An argument for today’s session: 

As Al Gore says, “the Chinese expression for ‘crisis’ consists of two characters side by side…The first is the symbol for ‘danger’, the second the symbol for “opportunity”.
The future will be so different from the present, that we adults will not be able to imagine it, let alone anticipate it, or honestly prepare today’s children to care for the planet, meet the demands of a new economy, or fully grasp the opportunities of a new technological culture.  As caretakers, we must make room for the wisdom and vision of the children and teens themselves, who already live in a paradigm that is different from our own.  As educators, we need to make room for inconvenient truths in school.  
In this session, we will present pedagogical models, principles, and strategies that make room for “the new” in school, in the imaginations of our students, and in our assumptions about best educational practices.

We’ll look at global warming as a model of one inconvenient truth that can be accommodated as an emergent curriculum.

Pedagogical opportunities to respond include the Story Workshop approach to the teaching of writing, which offers the principals of attention and permission, and strategies, including the listening exercise, coached reading, in-class writing, and recall and comment. This approach also makes use of rhetorical forms, in this case, journals and instance collections. 

We’ll also look at opportunities that are available now to help students respond to inconvenient truths, including Howard Gardner’s latest inquiry into the naturalist intelligence.  To connect to our own naturalist intelligence, we’ll take a brief solo excursion into the woods today.
We expect that you will leave this session with a sense of opportunity.  You will have writing in hand that you may want to continue to explore and bring to your students as a model.  You will have strategies and pedagogical opportunities to welcome your students’ inconvenient truths and best intelligence into your classrooms.
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