Official YAL Blurb:

Examining Inconvenient Truths

As Al Gore states in his book, An Inconvenient Truth, “the Chinese expression for “crisis” consists of two characters side by side…The first is the symbol for “danger”, the second the symbol for “opportunity”.” Looking at the inconvenient truth of global warming, we hope to empower teachers and students to seize the opportunity to allow inconvenient truths into the classroom, through reading, writing and research.  This workshop will use selected readings from the book to examine how Gore’s personal relationship to the material guided his inquiry, as well as how to use research in writing.  Using the principles of permission and attention, from the Story Workshop Approach to the Teaching of Writing®, and teambuilding games, we will use the text to inspire our own questions, hypotheses, and discoveries of other inconvenient truths in orally told stories.  Finally, we will write our own text based on these stories.  We hope this workshop will motivate teachers to use An Inconvenient Truth in their classrooms, and open the door to further inquiries led by their students’ needs and interests.

