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	Title: 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time: What Difference Does Difference Make?


	Guiding Question/Issue:  
What difference does “difference” make in our lives?

	Subject Area(s) Addressed

Main & Integration Areas
Literature, Math, Social 
Studies, Science
	Grade Level(s)
9th 
	Length of Unit (# of days)
20

	Goals and Standards (Only the # needed to

 indicate IL standard, i.e., IL IV-A)

English: IL1.A.4a,  1.C.4a,  1.C.4c,  2.A.4d,  3.B.4a, 4.A.4a  

Social Studies: IL18.A.4  
	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., 

Chicago Reading Initiative elements, CMSI, 

national content area standards, etc.)


	Social/Affective Goals & Objectives (for group/class development & individual)
This unit will increase students’ knowledge and sensitivity to the realities faced by the disabled. 
It will show that disability can mean “differently abled”. 


	Abstract (about 25-50 words)
Students will analyze The Curious Incident. . .  in terms of themes (discovering truth, disability, special ability and difference, family relationships and personal achievement.  Writings by autistic 

people will be compared to the viewpoint of the autistic boy in the novel written by a “normal” person.  They will work in small groups on project topics such as the causes of autism, logical thinking and math riddles, the affects of “difference” on relationships and the history of disability rights movement.  


	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students
Students will reflect on their own perception and thought processes as well their own differences, disabilities and unique abilities, family relationships and personal achievements.

	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application
Students experience disability as individuals and in their families, schools and communities.  This unit will give students new perspectives on how society’s perception of disability and difference.

	Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc)
I-Search writings, Graphic organizers, Role-playing, Tableaux, Simulation, Writing in role.


	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?)
ELLs will deepen their understanding of idiomatic and symbolic word meanings through analyzing Christopher’s literal understanding of language and his definitions of metaphor and simile.  Structured small group discussion will improve verbal skills and fluency.


	Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives
Students will read and discuss excerpts from the writings of a range of autistic individuals describing their experiences as autistics and their viewpoints about the wider society.  Writings from disability activists will be included as well.  Students will have opportunities to share their own experiences and views about disability/difference in their own lives.


	Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction
Different learning styles will be addressed through use of video, visual as well as written projects, and use of math and logic puzzles.


	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master
I Search procedure for exploring topics of interest
Drama techniques for representing character and plot (role play, tableaux)

Writing in Role

Recognition of literal and idiomatic language with emphasis on simile and metaphor


	List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form)
Small group projects on topics related to difference.  Groups will present foundational projects halfway through the unit and fold them into final projects presented at the end of the unit.
Individuals will do think-alouds, text comparisons, and writing in role

Whole group will work with literal and idiomatic language, and metaphors and similes.  The group will present role-plays and tableaux to explore character and plot.



	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics, and attach them if possible)
Weekly quizzes on comprehension of  text
Teacher made rubrics for foundational and final projects

Writing rubrics for Writing in Role activity.



	Resources/Materials Required
Simulation materials (several kinds of music, boom boxes, colorful fabrics)
See attached—but as yet incomplete--bibliography
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