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	Title of Lesson Plan/Activity: Exploring the Self: Students with Special Needs Modifications

	Brief Description/Overview (25-50 words): Students will write an essay defining one of the aspects of their identity using an interactive brainstorming technique.

	Subject Area(s)

Main & Integration Areas

English 1
	Grade Level(s)

9th


	Length of Lesson Plan (# of minutes or periods/days): 1 day

	Goals and Standards (Only the # needed to

 indicate IL standard, i.e., IL IV-A): 3.B.4a
	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives 



	Student Grouping(e.g. whole class, small groups, etc.): Students will be grouped as a whole class and individually.



	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master: Students will master the writing process of writing a personal essay.

	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students: Students have the opportunity to explore their identities in depth.



	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application: Students will be more aware of the power they have in molding their identity if they are aware of the influences on it.

	Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc): Students will use graphic organizers to assist them in the writing process.

Modification: The graphic organizer is designed to assist students with special needs.

	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?): Students will see a connection between their school life and home life.

	Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives: Students will be allowed to choose the role they would like to write about in their essay.

	Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction: Students will be allowed to choose the role they would like to write about in their essay.

Modification: Students with special needs will also be allowed to write only 1-2 body paragraphs instead of three.

	Describe Procedure(s) for Conducting Activity (Teacher Procedures):

- Circle Activity: I will have students form an outer circle and inner circle as a means of finding a partner.  Once a partner has been found, students will repeatedly ask each other “Who are you?” for one minute continuously.  

- List: I will then have students create a list of the different aspects of their identity as a brainstorming technique for an essay.

- Essay: Students will choose one of their roles from their brainstorming and write a personal essay on what it means to be this role in their life (i.e daughter).

	Describe Student Procedure(s)including TIMING: (a “how-to” for students that they would understand)

- (5 min.) Circle Activity: Students will form an outer circle and inner circle as a means of finding a partner.  Once a partner has been found, students will repeatedly ask each other “Who are you?” for one minute continuously.  

- (10 min.) List: Students will then list the different aspects of their identity as a brainstorming technique for an essay.

- (3 days) Essay: Students will choose one of their roles from their brainstorming and write a personal essay on what it means to be this role in their life (i.e daughter).

Modification: Students with special needs will also be allowed to write only 1-2 body paragraphs instead of three.

	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics, and attach if possible)

- Essay: Students will choose one of their roles from their brainstorming and write a personal essay on what it means to be this role in their life (i.e daughter).  The essay will be graded using a rubric.

Modification: Students with special needs will also be allowed to write only 1-2 body paragraphs instead of three.

	Resources/Materials Required

- Transparencies, Graphic organizers
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