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Lois Lowry was born March 20, 1937 in Hawaii to Robert and Katharine Hammersberg. Her father was an Army dentist and the family lived all over the world. She attended Brown University, but left after her sophomore year to get married and raise a family of four children. They settled in Maine, where she returned to college and received her degree from the University of Southern Maine. Lois Lowry fulfilled a childhood dream when she began writing in the mid-1970's. Now divorced, she lives in West Cambridge with her dog, Bandit, and spends weekends in her 19th century farmhouse in New Hampshire.

Lois Lowry, author of over 20 novels and winner of the Newbery Medal twice, is a woman to be taken seriously. This native of Hawaii has become a favorite of both children and young adults. She has tackled a number of topics in her literature including adoption, mental illness, cancer, the Holocaust and futuristic societies. Whatever the theme, Lowry portrays realistic life experiences to her audience.

In her books, Lois Lowry throws her characters and readers into many thought-provoking situations. The contemporary young adult reader is compelled to confront society with all of its imperfections. 

Summary of Book:
Gathering Blue is the tale of Kira, a young girl orphaned in a heartless, uncaring society. Kira's mother has died of a sudden illness, and, after the customary four days in the Fields watching her mother's body as the spirit left, the girl returns to their home only to find it burned to the ground and the land claimed by another woman. Kira's father died before she was born and her mother had only been allowed to keep the baby because her grandfather was an important person in their community. In this community, strength and work are very important, and someone like Kira, who was born with a physical disability, was usually taken from her family and left to die in the Fields. This culture where no one attempted to help even a family member, much less a neighbor, is what Kira faces after her mother's death. 

Kira is not like other young girls, though. Her mother has taught her how to sew and weave and she has demonstrated a natural talent for weaving life into simple threads. The Counsel of Guardians recognizes this talent and takes her under their protective wing. The Counsel provides food and shelter to her in exchange for embroidery work on the robes of the Singer, the storyteller and history-holder of the village. It is here that Kira meets Thomas the Carver and young Jo. She is also visited regularly by Matt, who is several years younger and of a much lower station in life. This young boy becomes Kira's strength and constant source of amusement and laughter. 

Matt disappears one day only to reappear days later with a surprise for Kira, a surprise that questions the beliefs and traditions of her culture.  Pressed for time and bewildered by her new discoveries, Kira makes a decision that will change her life, her community, and her culture forever.

Curricular Connections:

Gathering Blue can connect to curriculum under several different themes.  Most connections lend themselves to the Social Studies/History curriculum.  Focusing on how our past affects us and shapes our future opens up several possibilities for the study of this novel.  An area of study may be on civil rights; violations of, major developments and advancements for minorities, women, the elderly, the disabled, and what society should work towards and fight for to ensure a better future for all.  The basic theme of survival can be studied and related to various eras of history.  The areas of science and math can be connected through inventions, techniques, discoveries, and advancements that have aided our culture, our society and made it what it is today.  Finally, the future of our society and the role of citizen should be developed, researched, and studied.  

Rationale:

Gathering Blue questions how society and the power of authority figures hold life and the future of our reality.  It explores the idea that an individual can make a difference and change the injustices accepted by our society.  Kira, although confused, young, and disabled, makes a brave and selfless decision that will change history for her village.  Although young and unsure of her skills, her abilities, and her strength, Kira develops such a sense of determination and, against all odds, will change history.

Many of our students face the same challenges and obstacles that Kira must face and endure.  Not knowing the full impact that they can have on society, our students accept life as they know it and rarely question the world around them.  Hopefully, Gathering Blue will open the minds of our teenagers and give them a small glimpse of the accomplishments and changes that they as individuals can make for themselves, their family, and their society.  Although the future is uncertain, the decisions they make today affects the lives they lead tomorrow.

Gathering Blue Novel Unit Plan- Lesson Plans

CRI Key: W-Word Knowledge; F-Fluency, C-Comprehension, Wr-Writing

State Goals: 1/A/3b, 1/B/3a-3d, 1/C/3a-3e, 2/A/3b, 3d, 2/B/3a-3c, 3/A/3, 3/B/3a-3b, 3/C/3a, 4/A/3a, 4/B/3a, 3c, 3d, 5/A/3a, 5/B/3a, 5/C/3a-3c


	Day 1 W C Wr

Library/Lab research-customs of death and grieving of various cultures

HW-how does your family react to loss?
	Day 2 W F Wr C

Share research with group.  Find similarities & differences of cultures/self

Graphic organizer

HW-Journal; a day in the life of a disabled person
	Day 3 C F Wr W

Think-Pair Share

How does society treat the disabled/handicapped?

What changes have been made to aide

Disabled or handicapped?

Group present ideas

HW-vocabulary ch 1-6; visual flashcards
	Day 4 C Wr

Read chapters 1-4

Graphic organizer of story elements

HW-draw/recreate Kira’s villiage
	Day 5 Wr C F

Journal; If you were Kira, what would yo be feeling?

Y chart

HW-study guide questions

	Day 6 C Wr W  F

Journal 

Venn Diagram; how does Kira’s life/reality compare to yours

Read chapters 5-6

HW-chain of events chapters 1-6
	Day 7 W Wr C

Vocabulary quiz 1-6

Jouranl-list dangers that Kira must overcome in her society.  Is she making any progress?

Vocabulary 7-13; word map

HW-read 7-8 and complete study guide questions
	Day 8 F C Wr

Grand discussion chapters 7-8

Groups read 9-10

Prediction chart

HW-Journal-what suspicions do you have about the Council of Elders

Study guide questions 9-10
	Day 9 W F C Wr

Review vocabulary 

Share HW- journal entries

Develop 3 questions you have for novel

Read chapters 11-12 individually

Grand Discussion

Hw-study guide questions
	Day 10 W C Wr

Vocabulary quiz 1-13

Create crossword puzzle vocabulary chapters 14-19

Chronolog

HW-Chain of events 7-12

	Day 11 C F Wr

Dyeing Activity

Dye article of clothing form home-focus on creating a specific design 

HW-journal; reflect on dyeing process.  Relate personal experience to Kira’s life experience
	Day 12 C F Wr

Groups read chapters 13-16; journal new developments &

Predictions

HW-study guide questions
	Day 13 W Wr C F

Vocab quiz 1-19

Class read chapters 17-20

Study guide questions

Discuss new discoveries

HW-Journal Is Kira a prisoner?  Chain of events 13-20


	Day 14 W Wr C F

Vocabulary 20-23 vocabulary story

Groups read final chapters 21-23

Grand discussion

HW-study guide questions, chain of events 21-23
	Day 15 W F C

Vocabulary test 1-23

Group discussion-what ending does group envision for book

HW- select project and dig in

	Day 16 C 

Class and HW-Project development
	Day 17 C

Class and HW-Project development
	Day 18 C

Class and HW-Project development
	Day 19 C F W

Presentations
	Day 20 C F W

Presentations


Unit Level Assessment:

Students select project below and decide to work individually, in pairs or larger groups.

1. Create a village.  Either depict Kira’s village or that of a new, ideal society

2. Write a new ending to the story

3. Research the dyeing and weaving process.  Report in oral and written form.

4. Read The Giver and compare it to Gathering Blue
Other Assessments:

Vocabulary tests

Study Guide questions

Journals

Various Graphic Organizers

Lesson Plan-Day 11 “Dyeing Process”
Goals: 1/A/3b
1/B/3c
1/C/3b
1/C/3d
2/A/3b
2/B/3a
2/B/3c
3/A/3
3/B/3a
4/A/3a,3c

CRI: 

Comprehension-understand the intricacies of the daily life for Kira, relate deeper to 


character

Fluency-listen to and explain multi-step dying process

Writing-reflect on dyeing process and relate personal experiences to Kira (journal)

Word Knowledge-identify, define, and use words specific to dyeing process

Objective: Students will extend comprehension of major character of Gathering Blue by sharing in a similar life experience, creating empathy for character

Materials: newspaper, RIT dye, kool-aid, food coloring, several bowls, clothing brought from homes of students, rubber paints, various sizes and styles of paint brushes, copies of dying process

Activity:
In groups students will create their own dyed clothing.  Using the copies of the dyeing process as well as direction from teacher, students will use various forms of dye and brushing techniques to mimic the work of Kira.  

Assessment:
Successful completion of a dyed article of clothing, use of vocabulary specific to dyeing process, ability to follow multi-step process and explain steps to others

Homework:
Journal; reflect on dyeing process.  Relate personal experience to Kira’s life experience.
