YAL Units for Books Planning Template
	Title of Unit: The Golden Compass

	Unit Developed by: Karen Boran and Sharon Hartrich

	Grade Level(s): 9th grade -- Text Connection (Kaplan)

	Curriculum Areas: English/Language Arts and Science (Physics, Cosmology, Magnetism)

	Brief Description of the Unit:

(50-75 words)  This interdisciplinary unit uses fantasy, physics, and personal connections to help understand expository scientific texts at the conceptual level for 9th grade students. The activities of the unit support students as they explore the theme of childhood and innocence – whether such a thing actually exists in reality and what are better ways to characterize the time of childhood.

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)
· The universe is composed of both bright and dark matter (most of which is not visible).
· There is a great deal of scientific support for the kinds of magic in Philip Pullman’s The Golden Compass

· Identity is shaped both by our nurture and our nature.

· Leadership qualities are created and reinforced by leadership experience

· Writing in role supports deep character understanding

· Use of text structure and graphic organizers can be an effective way of improving comprehension of scientific texts

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)

· Is childhood a time of innocence?

· (See study guide questions, attached)

	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students be able to demonstrate at the end of the unit?)  ILS (and PSAE Objectives, if applicable)
1.A.4a – Expand knowledge of word origins and derivations and use idioms, analogies, metaphors and similes to extend vocabulary development (1.11.06)
1.B.4c -- Read age-appropriate texts with fluency and understanding

1.B.4b – Analyze, interpret, and compare a variety of texts for purpose, structure, content, detail and effect (1.11.08; 2.11.07; 2.11.08)
1.C.4b – Explain and justify an interpretation of a text (1.11.08)
1.C.4e – Analyze how authors and illustrators use text and art to express and emphasize their ideas (e.g., imagery, multiple points of view) (1.11.21; 2.11.07; 2.11.08)
2.A.4a – Analyze and evaluate the effective use of literary techniques (e.g., figurative language, allusion, dialogue, symbolism, word choice, dialect) in classic and contemporary literature representing a variety of forms and media (2.11.07; 2.11.08)
2.A.4b – Explain relationship between and among literary elements including character, plot, setting, theme, conflict and resolution and their influence on the effectiveness of the literary piece (2.11.02; 2.11.05)
2.A.4d – Describe the influence of the author’s language structure and word choice to convey the author’s view point (1.11.28; 2.11.07; 2.11.08)
2.B.4c – Discuss and evaluate motive, resulting behavior, and consequences demonstrated in literature (2.11.03; 2.11.06)
3.A.4 – Use standard English to edit documents for clarity, subject/verb agreement, adverb and adjective agreement and verb tense; proofread for spelling, capitalization and punctuation; and ensure that documents are formatted in final form for submission and/or publication

3.B.4c – Evaluate written work for its effectiveness and make recommendations for improvement

4.A.4b – Apply listening skills in practical settings (e.g., classroom notetaking, interpersonal conflict situations, giving and receiving directions, evaluating personal messages)

4.A.4c – Follow complex oral instructions

12.C.4a – Use kinetic theory, wave theory, quantum theory and the laws of thermodynamics to explain energy transformations (12.11.64; 12.11.65) 
12.C.4b – Analyze and explain the atomic and nuclear structure of matter (12.11.64)
12.F.4a – Explain theories, past and present, for changes observed in the universe (12.11.102; 12.11.103; 12.11.104)
12.F.4b – Describe and compare the chemical and physical characters of galaxies and objects within galaxies (e.g., pulsars, nebulae, black holes, dark matters, stars) (12.11.102; 12.11.103; 12.11.104; 12.11.106)
13.A.4c – Describe how scientific knowledge, explanations and technological designs may change with new information over time (e.g., the understanding of DNA, the design of computers) (13.11.03)

	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)

· Study Guide Questions

· Applicable Rubrics (Hotseat, Letters Home, NAEP Fluency Scale, Text Structure Rubric)

· Culminating Reflective Essay Rubric

Learning Activities 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)

· Anticipation/Opinion Guide

· Reflective Essay (Culminating Activity)

· Text Structures:

· Sequence -- Road Map

· Compare and Contrast: “Y” Chart

· Cause and Effect: TBA

· Problem Solution: TBA

· Hotseat (writing/responding in role)

· Letters Home (writing in role)

· Paired Reading (NAEP Fluency Scale)

· Character Quotes

· Floorstorming

· Tableaux Vivant

· Study Guide Questions

· Meet Your Daemon Game

· Alethiometer – Predicting the Future

· Make Your Daemon

Required Attachments:

· The Golden Compass Unit Plan

Unit Materials:

· Nature of Magic Anticipation/Opinion Guide

· Set of Study Guide Questions 

· Character Quote Student Instructions

· Hotseat Reflection Sheet

· Letters Home Student Instructions

· Reflective Essay Student Instructions

· Text Structure Samples and Session Materials

· Meet Your Daemon Game Student Instructions and Materials

· Magic of Philip Pullman’s The Golden Compass
· Alethiometer Student Instructions (Predictive Questions)

· Four Quizzes (taken from Study Guide Questions)

· Unit Rubrics:

· Oral Fluency

· Letters Home

· Reflective Essay

· Text Structure (Set)

· Hotseat

· Peer Editing Checklist

· Teacher Writing Conference Checklist
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