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             Chicago Teachers’ Center/NEIU

        Units for Books Program

        Unit Template

An expandable version of this form is available online at www.gearupchicago.org or www.neiu.edu/~yal.
	Title of Unit: Coming of Age in the 21st Century
	Date Submitted:
12/7/09

	Unit Developed by: Aleco Julius

	School: World Language HS                                                           
	Grade Level(s):    12

	When will the unit be implemented? At the start of the second quarter (3rd wk of January 2010)

	About how many classroom hours will the unit take? 15

	Curriculum Areas: 
English; World Literature


	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words): Students will read the book of essays called Coming of Age in the 21st Century: Growing Up in America Today. They will use multiple reading and discussion strategies to come to understanding of the complexity and diversity of being a young person in America. The final product will be a narrative essay modeled on the multicultural essays in the book, all of which are written by authors of literary merit. The narrative will be submitted to the online student piece website TeenInk.com.  


	Illinois State Learning Standards to be addressed by this unit.  List the applicable learning standards.  

2.B.4b  Analyze form, content, purpose and major themes of American literature and literature of other countries in their historical perspectives.
2.B.5b  Apply knowledge gained from litera​ture as a means of understanding contemporary and historical economic, social and political issues and perspectives.
3.C.5a  Communicate information and ideas in narrative, informative and persuasive writing with clarity and effectiveness in a variety of written forms using appropriate traditional and/or electronic formats; adapt content, vocabulary, voice and tone to the audience, purpose and situation.


	Teacher’s Focus Question: As a teacher, what aspect of your own instructional practice will you be examining or testing out in this unit?  What is your goal and how will you know if you have succeeded?  

Writing instruction will be the practice I will examine this unit. I want my seniors to compose a polished personal narrative that is reflective of a particular social, economic, or cultural experience. My goal is to use the highly engaging and meaningful narratives in book Coming of Age in the 21st Century for discussion of how the concept of growing up in America is multifaceted and highly complex, depending on one’s place in community and society. I will know if I have succeeded if the students complete the necessary activities in the unit, especially the production of the final narrative paper. 


	Rigor, Relationship, and Relevance We believe that successful high schools have three elements in common.  The schools set high academic standards and provide rigorous instruction paired with meaningful support so that all students can meet those high standards.  Teachers build trusting relationships with students and take steps to build community within their classrooms.  They take an interest in students’ lives, drawing on their real-world experiences and current understandings to build new knowledge.  Teachers make school relevant to students, showing them the connections between success in school and their plans for the future. (What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools, 2007. Consortium on Chicago School Research).  We have divided this template into three sections to support your planning to include the new 3Rs.

	Academic Rigor

	Enduring Understandings What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?

That an understanding of diversity and multiculturalism in modern America is essential to communicating with and negotiating the world around them.


	Essential Questions What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?

1. What does it mean to be “American” today?

2. What factors shape our identities?

3. How do different cultures define what it means to be a man or woman?

4. What is the role of the citizen in his community and society?

5. What are some of the struggles faced by individuals and social/cultural groups in the world today?



	Knowledge and Skill What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit? How will your students use higher order thinking skills?
Students will be able to write a well-organized, meaningful personal narrative that expresses a deep understanding of how one’s identify is shaped by the community and society in which one lives. The drafting, editing, and revision process will take place near the end of the unit. Students will use higher order thinking skill every day, as they continually reflect on the notion of point-of-view and grapple with the definition of what it means to be ‘American’- from the individual to the larger social group.  


	Assessment Evidence/Instruments How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.
Students’ writing will be assessed by the College Readiness Standards. The final paper will focus on four standards of CRS writing. Attached is a rubric with which the personal narrative will be assessed. (It is a part of the exemplary lesson plan).



	Learning Activities List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.
1. Reading and completing reader’s logs.
2. Small-group discussion groups.

3. Graphic organizers for comparing and contrasting narratives.

4. Drafting, editing, and revising their writing. 

5. Critical thinking questions about the text during daily bell ringers.  


	Differentiating Instruction In what ways does the unit respond to students’ different learning styles or multiple intelligences? What modifications are made for students with special needs? ELL students?
Students will have a chance to study and explore the narratives in the text thought multiple reading and writing strategies, but, additionally, they will have the chance to present and act out mini-scenarios. For example, several of the narratives in the text involve a conflict, struggle, or important decision that has to be made. Many possibilities in terms of how things could have done differently could be acted out. This way, students of all learning styles benefit. Also, visuals such as video clips will accompany the text.  

Although there are no ELL students in my classes, special needs students will be have accommodations made by me and the CTT. They included chunking the text, summarizing parts for them before they read, giving them extra time outside of class to complete assignments, and verbal and written instructions. 


	Relevance

	How does the unit relate to students’ lives, skills, cultures, language, and background knowledge? How does the unit show students the relevance of their work in school to their future lives?
This unit is very directly related to the students’ cultures, language, and background knowledge. We will have daily discussions about the similarities and differences between cultures and social groups, and the origins of traditions. This is the major thesis of the book we will be reading. The idea of ‘Coming of Age’ is a very relevant one, especially for these seniors. As they prepare to graduate high school and enter the world of young adulthood, they must be aware of the expanse that is America and the world. Along with the exploration of these ideas, their skills of observance and recognition as well as the development of their cultural sensitivity will be bred through their own writing pieces, particularly the final personal narrative paper. 


	Relationship

	How does the unit build, support, and draw from a trusting classroom community? 
This unit will certainly help build a trusting classroom community because of the individual and personal nature of the narratives they will be writing. Students will not only continually be making personal reactions to the text, but they will be thinking deeply about higher order questions that pertain the social, political, and ethnic makeup of America. 
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