NEIU Chicago Teachers’ Center 

Lesson Plan Template

	Title of Lesson Plan/Activity

-Cultural Storytelling



	Brief Description/Overview (25-50 words)
Students will form opinions, express them orally to the class while supporting their own arguments. They will use the whole-class “agree/disagree/not sure activity” to write a journal piece about how their opinions and arguments reflect their diverse backgrounds and identities. 


	Subject Area(s)

Main & Integration Areas
Language Arts, Reading, English


	Grade Level(s)

12
	Length of Lesson Plan (# of minutes or periods/days)

One hour lesson

	Goals and Standards (Only the # needed

 indicate IL or CAS standard; IL IV-A)

See unit cover sheet


	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., 

Chicago Reading Initiative elements, CMSI, national 
content area standards, etc.):

College Readiness Standards, English and 
Writing strands
20-23 and 9-10


	Student Grouping(e.g. whole class, small groups, etc.)

Students begin as a large group, then move into smaller groups based on their responses to questions.


	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master

Brainstorming ideas for a narrative essay; clarity of oral expression and good listening skills.


	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students

The essay that will accompany the lesson is “How to Date a Browngirl, Blackgirl, Whitegirl, or Halfie,” by 

Junot Diaz. The relevance of gender roles, relationships, and cultural differences is very direct.

	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application

Students will exercise their speech skills while discussing the multiracial makeup of the world. This especially 
works well in our city of Chicago. Students will learn that when it comes to traditions and social customs 
regarding relationships and gender roles, there are myriad points of view.

	Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc)

Action Strategies—Mind mapping, Agree/Disagree/Not Sure Activity, Journaling.


	

	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?)

First language: This particular essay is written by a Cuban American who uses Spanish and “Spanglish” words, as well as colloquial Latino American language. Discussion and activity will challenge students to be mindful of the relationships between languages. 
Second Language: Critical question to students is how language shapes identity, and how we as readers view the essay speaker’s identity based on the language he employs.



	Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives

The agree/disagree/not sure oral activity allows for students to first think about what they have to say, and then express them. Students must listen and respond or start a new thread of conversation. Multiple perspectives in the classroom will be represented by the different generations of Mexican-American students in my classroom as well as the African American students. 


	Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction

See above.

	Describe Procedure(s) for Conducting Activity (Teacher Procedures):
Teacher must prepare the 3 posters before class that represent the agree side of the room, the not-sure side of the room, and the disagree side of the room. Additionally, the teacher should have 8 prompts ready to read aloud to the class. The prompts will focus on the themes of the stories and essays in Coming of Age in the 21st Century. 
For example, one prompt is “As soon as a boy turns16, he is now a man.” Another one is, “Two people from different religions are not supposed to marry each other.” 

	Describe Student Procedure(s)including TIMING

(a “how-to” for students that they would understand)

Students will stand at the center of the room, then move toward the agree, not sure, or disagree statement on chart paper based on the prompt read by the teacher. All prompts will connect and relate to the themes of the book we are reading, but will also be a challenging thought-provoking issue. 
Students then will be directed to their seats, where they will exercise their written expression skills. They must choose a prompt (which will be reproduced for them on a handout,) then respond to it in a well-written, logically organized journal written piece. 

	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics)
1.  The students are assessed in how they express themselves orally.
2.  The students are assessed by the quality of their short writing pieces, in terms of how they logically organize their opinions and arguments through writing. 
3.  The students are assessed in how well they make connections between the text and their own stories.

	Resources/Materials Required

Books: Coming of Age in the 21st Century, chart paper for agree/disagree/not sure activity (and markers), student notebooks and binders
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