Mapping My Community

Purpose: The purpose of this activity is for students to conduct and in-depth exploration of their community.
Activity: 

Step 1: Students may choose to work in groups or independently

Step 2: Students may use various research methods (internet, reference text, interviews, field study, etc.) to research their communities. Research must include but is not limited to the topics listed below.

Step 3: Students create a “map” that may take on many forms - a paper, video, mural, series of photographs, power point presentation, etc. The map must include some kind of analysis and discussion. It cannot be simply a list of things. Students have to be able to justify and represent why they included the things that you did.

Step 4: Students must present their community maps addressing how their findings may affect their lives and answer questions from classmates.

Community Mapping Topics: 

History
* What is your community's history
* What immigrant groups have called your community home over the years
* Have the people in the community had success in getting the city to provide things or services
Acts or movements of resistance
* How has your community dealt with struggle
* Does your community have a history of struggle and has it achieved major wins for its residents (e.g. new school, affordable housing, jobs)
Population
* What is the make-up of the community
* Are there tensions along racial, class or gender lines
Local Institutions
* Parks
* Social service agencies
* Community centers
* Businesses - (community owned/operated businesses that cater to the population)
* Police
Associations or clubs
* What are the informal groupings
        - Soccer clubs
        - Block clubs
        - Gangs

Family patterns and dynamics
* What is the nature of families in your community
     - Do both parents work
     - Is your neighborhood made up of extended families
     - Do many in your community come from the same region of their home country
* How is the importance of family expressed
Culture
* Movie theatres
* Clubs and Nightlife
* Places for young people to hang out
* Activities for children, teens, adults, seniors
Current Issues
* What are those issues that are important to your community 
     - Affordable Housing
     - Jobs
     - Citizenship and naturalization
     - Gangs
     - Politics
Political and social dynamics
* Local politicians
* Who has power in the community and who doesn't
Assets
* What are the resources of your community
* What are the aspects of your community that can be used to bring positive change in building a stronger community
Community leaders
* Who are the local heroes or heroines
* Who are the formal and informal leaders
* Who are the individuals who have power in your community
Education
* What are the schools
* Graduation rate
* Drop-out rate
* What services do the schools offer to the community
* What is the education level of the community - e.g. are most in the community college educated, high school, etc.
Quality of life
* How would you describe the day to day life of the community
* Is your neighborhood safe
* Is your neighborhood something you are proud of
* Is your neighborhood stable or is it constantly in transition (people moving in and out of the neighborhood)
* Is your neighborhood a good place for young people
* Are there jobs in your neighborhood
* Do the businesses cater to working class people or to young professionals
