Study Guide Questions – Reading Level 4.9

The Golden Compass – Vol. One of His Dark Materials’ Trilogy, v3
Pullman, P. (1996). The Golden Compass. New York: Scholastic.

Points:  Unless otherwise stated, all questions have a 2 point default value for each correctly answered question – some questions include more than one question part.

Section One: Oxford

Chapter One: The Decanter of Tokay, pp. 3-16

· What is the significance of the chapter title?

·  Why do you think the Master would put poison in Lord Asriel’s drink? What hints can you find from the text? List three reasons with page numbers.

· What’s a daemon? Why would all servants have dog daemons? Be ready to backup your argument with specifics from the book (1 point for each correct response with p. #s).

· What’s a wardrobe? Why is Lyra hiding there? Originally? Later?

· Do you have a daemon? 

· Go online to http://www.goldencompassmovie.com/?283336 and create a daemon.

· Email a copy to me and to your friends. Do they think the choice is good?  

· Did the daemon match what you would have chosen? Why or why not?

Chapter Two: The Idea of North, pp. 17-32

· The scholars toast poppy heads with butter to relax after dinner because “…it clarified the mind and stimulated the tongue, and made for rich conversation” (p. 18).

· What do we use to clarify the tongue and make for rich conversation?

· Why would poppy heads do this for the Scholars?

· On p. 20, Lord Asriel describes “Dust.” Make a list of all the things you know about Dust after reading this chapter (one point per idea with p. #).

· Google “trepanning.” Why do you think Dr. Grumman had a trepanned skull? Why did Lord Asriel show the skull to the Scholars?

· It’s clear that Lyra's world is not ours. Fold this paper in half, lengthwise. On the back, label one half Our World; on the other half, label it Lyra’s World. List things that are different. Cite p. #s to get one point per full entry (half point if only on one side). (Compare/Contrast)

· On p. 29-30, the author explains how various parts of the government came to be. Make a list of the events in order. Be as specific as you like, 1 pt. per entry – obviously, the more correct entries in the correct order, the more points you’ll get. Be sure to include p#s. (Timeline)

Chapter Three: Lyra’s Jordan, pp. 33-65
· Lyra is described as a barbarian on p. 34. Make a “Y” chart to compare Lyra’s behavior to that of a barbarian. Write your conclusion in the bottom – be ready to support your argument with specific examples. (Compare/Contrast)

· On p. 45, Tony Makarios is described as “…too small to be a threat and too stolid to promise much satisfaction as a victim.” What does stolid mean in this sentence? Rewrite the sentence using other words or phrases that would mean something similar. You can have more than one sentence. One point per correct substitution sentence – be sure to underline your substituted phrase or word. 

· Who are the Gobblers? 

· How do they capture their victims?

· How do they convince these people to “help” them?

· Why does Lyra decide to fight the Gobblers? You’ll receive a point for each piece of evidence you can present (with p. #s).

· What is the significance of Pan mirroring the form of the golden monkey?
Chapter Four: The Alethiometer, pp. 66-80
· What specific “moves” did Mrs. Coulter make to entrance Lyra? One point per entry with p. #s.
· The alethiometer is a device that tells the reader the truth. Break the word into two parts and find the meanings of each. What does alethiometer mean?
· What is the significance of Pan mirroring the form of the golden monkey?
Chapter Five: The Cocktail Party, pp. 81-97
· What’s “experimental theology?” What would these people study in our world?
· Look up the word taboo in the dictionary or online. Explain why Pan’s capture by the golden monkey broke a taboo for Lyra.
· On p. 89-90, we learn about the relationship between the General Oblation Board and the Gobbles. Why is this ironic?

· What did Lyra learn at the cocktail party that caused her to leave Mrs. Coulter? Be specific as possible – you’ll get one point per correct entry with p. #.

Chapter Six: The Throwing Nets, pp. 98-109

· “It was a fine thing to be free again. She knew that Pantalaimon, padding on wildcat paws beside her, felt the same joy as she did to be in the open air, even if it was murky London air, laden with fumes and soot and clangorous with noise” (p. 98-99). What does clangorous mean in this sentence?

· Choose any of the words below and on the back of this page, write the sentence in which you found the word. Underline the word. Look at the context of the word to see if you know what the word means.  The parts of the word might help as well.  Beneath the sentence, draw a picture of what the sentence means. (Two points per word with sentence, p. #, and picture.)

· Brazier

· Oratory

· Gallows-like crane

· Cauchuc-covered cable

· Why was Lyra netted by the gyptians?

· What happened to the dead men’s daemons? Why do you think that was so? Be ready to support your thesis… (Cause and Effect)

· Panserbjorne. List as many specific things as you can about them. You’ll get one point per correct entry with p. #.

Chapter Seven: John Faa, pp. 110-129
· The gyptians had a hiding place on their narrow boats that was lined with cedar wood, which “…had a soporific effect on daemons…” (p. 111). Break the word into parts and find the meaning for each part. What does soporific this mean?

· Google the words “fen” and “Everglades.” How are the fens in Lyra’s world like the Everglades in our world? How are they different?  (Compare and Contrast)

· Create a Venn diagram to represent this.

· Be ready to defend your answers.

· John Faa leads the gyptians as they decide to go to war against the Gobblers. Why do you think the gyptians went to war rather than any of the other groups we’ve met so far in this book? List your reasons -- 1 point for each reason and p. #.

· Let’s practice with the alethiometer.

· Go online to http.//www.hisdarkmaterials.org/alethiometer/
· Read the instructions.

· Create a question.

· Write that question here.

· What symbols did you choose?

· What was your answer?

Chapter Eight: Frustration, pp. 130-140

· How does Lyra enthrall the gyptian children? How does this resemble the tactics Mrs. Coulter used to do the same? How is it different? Create a T-chart – you’ll get one point per answer with p. #s, per each side.

·  What leadership characteristics does John Faa show? List as many as you can – you’ll get one point per correct entry with p. #.

Chapter Nine: The Spies, pp. 141-159

· Why was it forbidden to touch another’s daemon?
· What happened to change John Faa’s mind about Lyra going north to Bolvangar?
· How did Farder Coran “coach” Lyra to read the alethiometer? What other things can you think of that use similar skills?
Section Two -- Bolvangar

Chapter Ten: The Consul and the Bear, pp. 163-182
· Chose any of the words below and on the back of this page, write the sentence in which you found the word. Underline the word. Look at the context of the word to see if you know what the word means.  The parts of the word might help as well.  Beneath the sentence, draw a picture of what the word means in this sentence. Three points per word with sentence, p# and picture.

· Abated

· Ponderously

· Intercision

· Treat  (bonus question – 5 points)

· Sledge depot

· Once again in this chapter we have two adults talking about Lyra’s destiny – and that she must remain ignorant of it if she is to save the universe (p. 176)

· Is your destiny pre-determined?

· Is it better to be kept in ignorance, or would you want to know what the future holds for you?

· We can’t forget that Lyra is a child. “She wandered along the deck toward the bows, and soon made the acquaintance of an able seaman by flicking at him the pips she’d saved from the apple she’d eaten at breakfast. He was a stout and placid man, and when he’d sworn at her and been sworn at in return, they became great friends. He was called Jerry” (p. 165).

· How does Jerry keep Lyra occupied? (1 point per correct entry with p. #)

· Why would Jerry be a better teacher for Lyra than Mrs. Lonsdale would, the housekeeper at Jordan College would? (Bonus question 5 points)

· Why do daemons have to settle? (1 point per reason with p. #)  (Attribute)

· On p. 171, Farder Coran asks a critical question of Dr. Lanselius. What’s the question, and why should you remember this question for your future benefit?

Chapter Eleven: Armor pp. 183-203
· Turn this page over and create a graphic organizer that list every thing you know about Bolvangar – you’ll get one point per correct entry with page number. (Attribute)

· What’s our world’s equivalent to anbaric force (p. 187)?

· Why is Lord Asriel imprisoned in Svalbard? (1 point per entry)

· What is the significance of the foreshadowing discussion on p. 189 about the new kind of the panserbjorne?

· In the chapter, we are introduced to Lee Scoresby, the aeronaut. (1 point each)

· How does he enthrall the gyptians?  

· How does Lyra know she can go? 

· How do the daemons serve their humans?  

· How do we do this since we don’t have daemons?

· On p. 199, Lyra puts her hand on an un-armored part of Iorek Byrnison. Do you think she is brave, or do you agree with Pullman, who claims that Lyra is unimaginative (skip forward to p. 247 and read the first two paragraphs)? Be ready to support your position with the reasons (and page numbers for support)

Chapter Twelve:  The Lost Boy, pp. 204-213  

· Why would the alethiometer refer to Tony Makarios as a “ghost?”

· When Lyra found Tony, what was he holding, and why? How did this behavior mirror Lyra’s?

Chapter Thirteen: Fencing, pp. 214–229

· “From time to time the half-boy spoke.
“What’s that you said?” asked Lyra.

“I says is she gonna know where I am?”

“Yeah, she’ll know, she’ll find you and we’ll find her. Hold on tight now, Tony. It en’t far from here…”” (p. 216).
· To whom are they referring? How do you know? (1 point for each example with p#.)
· Chose any of the words below and on the back of this page, write the sentence in which you found the word. Underline the word. Look at the context of the word to see if you know what the word means.  The parts of the word might help as well.  A dictionary might help as well.  Beneath the sentence, draw a picture of what you think the word means in this sentence. Three points per word with sentence, p. # and picture.

· Suffused

· Pallid

· Pyre

· Feinted

· How does Lee Scoresby make gas? List the steps below, in the correct order (1 point per correct answer).

Chapter Fourteen: Bolvangar Lights, pp. 230-246

· After finishing this chapter, go back and reread to determine who was following the sledge on the trip north. How do you know? 1 point per correct entry with p. #.

· On p. 235, we learn that “…fear had made [Lyra] exhausted, and soon she slipped uneasily into sleep.”

· How can fear make you exhausted?  Be ready to discuss a time when fear or excitement made you exhausted.

· One of the themes of His Dark Materials is the issue of innocence in childhood – Pullman argues that childhood is not a time of innocence, and that the adults who disempower children are not successful. How does Lyra use this narrow definition of childhood to her advantage in this chapter?

· “…daemons of dull people were dull themselves” (p. 239). Explain how this applies to Sister Clara’s daemon.  How did this compare to the servants’ daemons discussed in Chapter One?

Chapter Fifteen: The Daemon Cages, pp. 247-264

· Chose any of the words below and on the back of this page, write the sentence in which you found the word. Underline the word. Look at the context of the word to see if you know what the word means.  The parts of the word might help as well.  Beneath the sentence, draw a picture of what the word means in this sentence. Three points per word with sentence, p# and picture.

· Sanguine

· Practiced liar

· Disdainfully

· Little operation

· Hummocks

· What is Lyra’s relationship to Roger? Go back to the earliest chapters and find examples from throughout the text, with p. #s (one point each).

· On p. 249, we discover that all of the children at Bolvangar are about the same age. Why? Again, find examples from throughout the book, with p. #s (one point each).

· What is the significance of the man in the lab coat, along with Sister Clara, taking Bridget McGinn away?

· What is the significance of the title of this chapter?

Chapter Sixteen: The Silver Guillotine, pp. 265-279

· Mrs. Coulter has many sides to her personality.  Which elements of Mrs. Coulter’s personality do the children of Bolvangar claim to be so terrifying?
· Chose any of the words below and on the back of this page, write the sentence in which you found the word. Underline the word. Look at the context of the word to see if you know what the word means.  The parts of the word might help as well.  Beneath the sentence, draw a picture of what the word means in this sentence. Three points per word with sentence, p# and picture.

· Inconspicuous

· Translucent

· Ordinator

· Rectified

· Stanchion

· The author uses the character of Mrs. Coulter to provide exposition on Lord Asriel (on p. 273). All the people there know most of this information already – it’s in the story to provide information for Lyra. What’s another way the author could have achieved this end?
· Why did Mrs. Coulter save Lyra from intercision?
Chapter Seventeen: The Witches, pp. 280-303

· “With every second that went past, with every sentence she spoke, she felt a little strength flowing back. And now that she was doing something difficult and familiar and never quite predictable, namely lying, she felt a sort of mastery again, the same sense of complexity and control that the alethiometer gave her. She had to be careful not to say anything obviously impossible; she had to be vague in some places and invent plausible details in others; she had to be an artist, in short” (p. 281). How does Lyra demonstrate artistry when she lies?
· What is the significance of Lyra’s conversation with Mrs. Coulter on p. 283? What do we learn about Lyra? What do we learn about Mrs. Coulter?
· Why could you use the phrase “deus ex machina” to describe the arrival of Iorek Byrnison on p. 291?
· “Lyra encouraged, bullied, hit, half-carried, swore at, pushed, dragged, lifted tenderly, where it was needed, and Pantalaimon (by the state of each child’s daemon) told her what was needed in each case” (p. 295). Why did the other children allow this?
· “It was all a phantasmagoria now: white, black, a swift green flutter across her vision, ragged shadows, racing light--…” (p. 298). What does phantasmagoria mean in this sentence?
Section Three – Svalbard

Chapter Eighteen: Fog and Ice, pp. 307-324

· Chose any of the words below and on the back of this page, write the sentence in which you found the word. Underline the word. Look at the context of the word to see if you know what the word means.  The parts of the word might help as well.  Beneath the sentence, draw a picture of what the word means in this sentence. Three points per word with sentence, p# and picture.

· Acts-of-War Insurance

· Mayhem and ructions

· Precipitate

· Unwieldy

· Roiling

· Marmosets

· Go back and reread p. XX, where Iofur Raknison is first introduced to us. We learn things there that lead Lyra to believe that he can be tricked. Why?

· Why does Serafina Pekkala think that priests are afraid of Dust?

Chapter Nineteen: Captivity, pp. 325-343

· Chose any of the words below and on the back of this page, write the sentence in which you found the word. Underline the word. Look at the context of the word to see if you know what the word means.  The parts of the word might help as well.  Beneath the sentence, draw a picture of what the word means in this sentence. Three points per word with sentence, p# and picture.

· clambered

· waft

· Duplicitous plagiarist

· Coxcomb

· Popinjay

· Filched

· Besotted

· Festoons

· Lyra’s strategy is to trick Iofur Raknison through which specific actions? List them in chronological order – one point per correct response with p. #s. (Sequence)

· How does Lyra use the alethiometer to help trick Iofur Raknison?
· Why does Pan nip Lyra’s hand at the end of p. 343? (Cause and Effect)
Chapter Twenty: Mortal Combat, pp. 344-360

· Pullman gives a brief mention to Iofur’s wives. “Lyra was profoundly curious about she-bears, because she knew so little about them, but this was no time to wander about asking questions…” (p. 345).  Take a moment to see a mental picture of Iofur’s wives. What do you see? Just what, in fact, do she–bears look like?
· Draw one.
· Label as many details as you can with p. #s. 
· One point per correct label – and 5 points for the she-bear!
· The indecision of Iofur’s court is demonstrated several ways in this chapter. List as many ways as you can. 1 point per correct entry.
· On p. 348, we see the legend of Lyra Silvertongue grow.
“You tricked Iofur Raknison?”
“Yes. I made him agree that he’d fight you instead of just killing you straight off as an outcast, and the winner would be king of the bears. I had to do that, because—“
“Belacqua? No. You are Lyra Silvertongue,” he said. “To fight him is all I want. Come, little daemon.”

· How does this tie into Lyra’s destiny?

· Lyra has the gift of persuasion – lying, sometimes; other times, re-arranging the facts to suit her purpose. Is this a good quality?

· Reread the passage on p. 350 (or on p. 353) that starts on the second paragraph (or 4th paragraph). Pullman uses the device of imagery by choosing to use strong verbs with harsh consonants to engage your senses as you read. Pick  three phrases and write a sentence explaining what words Pullman used to create the imagery of the passage.

Chapter Twenty-One: Lord Asriel’s Welcome, pp. 361– 378

· On p. 362, we learn how Lord Asriel dominated Iofur Raknison. Provide as many examples as you can from this chapter. You’ll get one point per correct entry with p. #.

· Chose any of the words below and on the back of this page, write the sentence in which you found the word. Underline the word. Look at the context of the word to see if you know what the word means.  The parts of the word might help as well.  Beneath the sentence, draw a picture of what the word means in this sentence. Three points per word with sentence, p# and picture.

· Crag

· Naphtha

· Prodigal

· Vulgar

· Elementary Particle

· Why doesn’t Lord Asriel take the alethiometer?

· What is Lord Asriel’s reaction to Lyra? Why do you think this is so? You’ll get one point per correct entry with p. #.

· After rereading the last paragraph of p. 366, explain why Roger would not want the alethiometer as a gift.  Would you want it?
· According to Lord Asriel, how does Dust make the alethiometer work?
· “I want to go to the source of the dust itself.”
“The source? What’s it from, then?”
“From the other universe we can see through the Aurora” (p. 376).
· Why does Lord Asriel need a burst of energy?
· Where does he plan to get that energy?
· Be ready to support your answer with quotes and p. #s
· What does Lord Asriel mean by “Death is going to die?” (p. 377)
Chapter Twenty-Two: Betrayal, pp. 379-388

· Who is Thorold? When are we introduced to him? Why does he wake Lyra? How do you think Thorold knew to wake Lyra?

· Why did Lyra and Iorek leave the battle?

· Why did Lyra leave Iorek?

Chapter Twenty-Three: The Bridge to the Stars, pp. 389-399

· “Why do they do these things to children, Pan? Do they all hate children so much, that they want to tear them apart like this? Why do they do it?” (p. 389)
· Why did Mrs. Coulter want Roger?
· Why did Lord Asriel want Roger?
· Which one is worse? Be ready to argue your point with citations.
· On p. 396, Lord Asriel says to Mrs. Coulter, “Come with me, work with me, and I’ll care whether you live or die. Stay here, and you lose my interest at once. Don’t flatter yourself that I’d give a second’s thought. Now stay and work your mischief in this world, or come with me.”
· Would you have gone with him?
· “…if they think all think Dust is bad, it must be good” (p. 397). Is Pan right?  Support your argument with as many reasons as you can (1 pt. per correct entry with citation).
· Will you read the other books (The Subtle Knife and The Amber Spyglass)? Why or why not?
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