graphic organizer for analysis of the essay
-writing a good reader’s log journal
Homework- complete a journal on the topic after in-class discussion

	Topic- Ethnic and national identity
Daily Aim- considering point-of-view
Activity- 
-film clip from Stand and Deliver

-Read aloud of “The Boy Without a Flag”
-discussion of author’s purpose
Homework- mini-personal journal

	Topic- Coming of Age
Daily Aim- survey of manhood and womanhood, as well as gender roles
Activity- -sharing of mini-personal journals

Powerpoint: “coming of age” in different cultures

Homework- Read “Ordinary Pain” and take quote notes for Friday

	Topic- Why the personal narrative?
Daily Aim- Examine the value of the essays
Activity- Computer lab: visit Teenink.com and register
-read and complete journals on 2 narratives and one poem
Homework- continue reading the assignment
	Topic- family history
Daily Aim- to use multiple strategies to analyze an essay
Activity- Act-out alternatives
-graphic organizer for analysis of the essay

-small group discussion questions
Homework- Reader’s log on “La Llorona/Weeping Woman”


	Topic- Urban legends
Daily Aim-comparison and sharing of stories
Activity- gallery walk of beliefs and views
-discussing the essay as urban legend and cultural tradition
Homework- write a journal on tradition and urban legend

	Topic- storytelling in cultures
Daily Aim- multiple learning styles: ways of discussion and expression
Activity- agree/disagree whole-class activity
-telling and listening to stories

-re-read passages with commentary
Homework- Read Junot Diaz essay

	Topic- Writing the narrative: Drafting and outlining
Daily Aim- produce a workable outline of an essay
Activity- Quiz on essay
-powerpoint: writing the narrative

-outlining the essay

-fiction vs. non-fiction
Homework- polish outline and begin first draft

	Topic- Drafting and Editing the narrative 

Daily Aim- review outlines 
Activity- writing workshop all period
-reviewing outline

-working on gripping opening
Homework- continue writing the first draft

	Topic- Revising the narrative
Daily Aim- lesson on revising and editing
Activity- share-out of ideas in small groups
Homework- revise and prepare final draft for submission to TeenInk.com (online) for next week 



