	The Golden Compass -- Unit Plan – Draft – “Is it science or magic?”

	Day 1 – His Dark Materials
· Opinion Guide:  What is the nature of magic?

· The Golden Compass (cd)
· Directed-Listening-Thinking Activity 
· Intro to The Golden Compass
Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapter 1 and 2, p. 3-32
· Study Guide Set #1 or #2

F-C-WK
	Day 2 – The Decanter of Tokay

· Mini-Lesson: The nature of fantasy 

· Unit Overview (includes overview of culminating reflective essay scoring rubric)

· Reading in role
· Paired reading
· NAEP Fluency Scale
Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapter 3,  p. 33-65
· Study Guide Set #3 
F-C-WK
	Day 3 – Lyra’s Jordan 

· Review Study Guide Questions

· Floorstorming
· Writing in role

· Letters Home Rubric

Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapter 4 and 5, p. 66-97
· Letters Home (Journal Entry)
· Review for Quiz
F-C-W
	Day 4 – The Dæmons

Computer lab or LCD projector

· Review Study Guide Questions
· Grand Conversation:  What’s the deal with the daemons?
· Tech Connection:  Dæmon Website

Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapter 6 and 7, p. 98-129

· Study Guide Set #6 or #7

F-C-WK
	Day 5 – Lyra’s Quest

· Review Study Guide Questions

· Characters and their dæmons 

· Tableaux Vivant
· Letters Home

· Quiz, Chapters 1-7

Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chpt. #8 and #9, p. 130-159

· Complete Letters Home, Chapters #8 and #9

F-C-WK

	Day 6 – Bright Matter

Entrance Ticket

Text Structure:
· Sequence

· Road Map of the Big Bang
· Gribbin: Bright Matter, pp. 3-14

Homework

· Finish reading Gribbin

· Create Sequence GO “Big Bang Roadmap”

F-C-WK

	Day 7 – The Alethiometer

Computer lab 

· Review Big Bang Road Map
· Grand Conversation:  What’s the deal with the alethiometer?
· Tech Connection:  Alethiometer Website

· What makes a good question?
· Personal Alethiometer Question
Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapter 9, p. 141-159 
F-C-WK
	Day 8 – The Counsel and the Bear

Computer lab 

· Review Study Guide Questions
· Writing in role  -- Revising our Letters Home
· Creation of Letters Home Portfolio
Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapters #10 and #11, p. 163-203

· Finish Letters Home Revisions

C-WK-W
	Day 9 – Dark Material

Review  “Letters Home”
Text Structure
· Compare and Contrast

· Gribbin: Dark Material, pp. 15-29

· “Y” Chart – Icebergs and Atoms

Homework

· Finish Reading; Create “Icebergs and Atoms” Y-chart
· Review for Quiz
· Prepare for Study Guide Question Collection
F-C-WK
	Day 10 – The Lost Boy

· Review “Y” Charts

· Collect Study Guide Questions
· Paired Reading

· NAEP Fluency Scale

· Quiz – Chapters 6-11

Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapters #12-13, p. 204-229 
F-C-WK-W
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	Day 11 – The Northern Lights

· Review Study Guide Questions

Text Structure
· Cause and Effect:

· Gribbin, p. 31-51

· Solar Winds and the Magnetosphere
Homework

· Finish reading

· Create “Solar Winds…” C/E GO

F-C-WK-W
	Day 12 – The Dæmon Cages

Review “Solar Winds” GO

· Reflective Essay Discussion and Expectations

· Essay Rubric

Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapters #12-13, p. 204-229 

· Letters Home

F-C-WK-W
	Day 13 – The Lost Boy

Computer Lab

· Review Study Guide Questions

· Revising our Letters Home Portfolios
Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapters #14-#15, p. 230-264
· Revise Letters Home  
F-C-WK-W
	Day 14 – The Silver Guillotine

· Review Letters Home

· Hotseat Check-in

· Essay Check-in

· Study-Guide Question Check-in

· Paired Reading

· NAEP Fluency Scale

Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapters #16-#17, p. 265-303

· Review for Quiz

· Prepare for Study Guide Question Collection

F-C-WK-W
	Day 15 – So? Is it magic or science?

Text Structure 
· Problem Solution 

· Gribbin, p. 70-96

· “Many Universes”
Quiz – Chapters 12-17
Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapters #18-#19, p. 307-343

· Finish “Many Universes” P/S GO

F-C-WK-W
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	Day 16 – Mortal Combat

· Review Study Guide Questions

· Visualization:

· Tableaux Vivant

Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapters #20-#21, pp. 344-378

· Letters Home

F-C-WK-W


	Day 17 – Betrayal

Computer Lab

· Review Study Guide Questions

· Reviewing our Letters Home Portfolios
Homework

· Read Golden Compass, Chapters #22-#23, pp. 379-399

· Finalizing our Letters Home Portfolios

F-C-WK-W
	Day 18 – The Bridge to the Stars

· Review Study Guide Questions

· Letters Home Practice Readings

· NAEP Fluency Scale

Homework

· Complete Letters Home or Hot Seat Presentation preparations

· Complete Study Guide Questions
· Review for Quiz

F-C-WK-W
	Day 19 -- 

Collect Study Guide Questions

· Letters Home Oral Readings

· Hot Seat Performances

Homework

· Complete Letters Home or Hot Seat Presentation preparations

· Review for Quiz

F-C-WK-W
	Day 20 

Quiz – Chapters 18-23

· Letters Home Oral Readings

· Hot Seat Performances
Homework

· Draft Reflective Essay
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	Day 21 – Reviewing

Computer Lab

· Peer Review  of Reflective Essay against Rubric

Homework

· Apply Peer Comments to  Reflective Essay Draft


	Day 22 – Revising
· Teacher Conference, Reflective Essay

Homework

· Apply Teacher Comments to Reflective Essay Draft


	Day 23 – Editing

Computer Lab

· Polish Reflective Essay

· Peer Review (optional)

Homework

· Final Revision, Reflective Essay


	Day 24 –Polishing

Meet Your Dæmon Game

Self Score of Reflective Essay

Homework

· Polish Reflective Essay
	Day 25 -- Publishing

· Reflections

· Class Celebration

· Looking Forward
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	Assessments:

#1 Silent Fluency:

· Oral Fluency – NAEP Fluency Scale (4 snapshots)

· Silent Fluency -- Completion of Study Guide Questions (Unit Quiz)

#2 Writing:
· Writing in role – Letters Home Portfolio -- RAFT writing (RAFT Rubric) –

· Reflective Essay:  What guides Lyra’s decision-making throughout the Golden Compass? (Reflective Essay Rubric)

#3 Comprehension

· Six Sets of Study Guide Questions (Master Question set rubric)

· What do you see in your mind’s eye? (Participation credit)

· Text Structure GOs (Master Rubric for Set)

· Hotseat (Think sheet and rubric)

#4 Word Knowledge

· Study Guide: Visual representation (participation/Quiz)
· Tableaux Vivant (Participation Credit)
#5 Science:

· Text Structure GOs (Master Rubric for Set)

· Study Guide Questions (participation/quiz)

	Comments:

· Remember that a unit plan is a blueprint, not guidelines.  

· Students are free to work independently or in groups – whichever best suits their learning styles

· Remember that the culminating activity is a reflective essay – start frontloading questions about Lyra’s motivation for her actions…help kids keep track in their notes….
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