A Harlem Barbershop, Then and Now

Purpose:  To experience mentorship through dialoguing within “the village” of a Harlem Barbershop/ Beauty Parlor 
Activity:

Step 1:  Divide class into groups of 5 
              2 barbers (beauticians) 1 elder   2 youth   
Step 2:  Each group discusses and prepares a 4 minute skit based on the

    passage from the text or the topic given.
Step 3:  Each group presents their skit.

              The whole group asks clarifying questions about the skits.
Step 4: Each group may use 2 minutes to answer questions about the skit.

Step 5: Small mixed groups discuss the “Barbershop Experience”


 Suggested questions:
· How did assuming these roles feel?

· How did it feel to have a group discussing 

matters that are usually kept in one’s head?
· How does it feel to be a young person and 

have adults constantly telling you that you’re wrong?

· Despite the arguments and conflicts, how did it feel to

have the barbershop as a place to share ideas and decisions?

Step 6: Large group share.
Variations

· Students can write there own skits.

· Students can write the back story of their characters.

· Students can write and/or perform “beyond the barbershop” stories.

