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             Chicago Teachers’ Center/NEIU

        Units for Books Program

        Unit Template

An expandable version of this form is available online at www.gearupchicago.org or www.neiu.edu/~yal.
	Title of Unit: American Drama from Three Perspectives
	Date Submitted: 12/22/2009


	Unit Developed by: Emily Alt

	School:          Social Justice High School                                                          
	Grade Level(s):    11th

	When will the unit be implemented? January-February 2010

	About how many classroom hours will the unit take? 16-20

	Curriculum Areas: American Literature (11th grade)

	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words) : 
This unit will act as an introduction to American theater for 11th grade students.  We will read Our Town by Thornton Wilder, Death of A Salesman by Arthur Miller and The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams. Students will stage various scenes for their school community, analyze themes and make connections to their own lives through the universal themes.  

	Illinois State Learning Standards to be addressed by this unit.  
1.A.5b  Analyze the meaning of abstract concepts and the effects of particular word and phrase choices.

1.B.5b  Analyze the defining characteristics and structures of a variety of complex literary genres and describe how genre affects the meaning and function of the texts.

1.C.5a  Use questions and predictions to guide reading across complex materials.

1.C.5e  Evaluate how authors and illustrators use text and art across materials to express their ideas (e.g., complex dialogue, persuasive techniques).
2.A.5b  Evaluate relationships between and among character, plot, setting, theme, conflict and resolution and their influence on the effectiveness of a literary piece.

2.A.5d  Evaluate the influence of historical context on form, style and point of view for a variety of literary works.

2.B.5a  Analyze and express an interpretation of a literary work.

2.B.5b  Apply knowledge gained from litera​ture as a means of understanding contemporary and historical economic, social and political issues and perspectives.

3.C.5a  Communicate information and ideas in narrative, informative and persuasive writing with clarity and effectiveness in a variety of written forms using appropriate traditional and/or electronic formats; adapt content, vocabulary, voice and tone to the audience, purpose and situation.
4.B.5a  Deliver planned and impromptu oral presentations, as individuals and members of a group, conveying results of research, projects or literature studies to a variety of audiences (e.g., peers, community, business/industry, local organizations) using appropriate visual aids and available technology.
4.B.5b  Use speaking skills to participate in and lead group discussions; analyze the effectiveness of the spoken interactions based upon the ability of the group to achieve its goals.

4.B.5c  Implement learned strategies to self-monitor communication anxiety and appre​hension (e.g., relaxation and transference techniques, scripting, extemporaneous out​lining, repetitive practice).


	Teacher’s Focus Question: As a teacher, what aspect of your own instructional practice will you be examining or testing out in this unit?  What is your goal and how will you know if you have succeeded?  


In this unit, I am very interested in evaluating my skills with differentiation and my ability to have students reading and responding to multiple works.  I also want to determine if using performance of 3 scenes can act as a means for evaluating student knowledge of the play. I am interested in providing students with multiple methods to demonstrate understanding (discussion, formal writing, and performance of scenes) and would like to determine which assessment method is most comfortable for my students. I will know if I succeeded because I will do a pre and post-assessment with my students focused on skills and will also ask them to complete a formal survey evaluating themselves, the unit and my teaching. 


	Rigor, Relationship, and Relevance We believe that successful high schools have three elements in common.  The schools set high academic standards and provide rigorous instruction paired with meaningful support so that all students can meet those high standards.  Teachers build trusting relationships with students and take steps to build community within their classrooms.  They take an interest in students’ lives, drawing on their real-world experiences and current understandings to build new knowledge.  Teachers make school relevant to students, showing them the connections between success in school and their plans for the future. (What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools, 2007. Consortium on Chicago School Research).  We have divided this template into three sections to support your planning to include the new 3Rs.

	Academic Rigor

	Enduring Understandings What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?

Students will understand the role that theater has played in the development of the American literary canon, the various methods used in theater staging, application of universal themes to relevant daily life and the use of social commentary in the written form. 


	Essential Questions What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline? 
1. Can a play change someone’s beliefs about the world?
2. How do universal themes present themselves in varying time periods?
3. What role does the American Dream play in each of these plays?

4. Why is drama a critical component to the literary canon?
5. Why do plays act as a unique vehicle for social commentary?


	Knowledge and Skill What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit? How will your students use higher order thinking skills?
1. Knowledge and understanding of basic stage directions.

2. Knowledge and understanding of play structure.

3. Vocabulary acquisition and application.

4. Close reading and annotation skills.

5. Application of text to daily life.

6. Comparing and contrasting texts.

7. Reading and writing analysis.

	Assessment Evidence/Instruments How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.
1. Final Advanced Placement style compare/contrast literary analysis.

2. Performance of 1 scene from each play (3 scenes total).

3. Exit Tickets

4. Large/small group discussions.

	Learning Activities List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.
· Rehearsing and performing 3 scenes.
· Timed writing focusing on theme and social commentary.
· Small group work, discussion and analysis for scene preparation.

· Large group discussion/Socratic Seminar.

· Viewing and analyzing film version of 3 scenes.

· Reading and responding to critical theory critique in connection to social commentary.

· Independent research on authors’ biography.


	Differentiating Instruction In what ways does the unit respond to students’ different learning styles or multiple intelligences? What modifications are made for students with special needs? ELL students?
· Work alone/together

· Varied supplementary materials

· Mini workshops to re-teach or extend skills

· Jigsaw
· Socratic Seminar/Fishbowl
· Leveled questions
· Read aloud/Independent reading

· Performance option

· Film viewing

· Audio recordings



	Relevance

	How does the unit relate to students’ lives, skills, cultures, language, and background knowledge? How does the unit show students the relevance of their work in school to their future lives?
Students enrolled in the class in which this unit will be implemented are preparing to take the AP English Literature exam in the Spring of 2011. These students are required to acquire a vast array of classical knowledge. For most of the students, this will be the first time they are exposed to the study of drama. While my students might have a broad base of community and critical knowledge, their lack of classical knowledge can be difficult to overcome.  I want to assure my students are competitive with students of more privileged backgrounds on such exams as Advanced Placement and ACT work.  

Through studying classic literature, students from my school are able to gain access to a culture of power that was not previously accessible. Further, these universal themes (value of life, American Dream, reality v. perception) play themselves out in the lives of my students on a daily basis. For example, many of my students have experienced the sudden and traumatizing loss of a loved one due to gang or gun violence.  Wilder’s Our Town presents the focus on appreciating every moment of life through his staged production.  
While my school serves Latino and African American students, and these plays are written by older, white males, I believe my students will make applications to their daily lives through the study of these works.  Classic, well-written literature is universally applicable and these three plays certainly fit this qualification.  


	Relationship

	How does the unit build, support, and draw from a trusting classroom community? 
The context of this classroom is that students have already developed extremely tight bonds simply as a result of the incredibly rigorous workload and high expectations. Students have formed themselves into study groups and work collaboratively on many activities in order to succeed in such a challenging placement.

Because students will work independently, in small groups and in large groups for this unit, the possibilities for further developing a trusting classroom community are vast. As students work to rehearse and perfect their three performance scenes, they will need to rely on one another in order to successfully complete the project.  
This unit is very student centered as it will require students to grapple and analyze independently; little focus will be on the teacher during the day to day of instruction.  Further, our large and small group discussions focus heavily on the value of student voice in connection to analyzing challenging literature. Students will use their voices and ideas to gain access to powerful analytical skills while supporting their classmates as they work through complication reading passages.  
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