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Lesson Plan – Examining Inconvenient Truths

	Time
	Activity
	To Do/FORM of Frontloading

	10 min
	Present the Big Picture   WHY? Frontload

(THE MAIN POINTS OF Our Argument *)

Exhibition of stuff:

Posters, Sir Ken on DVD on laptop, Books, Articles (including SW) on a table…
HAND OUT SAGE
	· Research Websites

· Shoot and develop photos

· Make posters

· As handout/web posting:

· Design a Unit 

· Develop a lesson plan

· Develop a list of web resources

· Develop a bibliography of books to complement this text

· Gather books

	
	· Emergent Curriculum


	· Gather books on this subject?

· Make poster/quote

	
	· Inconvenient Truths need a place in the classroom
	· Poster w/quote or example

· Ken Robinson applies here

· Howard Gardner indirectly applies

	
	· The future will make different demands on our children; many that we cannot imagine let alone anticipate.  We can’t draw from our own experience or body of knowledge to teach them.


	· Download video clip of Sir Ken’s speech; preselect section onto DVD (to run on laptop)

	
	· How will we prepare learners today to meet the demands of the culture/environment of the future?
	· 5 Minds for the Future, chart, book into a poster



	
	· The Principle of Attention
	· Quote:  Pay attention to what takes your attention.

· Nature posters will draw our attention

· Posters about permission

	
	· Naturalist Intelligence (Howard Gardner)
	· Nature Posters

· Gardner quotes

· Gardner interview; preselect clips onto DVD (to run on laptop)

	
	· We will introduce you to principles and strategies from the Story Workshop approach, including permission and instances, that make room for Inconvenient Truths in your classroom.
	· Story Workshop handout and College English reprints & Zoe’s

· Posters about permission


	10 min
	Explore the Text An Inconvenient Truth
Explore the Content of Global Warming

WHAT?  Gather Info/Dev. Questions

· Flip through the book, using the principle of attention

· What’s taking your attention?

· Present your “findings” to the group (show and oral telling)

· P&G, lead the group to develop questions that emerge from the flip-through “findings.”  Quick Tease:

· What’s taking your attention?

· What do you want to know more about?  

· How does this connect to what you already know?  

· How does this upset or challenge what you already know?  

· What do you want to know more about?  

· Where do you think you could go to get some answers?  

· Who else is thinking, talking, researching, and writing about this?

· You can write some of these questions and answer? In your journals.
You may want to take some of these questions with you when you go outdoors to explore.  But anything can take your attention once you’re out there.  You have permission to 

· Explain/connect: “If global warming is an inconvenient truth, we argue that you can let it, and other inconvenient truths into your classroom, then use principles of attention, permission, and inquiry, to support students as they gain understanding and make meaning of inconvenient truths.  Perhaps one response to the inconvenient truth of global warming is to connect your students to their naturalist intelligence.”

· Tease for exploration outdoors (We’re going to go outdoors to connect to our naturalist intelligence.  

· challenge, inspire, tease for questions to guide the exploration/inquiry, but don’t get too literal.  Allow room for the unexpected, unplanned.  Allow room for emergent curriculum and inconvenient truths.)

· This is what took our attention from the text:

Nature by contrast can be slow-moving, undemanding, and underwhelming for many people, but if you never put yourself in the midst of nature—to understand that its essence is our essence---then you’re inclined to treat it as trivial.  You become willing to abuse and destroy it through carelessness, not recognizing that to do so is wrong.  Nature becomes the wallpaper of experience with no deeper meaning in and of itself. – Al Gore, An Inconvenient Truth, p.161
	· Pre-select some excerpts from the text, including:

· Seeing in the mind

· Personal, passionate (sense of awe)

· Scientific (charts, stats, etc.)

	15 min
	WHAT?  Gather Info/Dev. Questions

· Before you go outdoors, Coach/frontload qualities/best practices  of observation:

· Quiet

· allow time to pass

· look for patterns, sequences,

· Sense of place

· Texture

· Relationship

· interact or not?

· 5 senses and then some
· Go solo; no talking, no buddy system
Go Outdoors – SOLO Excursion
· Could also side coach people who need it while they are outdoors.

· Coach strategies for observation:

· Journals

· 4-square postcard activity

· Sketch

· Digital sound recorders

· Digital cameras (show photos from camera)
	· Ask for a room at YAL that allows for a semicircle and is close to the ground floor/outdoors

· Get postcards

· Get 5 digital cameras

· Get 1 cord to connect to laptop

· Get 5 digital audio recorders

· Get journals

· Get pencils for sketching

· Get charcoal for sketching (and rubbings and texture and chiaroscuro)



	10
	HOW – Organize Data/Make Meaning

· Readback/Share Observations from Solo Outdoor Excursions

(These are personally observed instances, although some may be sketches, sound recordings, etc.)
· Define “personally observed instance.  Say, “You have just written/drawn/photographed/
sketched a personally observed instance.”

Definition:  A personally observed instance is a moment that you observed first-hand, that takes your attention. 
	

	10 min
	· Read pre-selected excerpts from An Inconvenient Truth out loud; coach the reading.  Read:

· on page  124 ( The Farm, Reference to Silent Spring)
· on page  160 (2 instances)
· Intro, 3rd page

· On page 256 sister, science, smoking

· On page 259, my sister
· On page 138 seeing things for yourself
· Recall and Comment

· Recall and Question; “What do you want to know more about?”

· Coach/ Lingering Tease:

· What’s taking your attention?

· What do you want to know more about?  

· How does this connect to what you already know?  

· How does this upset or challenge what you already know?  

· What do you want to know more about?  

· Where do you think you could go to get some answers?  

· Who else is thinking, talking, researching, and writing about this?

· You can write some of these questions and answer? In your journals.
	

	55 minutes
	Writing Sequence

Coach for another personally-observed instance (you will write this one) re: your exploration outdoors/nature 
· or…any moment in nature…
Coach:Think of a moment when, where you interacted with nature and the animal/ plant world, the forces of nature: rain, snow, wind, and the land—geography: mountains; plains, swamps, riverbeds, hills, volcanoes, forests, fields…

· Oral Tellings (a few)

· Transition directly to reading…

· Read Models/Coaching Reading.  Use pre-selected excerpts from 2 or 3 texts beyond An Inconvenient Truth.  Read:

· …. on page….

· …..on page…

· …..on page…

· Write a List in response to the excerpts we just read, in response to what’s taking your attention from anything happening in the workshop or outdoors, including anything read or told:

· One-line instances

· Questions: What do you want to know more about?

· List of facts

· Write one more instance (could be the instance you just told, or an instance from your list, or write the instance that you drew/sketched/recorded, etc.

· Readback

· Recall
	Photocopy handouts of SW coachings (the big handout)

· Bring in texts:

· An Inconvenient Truth

· Silent Spring

· A Sense of Awe

· Greening Cities

· Other books from Gore’s “canon”

· Pre-select excerpts to read outloud w/lots of seeing in the mind

· Maybe read an instance collection that uses both PO and RTR instances

· Research to learn other books that are in Gore’s canon.



	1 hr 

50 min.

Approx.
	TOTAL TIME
	


