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	Title: These Ain’t Your Grandma’s Folktales (or maybe they are)

	Guiding Question/Issue: What is the knowledge I need to pass on to my culture? How do I write a folktale?

	Subject Area(s) Addressed

Main & Integration Areas
Reading & writing, cultural anthropology, social studies, history, art integration
	Grade Level(s)
Middle and High School


	Length of Unit (# of days)

Flexible



	Goals and Standards (Only the # needed to

 indicate IL standard, i.e., IL IV-A)

1-A-B

2-A-B

3-A-B, 3.C.3b

4-A-B

5-B

5-C.3b
	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., 

Chicago Reading Initiative elements, CMSI, 

national content area standards, etc.) Principles 

of the Story Workshop® approach, including 

permission for voice and content, audience awareness, seeing in the mind, and prose movement and 

organization.

	Social/Affective Goals & Objectives (for group/class development & individual)
Social Emotional Learning Standards:  Goal 2A.2a., 2A.2b, 2A.3a.,2A..4a.,2A.4b., 2A.5a., 2B.2a.,2B.2b, 

2B.4b, 2C.1b, 2C.2b, 2C.3b, 2C.4b.

	Abstract  Look closely at this bilingual collection of traditional tales from Latin America and use improvisation and storytelling techniques to create Momentos Magicos/Magic Moments,  that is, your own mini-folktale.  Bring back activities, resources, bibliographies and new stories you can use to lead your students through their own magical folktale experiences.

	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students  Folktales are rooted in culture.  By reading and writing folktales, students will compare and contrast the published folktales to tales of their own experiences and culture and finally write their own original folktale preserving their own viewpoint.

	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application  While the stories may seem deceptively simple, the venerated folktale form is complex with deep roots in the oral tradition.  All cultures have their own folktales, which are told to save people, educate youth, philosophize, explain mysteries, and challenge assumptions.  Folktales give a unique opportunity to explore different cultures through this very structured form that influences many other forms of writing and communication, ex movies and advertisement.

	Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc)  Treating all students as writers and storytellers, this unit will use the Story Workshop® approach, which includes storytelling and retelling, use of gestures, games to increase audience awareness, drama activities and strategies, and the writing process as students explore the theme and create their own folktales.

	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?) Students will have many opportunities to tell stories from their own backgrounds, and they may choose to write a tale in their first language or adapt one from their first language into English.  We will read a wide variety of folktales from different cultures all in English.  We will also read some folktales that have both Spanish and English translation to encourage and model the awareness that all languages are valid.  Use of gestures and games will help to bridge any language gaps.

	Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives  Reading stories from both male and female perspectives, spanning different cultures and time periods and voices will give students a very broad range of perspectives.  Also every student will create his/her own folktale, further broadening the range.

	Strategies for Inclusion/Differentiated Instruction  Use of semi-circle seating arrangement allows for everyone in the class to be able to see and hear everyone else.  Strong emphasis on active listening and oral telling (from students not just instructor).  Oral response to writing through recall, comment and questioning is an important component of class.  Use of journals as a means of response.  Use of folders for a holistic assessment of progress in student writing with a genuine interest in the development of their story.  Role of the instructor as coach—coaching for clarity of voice, seeing, story movement and organization while reading and throughout the writing process.

	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master   Reading out loud, seeing in the mind (comprehension), voice, movement and organization. Point of view, distance, and vantage point.  Elements of a folktale.  Listening and speaking skills. Discerning and articulating what works in a story—both student work and published.

	List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form)

Reading out loud in whole group.  Recall and comment, recall and question in whole group.  Word games in whole group.

Small group skits.

Small group performance.

Individual writing. And/or writing in pairs if appropriate.

Publishing in small groups

	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics, and attach them if possible)

Folktale elements checklist                             Student self-assessment

Folders                                                             Guided peer assessment through Recall and Comment and 

Reading to an audience of peers                      Recall and Question

Audience involvement and response                Journal writing and some readback

	Resources/Materials Required

Moveable chairs, a space suitable for stage and theater, paper, pens, journals, various handouts, Momentos Magicos, optional art supplies, optional technology for desktop publishing
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