Imagine with me now that once again, time has stopped--for all of us--and before it starts again, we have the chance to use our moral imaginations and to project ourselves across the expanse of time, 17 years into the future, and share a brief conversation with our children and grandchildren as they are living their lives in the year 2023.  

Will they feel bitterness toward us because we failed in our obligation to care for the earth that is their home and ours?  Will the earth have been irreversibly scarred by us?  

Imagine now that they are asking us: “What were you thinking?  Didn’t you care about our future?  Were you really so self-absorbed that you couldn’t--or wouldn’t--stop the destruction of the earth’s environment?”

What would our answer be?

We can answer their questions now with our actions, not merely with our promises.  In the process, we can choose a future for which our children can thank us.
-- Al Gore

