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Writing in Role
R.A.F.T.

Role – Audience – Topic - Format
The Golden Compass

1.   Lyra, who is eleven, finds out that her Uncle (Lord Asriel),  who she admires and fears and rarely sees, is really her father.  He’s never found it necessary to tell  her!   Someone tells her the truth.  Can you imagine what she thinks and feels?
Teachers:  Concepts to frontload might include betrayal, anger, humiliation, surprisel
                                               NOW

 Step into Lyra’s shoes.  You are Lyra, writing in your journal  about your discovery.  Be sure to include what you know about Lyra’s character and her experiences at Jordan College and  on her present journey.  
2.  For a while, Lyra is lavishly taken care of by Mrs. Coulter. For the first time in her young life she experiences one-on- one focused attention to her well-being – comfort, clothing and money for indulgences.   With Mrs. Coulter she has privileged social experiences, is treated with respect by adults and recognized as a smart, little girl. Then she overhears a conversation and discovers that Mrs. Coulter’s intentions for Lyra are not honorable,  but destructive.  Lyra decides she must flee.
Teachers: concepts for frontloading might include decisions, confidence, anger, betrayal, fear
While hiding with Pan on dark, London streets, Lyra writes her thoughts and feelings to her dæmon on paper that she had taken with her.

Step into Lyra’s shoes and write to Pan right now.

                                         Role Definition Matrix

	Personality:  Who am I and what are some aspects of my character?
	Attitude: What are my feelings, beliefs, ideas and concerns
	Information –What do I know that I need to share in my writing.

	
	
	


 From Doug Beuhl, Classroom Strategies for Interactive Learning.
This organizer provides a visual framework for brainstorming.  Later it can  be used for pre-writing. 
