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Of Dæmons, Dust, and Dark Materials: Using The Golden Compass to teach science to struggling readers.





Visualization, Text Structure and Writing in-role





Introduction, Overview and Purpose Setting:


Participants will have reviewed curricular materials and assumptions


Participants will have had a brief opportunity to respond to the book


Participants will explore how visualization techniques support frontloading of content terms, concepts and “big picture” ideas


Participants will write “in-role” to help students gage and deepen their understanding of the use of fantasy to distance students from the more harsh present-day perspective to engage in an exploration of sophisticated philosophical ideas


Participants will learn how to use open graphic organizers to help connect the student's lived experience with the scientific content of fantasy





Visualizing Lyra’s Oxford (20 minutes) 


Floorstorming as warm up








Mini-Lesson – Is Science the Magic that we know? (10 minutes)


The role of fantasy and science fiction in increasing secondary science achievement scores








Unit Materials’ Overview  (15 minutes)


Walking Through the Packet 








Day Four – Lyra’s Dæmon – Is Childhood innocent (30 minutes) 


Character Quotes


Writing in-role








Day Ten – Dark Materials and the Northern Lights – Text Structure (30 minutes)


Open Graphic Organizers








Q/A and wrap up (15 minutes)




















