Inquiry and Design Units for Books Template

	Title of Unit:  What power do I have in molding who I want to become?
	Date Submitted:
6/19/09

	Unit Developed by: Michael Hoffman modified from Griselda Ramirez Quintero
	

	School: Kelly High School
	

	Approximate # of Hours Spent to Develop Unit: 15
	

	Grade Level(s):    9th
	

	Curriculum Areas: Special Education / English 1
	

	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words) :   

Students will explore the formation of identity through nonfiction articles, a novel, and poetry.  Through the exploration of these texts, students will determine what influences work upon their identity, as well as, what power they have on their own identity.  As a culminating activity, students will create “Me Projects” that demonstrate their understandings of identity formation.  This version of the unit is modified for special needs students.
	

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)

Students will learn that they have a large part in determining who they are in the decisions they make in their life.
	

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)

- What power do I have in molding who I want to become?

- What are the major influences on a person’s identity?
- How can my choices influence my identity?
	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit?)
- Students will refine their essay writing skills.
- Students will know how to write poems with attention to the different elements of poetry.

- Students will know how to create a personal narrative/memoir.

	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)

- Students will use graphic organizers such as KWL, List/Group/Label, and Scaffolding organizers to assist students in the writing process.
- Students will create a visual timeline with captions for each chapter in the novel.

- Students will create a journal journey project where they will relate the character’s experiences to their own life.

- Students will create a “Me Project” that includes an influential memoir, two poems, two song lyrics, and a sculpture.
Modifications: 
- Students will use graphic organizers such as KWL, List/Group/Label, and Scaffolding organizers to assist students in the writing process.
- Students will create a visual timeline with captions for each chapter in the novel.  Special needs students will only be required to write a one sentence caption instead of a paragraph caption.
- Students will create a journal journey project where they will relate the character’s experiences to their own life.  Special needs students will only have to write one paragraph for each journal entry instead of one full page.
- Students will create a “Me Project” that includes an influential memoir, two poems, two song lyrics, and a sculpture.  Special needs students will write a shorter memoir and poem to fit their needs. 

Learning Activities: 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)

- Students will create a journal journey project that reflects their understanding of identity formation in their own life.

- Students will research theme related articles on identity formation and present them as a group to the class along with their connections to the articles.

- Students will create final assessment products that reflect their understandings of identity formation in a “ME Project” that includes an influential memoir, two poems, two song lyrics, and a sculpture.  The poems and song lyrics will be turned into a trailer of the compilation of their lives along with video footage using flip cameras.

	

	Modifications:

- Students will research theme related articles on identity formation and present them as a group to the class along with their connections to the articles.  Special needs students will only be required to read 2 articles instead of 4 articles.
- Students will create a journal journey project where they will relate the character’s experiences to their own life.  Special needs students will only have to write one paragraph for each journal entry instead of one full page.
- Students will create a “Me Project” that includes an influential memoir, two poems, two song lyrics, and a sculpture.  Special needs students will write a shorter memoir and poem to fit their needs.
	


Kelly teacher Michael Hoffman modified the unit Who Am I? Who is Gary Soto?, to accommodate special needs students in his class.  The original unit is based on Soto’s novel  Living Up the Street and was written the previous year by Griselda Ramirez Quintero, also from Kelly.  Both units are included here.
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