Examining Inconvenient Truths – YAL Workshop

An Inconvenient Truth by Al Gore – Featured YAL Book

Recommended Reading
Books about the Earth/Environment/Global Change as Content
Silent Spring (paperback), Rachel Carson, Mariner Books (1994), ISBN-10: 0395683297, ISBN-13: 978-0395683293 
Silent Spring, released in 1962, offered the first shattering look at widespread ecological degradation and touched off an environmental awareness that still exists. Rachel Carson's book focused on the poisons from insecticides, weed killers, and other common products as well as the use of sprays in agriculture, a practice that led to dangerous chemicals to the food source. Carson argued that those chemicals were more dangerous than radiation and that for the first time in history, humans were exposed to chemicals that stayed in their systems from birth to death. Presented with thorough documentation, the book opened more than a few eyes about the dangers of the modern world and stands today as a landmark work. Amazon.  (This volume was Al Gore’s boyhood inspiration and is often cited in An Inconvenient Truth.)

Teaching About Climate Change by Tim Grant, New Society Publishers (2007), ISBN-10: 0865714371,  ISBN-13: 978-0865714373 

This exciting resource provides educators at all grade levels with strategies to teach about global warming and engage students; interest in doing their part to help cool the planet. Compiled from the pages of North America's leading environmental education journal, Teaching About Climate Change is packed with lesson plans, activities, experiments, and worksheets. From calculating your school's CO2 emissions and Greenhouse experiments, to strategies for reducing school energy and supply consumption, this compendium provides the tools to get any classroom or community involved in making their school cool.  Amazon.
It's All Connected: A Comprehensive Guide to Global Issues and Sustainable Solutions by Benjamin Wheeler, Facing the Future: People and the Planet (2005), ISBN-10: 0971100543, ISBN-13: 978-0971100541 

I just read this book and highly recommend it - especially to teachers who want to give their students a comprehensive look at global issues. The best thing about the book is that it not only includes good information on global issues, it also includes many examples of people making a difference and developing solutions to problems around the world. The units are well written and accomplish the difficult task of making complex issues accessible, without watering down their significance. Numerous color photos are engaging and help bring the lessons to life. Amazon customer comment.
The Earth Speaks (Paperback), Steve Van Matre, Institute for Earth Education (1983), ISBN-10: 0917011007, ISBN-13: 978-0917011009 
A collection of images and impressions captured by those who have listened to the earth with their hearts --- John Muir, Walt Whitman, Annie Dillard, John Burroughs, Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold, Henry David Thoreau, and more....The Earth Speaks can be read by individuals in moments of solitude, shared among friends around a trailside campfire, and used by leaders to help their learners develop a love for life and the systems of the earth that sustain it. Brought to life by the beautiful block prints of Gwen Frostic.

Greening Cities:  Building Just and Sustainable Communities by Joan Roelofs, The  Bootstrap Press (1996),  ISBN-10: 0942850351, ISBN-13: 978-0942850352 

This book is a treasure trove of practical ideas that embody Green values of social and environmental justice and are actually working on the ground in small, medium, and large cities, as well as some rural communities, all around the world. It shows how these values can and are being incorporated in local government policy and how they shape voluntary efforts by community groups. Amazon.
The Green Book: The Everyday Guide to Saving the Planet One Simple Step at a Time (Paperback) by Elizabeth Rogers, Three Rivers Press (2007), ISBN-10: 0307381358, ISBISBN-13: 978-0307381354 

This is great execution of a fantastic idea. It's non preachy and illustrates the million little things we can do to be greener without any real inconvenience. While it is a practical / how-to kind of a book, it also supports it's suggestions with statistics that are reminiscent of Freakonomics (or an even better book called Naked Economics by Charles Wheelan). Who would have known that if all vinyl floors were made of linoleum instead, we would have saved 600,000 barrels of oil? There are 50 pages of web-site references, indexed by product and a well executed index for quick reference. The topics are broken down into bite sized pieces and the book just begs to be picked up again and again. Even the celebrity comments are interesting and well written. Amazon reader comment.
Professional Development Books about Nature Literacy

Sharing Nature with Children (20th Anniversary Edition, Revised and Expanded) (Paperback), Joseph Bharat Cornell, Dawn Publications (1998), ISBN-10: 1883220734, ISBN-13: 978-1883220730 
A showcase [of] nature studies and appreciation activities that any parent, teacher, or child care provider can readily engage in with children. An appreciation for the complex and interrelated life forms that comprise the exosphere of their environments is a solid basis to establish a life-long enthusiasm for nature and the out-of-doors, as well as a lasting commitment to environmental issues and concerns. Midwest Book Review (Amazon)
Into the Field: A Guide to Locally Focused Teaching by Leslie Claire Walker,   Orion Society (2005), ISBN-10: 0913098523, ISBN-13: 978-0913098523 
Provides teachers with curriculum ideas for engaging students in the natural and cultural history of their communities. The book is both theoretical and practical, combining pedagogical background on why field work enhances educational experiences with the nuts and bolts details of how one gets started. Amazon.

Greening School Grounds by Tim Grant, New Society Publishers (2001), ISBN-10: 0865714363, ISBN-13: 978-0865714366 
This compendium of articles from Green Teacher, North America's leading environmental education magazine, brings together the best strategies for transforming barren expanses of school grounds into natural spaces for learning and playing. Greening School Grounds provides an overview of the school grounds greening movement, complete project plans, and subject integration. From vegetable and butterfly gardens to an amphibian oasis and avian attractors, this comprehensive resource offers a trove of curriculum tie-ins, activities, and plans for educators, parents, and students. Includes extensive resources. Amazon.

Last Child in the Woods:  Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder, Richard Louv, Algonquin Books, ISBN-10: 1565123913, ISBN-13: 978-1565123915
Louv adds … a focus on the restorative qualities of nature for children. He recommends that we reacquaint our children and ourselves with nature through hiking, fishing, bird-watching and disorganized, creative play. By doing so, he argues, we may lessen the frequency and severity of emotional and mental ailments and come to recognize the importance of preserving nature. From Scientific American.
Listening to Nature: How to Deepen Your Awareness of Nature (Paperback), Joseph Bharat Cornell, Dawn Publications (1995),   ISBN-10: 0916124355, ISBN-13: 978-0916124359 
This is a wonderful book which reveals how to get in touch with yourself through your natural surroundings.It teaches silent meditation and how to become one with all you see. This is a great book for children.Observing children observing nature is a thrill in itself. Amazon customer review.
The Sense of Wonder (paperback), Rachel Carson, Harpercollins (1987), ISBN-10: 0060914505, ISBN-13: 978-0060914509
A timeless volume that will be passed on from children to grandchildren, as treasured as the memory of an early-morning walk when the song of a whippoorwill was heard as if for the first time.   Stunning new photographs by Nick Kelsh beautifully complement Carson's intimate account of adventures with her young nephew, Roger, as they enjoy walks along the rocky coast of Maine and through dense forests and open fields, observing wildlife, strange plants, moonlight and storm clouds, and listening to the "living music" of insects in the underbrush. "If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder." Writes Carson, "he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excitement and mystery of the world we live in." Amazon.

YA Fiction with child protagonists who are “nature literate”

Rascal by Sterling North, Puffin (2004), ISBN-10: 0142402524,  ISBN-13: 978-0142402528 (Middle School)
Sterling North takes us on a nostalgic trip back to his childhood and provides an enchanting story of a pre-adolescent boy and his year-long adventure raising an orphaned raccoon. Set against the backdrop of the first World War, we get a glimpse of childhood almost a hundred years ago, when the automobile was still a new fangled contraption, and the wilderness was much closer. While many aspects of this story would be highly unlikely in today's world, they seem perfectly natural here, and we follow along as Sterling fends for himself and learns some valuable lessons about life. Filled with charming humor and a cast of memorable characters, both human and animal, this is a story that you will fondly remember for a long time. Amazon customer review.
The Great Eagle Spirit by Hal Granum, PublishAmerica (2006), ISBN-10: 1424130530, ISBN-13: 978-1424130535 

This story, for young readers, is of an Alaskan boy who discovers his ancestors in a unique adventure in the Aleutian Islands.  Since I actually lived there I tried to tell the story from the vantage point of the fragile environment and the history of the people living on the islands today.  Since we live in a growing global community it is important to understand other cultures.  To this end, everyone is searching for their identity and our ancestry is a good place to start.  Author’s blog on Amazon.
Stickteen by John Muir, pub. 1990, ISBN: 0930588487
John Muir is America’s first naturalist, founder of the Sierra Club.  This is the heroic adventure of a boy and his dog.  The dog is the hero.
The Yearling by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Publisher: Aladdin (2001), ISBN-10: 0689846231, ISBN-13: 978-0689846236 (High School)

This classic novel was written by an author who wrote it at her home a few miles south of Gainesville (in Cross Creek, Florida) and it won the 1939 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction. It is about life in rural central Florida in the second half of the 19th century, being centered around a boy (Jody Baxter), his family, and his pet fawn (Flag). Throughout the novel, the reader sees a boy growing up and having to face some tough decisions. We also learn much about the natural history, environment, folk remedies and beliefs, and culture of rural Florida.
Classics of Nature Writing

Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold, Ballantine Books (1986), ISBN-10: 0345345053, ISBN-13: 978-0345345059 
Published in 1949, shortly after the author's death, A Sand County Almanac is a classic of nature writing, widely cited as one of the most influential nature books ever published. Writing from the vantage of his summer shack along the banks of the Wisconsin River, Leopold mixes essay, polemic, and memoir in his book's pages. In one famous episode, he writes of killing a female wolf early in his career as a forest ranger, coming upon his victim just as she was dying, "in time to watch a fierce green fire dying in her eyes.... I was young then, and full of trigger-itch; I thought that because fewer wolves meant more deer, no wolves would mean hunters' paradise. But after seeing the green fire die, I sensed that neither the wolf nor the mountain agreed with such a view." Amazon.
Walking (Little Book of Wisdom) by Henry David Thoreau, Arc Manor (2007), ISBN-10: 0978653688, ISBN-13: 978-0978653682 
More than any book, this argues for experiencing nature and preserving wilderness. Thoreau himself saw that fewer passenger pigeons were visiting and even then was aware of threats. Though first spoken in lectures on 1851, and 1856-1857, and published in June 1862 Atlantic Monthly, a month after his death, it still speak to us in the 21st century. For example ".. what would become of us, if we walked only in a garden or a mall?", . "In wilderness is the preservation of the world." , "To preserve wild animals implies generally the creation of a forest for them to dwell in or resort to. So it is with man". So lace up your shoes, grab your binoculars, and go for a walk and join the tribe of squirrels!   Amazon customer review.
Walden by Henry David Thoreau, Dover Publications; Unabridged edition (1995), ISBN-10: 0486284956, ISBN-13: 978-0486284958 
Henry David Thoreau was just a few days short of his twenty-eighth birthday when he built a cabin on the shore of Walden Pond and began one of the most famous experiments in living in American history…. Since [1984, Thoreau’s masterpiece] has never been out of print. 
Meditations of John Muir: Nature's Temple (paperback), by Chris Highland, John Muir, Wilderness Press, ISBN: 0899972853, ISBN-13: 9780899972855 

Meditations of John Muir comes at a time when John Muir's message is more pertinent than ever before. Not a traditional wilderness guide, this book leads readers into the thoughts of the man who shaped the spiritual and physical boundaries of our national parks. His eloquent writings are both an appreciation for the natural world an a call to arms to protect it. 
And a contemporary and local work of nature writing

This Tender Place: The Story of a Wetland Year by Laurie Lawlor, University of Wisconsin Press (2005), ISBN-10: 0299214605, ISBN-13: 978-0299214609 

In search of a country home, Lawlor was dismayed by the dilapidated farmhouse she looked at in southeastern Wisconsin but felt an instant affinity for the wetland out back, a mysterious place astir with strange forces--and, sure enough, her new home proved to be a place of wonder. The author of many books for children and adults, Lawlor has a remarkably transparent style, the perfect vehicle for capturing the subtle beauty of the fen, a rare and precious form of wetland fed by underground limestone springs. Booklist.
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