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	Illinois Learning Standards:

	 
	English Language Arts 
Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency. 

1. Students who meet this standard can apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency (Standard 1B).

· Analyze the defining characteristics and structures of a variety of complex literary genres and describe how genre affects the meaning and function of the texts. (Benchmark 1.B.5b) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 1. Use previewing and predicting before reading, and questioning during reading.(Stage I )
· 2. Relate reading with information from other sources (e.g., prior knowledge, personal experience, other reading) using a variety of strategies.(Stage I )
· 1. Relate reading to self, world, and other texts and experiences and make connections to related information.(Stage J )
· 2. Use both implicit and explicit information to form an interpretation of text.(Stage J )
· 6. Demonstrate fluency with age-appropriate materials.(Stage J )
· 3. Define the characteristics and structures of a variety of complex literary genres and analyze how genre affects the meaning and function of the texts.(Stage J )
· 4. Compare the author's strategies and organizational patterns in a variety of compositions.(Stage J )
· 5. Analyze and compare a variety of texts for purpose, structure, content, detail, and effect. (Stage J )
2. Students who meet this standard can comprehend a broad range of reading materials (Standard 1C).

· Evaluate how authors and illustrators use text and art across materials to express their ideas (e.g., complex dialogue, persuasive techniques). (Benchmark 1.C.5e) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 1. Ask questions before, during, and after reading which demonstrate that understanding of the reading has progressed.(Stage I )
· 2. Use topic, theme, organizational pattern, context, and point of view to guide interpretation.(Stage J )
· 3. Analyze and defend an interpretation of text by integrating interpretation with text-based support.(Stage J )
· 1. Use preview questions and predictions to guide reading across complex materials and confirm or deny predictions.(Stage J )
· 4. Evaluate how authors and illustrators use text and art to express their ideas.(Stage J )
· 11. Recognize types of writing (e.g., expository, persuasive, narrative).(Stage J )
· 6. Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate them to the purpose of the material.(Stage J )
· 7. Analyze the techniques and effects of writing strategies.(Stage J )
· 8. Synthesize key points and supporting detail to form conclusions.(Stage J )
English Language Arts 
Goal 2: Read and understand literature representative of various societies, eras and ideas. 

1. Students who meet this standard can understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning (Standard 2A).

· Evaluate the influence of historical context on form, style and point of view for a variety of literary works. (Benchmark 2.A.5d) 
· Compare and evaluate oral, written or viewed works from various eras and traditions and analyze complex literary devices (e.g., structures, images, forms, foreshadowing, flashbacks, stream of consciousness). (Benchmark 2.A.5a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 3. Explain how the author uses literary elements (e.g., point of view, character) to achieve an intended effect.(Stage I )
· 4. Identify details that reveal the author's style.(Stage I )
· 5. Evaluate the impact of the author's word choice, language structure, and syntax.(Stage I )
· 6. Identify the details that reveal the genre (e.g., short stories, novels, dramas, fables, biographies).(Stage I )
· 1. Evaluate how the author uses literary elements and techniques to achieve the intended effect.(Stage J )
· 5. Evaluate how a text reflects a culture, society, or historical period.(Stage J )
· 2. Support assertions with evidence from the text.(Stage J )
· 3. Critique the author's style or form.(Stage J )
· 4. Evaluate an understanding of the interrelationships among reader, author, form, and text.(Stage J )
English Language Arts 
Goal 3: Write to communicate for a variety of purposes. 

1. Students who meet this standard can compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific purposes and audiences (Standard 3B).

· Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences; exhibit clarity of focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence. (Benchmark 3.B.5a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 3. Communicate the intended message.(Stage J )
· 4. Elaborate ideas.(Stage J )
· 1. Organize around a structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context.(Stage J )
· 5. Employ appropriate editing and revision strategies. (Stage J )
· 8. Publish writing using an appropriate format.(Stage J )
· 6. Evaluate and demonstrate the use of figurative language.(Stage J )
· 7. Critique word and/or technique choices. (Stage J )
2. Students who meet this standard can communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes (Standard 3C).

· Communicate information and ideas in narrative, informative and persuasive writing with clarity and effectiveness in a variety of written forms using appropriate traditional and/or electronic formats; adapt content, vocabulary, voice and tone to the audience, purpose and situation. (Benchmark 3.C.5a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 1. Compose informational writing (e.g., narrative, expository, persuasive, argumentative) that supports a topic or thesis statement with well-articulated evidence.(Stage I )
· 4. Adjust voice, tone, vocabulary, and grammatical conventions according to both purpose and audience.(Stage I )
· 8. Write creatively for a specified purpose and audience.(Stage I )
· 5. Adjust voice, tone, vocabulary, and grammatical conventions according to purpose and audience. (Stage J )
English Language Arts 
Goal 4: Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations. 

1. Students who meet this standard can listen effectively in formal and informal situations (Standard 4A).

· Use techniques for analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of oral messages. (Benchmark 4.A.5b) 
· Use criteria to evaluate a variety of speakers' verbal and nonverbal messages. (Benchmark 4.A.5a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 4. Ask probing, idea-generating questions and make appropriate statements to clarify and add to meaning.(Stage I )
· 6. Critique the relationship between a speaker's verbal communication skills (e.g., work choice, pitch, feelings, tone, voice) and nonverbal messages (e.g., eye contact, gestures, facial expressions, posture, spatial proximity). (Stage I )
· 7. Modify, control, block out both internal and external distractions.(Stage I )
· 1. Demonstrate understanding of materials, concepts, and ideas.(Stage J )
· 5. Paraphrase and/or summarize information with appropriate editorial comment.(Stage J )
· 3. Analyze possible alternative viewpoints related to the content of verbal presentations (e.g., debates).(Stage J )
· 4. Develop and ask questions related to the content and purpose of oral/media presentations.(Stage J )
Social Science 
Goal 18: Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United States. 

1. Students who meet this standard can compare characteristics of culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, traditions and institutions (Standard 18A).

· Compare ways in which social systems are affected by political, environmental, economic and technological changes. (Benchmark 18.A.5a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 3. Analyze how various cultural groups have impacted the student's culture.(Stage I )
· 5. Assess the impact of outside influences on a given culture (e.g., western music on Asian society).(Stage I )
Fine Arts 
Goal 25: Know the language of the arts. 

1. Students who meet this standard can understand the sensory elements, organizational principles and expressive qualities of the arts (Standard 25A).

· Analyze and evaluate student and professional works for how aesthetic qualities are used to convey intent, expressive ideas and/or meaning. (Benchmark 25.A.5a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 9. Drama Performance: Analyze casting, blocking, and design choices. (Organizational Principles)(Stage I )
· 13. Drama Performance: Explain how performance "moments" in acting, scripting, and designing create an emotional impact. (Expressive Qualities)(Stage I )
· 7. Drama Performance: Analyze the use of unifying and contrasting characteristics to communicate story or idea. (Organizational Principles)(Stage I )
· 1. Visual Arts Performance: Analyze the relationship among elements, principles, and expressive qualities in a 2-D or 3-D work. (Sensory Elements, Organizational Principles, and Expressive Qualities)(Stage I )
· 1. Drama Performance: Compare movement and use of voice among characters. (Sensory Elements)(Stage J )
· 1. Visual Arts Performance: Discuss the use of aesthetic components in expressing theme. (Sensory Elements, Organizational Principles, and Expressive Qualities)(Stage J )
· 2. Visual Arts Performance: Debate the intent of a series of works by one artist. (Sensory Elements, Organizational Principles, and Expressive Qualities)(Stage J )
Fine Arts 
Goal 26:Through creating and performing, understand how works of art are produced. 

1. Students who meet this standard can understand processes, traditional tools and modern technologies used in the arts (Standard 26A).

· Common for all four arts: Analyze and evaluate how the choice of media, tools, technologies and processes support and influence the communication of ideas. (Benchmark 26.A.5a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 5. Visual Arts Performance: Debate the choice of techniques used to convey meaning in an art work of self and others. (Tools and Processes)(Stage I )
· 4. Visual Arts Performance: Discuss and evaluate an artist's ability to convey meaning based on the selection of materials and tools. (Tools and Processes)(Stage I )
· 2. Drama Performance: Adapt a text piece (e.g., poem, prose, monologue, scene, short story) for a performance. (Skills and Creating)(Stage I )
· 7. Drama Performance: Demonstrate improvisational skills. (Skills and Creating)(Stage I )
· 5. Drama Performance: Demonstrate concentration, observation, imagination, vocal and physical adaptation, memorization, relaxation, listening, reacting, motivation, and sensory recall in the creation of a drama/theater activity or performance. (Skills and Creating)(Stage I )
· 3. Visual Arts Performance: Describe, analyze, and evaluate an artist's work based on the choices (e.g., media, tools, technology) made to communicate the idea. (Tools and Processes)(Stage J )
2. Students who meet this standard can apply skills and knowledge necessary to create and perform in one or more of the arts. (Standard 26B).

· Common for all four arts: Create and perform a complex work of art using a variety of techniques, technologies and resources and independent decision making. (Benchmark 26.B.5a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 1. Visual Arts Performance: Construct a plan for a work of art based on: gathering information, making adjustments, evaluating the image in terms of criteria, and correlating intent and solution. (Skills and Creating)(Stage I )
Fine Arts 
Goal 27: Understand the role of the arts in civilizations, past and present. 

1. Students who meet this standard can understand how the arts shape and reflect history, society and everyday life (Standard 27B).

· Analyze how the arts shape and reflect ideas, issues or themes in a particular culture or historical period. (Benchmark 27.B.5a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 1. Analyze the impact of political actions, current events, and natural phenomena (e.g., wars, civil unrest, disasters, economic prosperity, discovery, technology, legislation) on the development and production of art.(Stage J )


	 Assessments
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	CRI Components

	 
	 
	Comprehension, Fluency, some word knowledge and definitely writing.

	 

	[image: image2.png]



	Evidence of Mastery

	 
	 
	One performance will serve as a basic indicator of understanding of a narrative moment and sequencing. 
Another performance will be used as a means of exploring the elements of a story: beginning, middle and end (again sequencing), as well as perspective. 
A narrative moment will be told in comic form. It will be judged on basic storytelling elements: who, when, where, what, why and beginning, middle and end as well as how the creator of the comic used visual elements to tell the story.
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	I Can Statements

	 
	 
	I can understand that comic book form can be used to tell any kind of story. 
I can understand that the comic artist has to make choices of what moments to show in the panels. 
I can tell a story of my own choosing in comic format, using sequencing, a simple beginning, middle and end format, as well as using simple visual elements like perspective, close ups and more distant views, etc.

	 

	 Student Learning Opportunities
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	Skills Needed

	 
	 
	Listening, active seeing, speaking, telling a story orally, performance in small groups, improvisation, observation, organizing, creative problem-solving, writing
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	Strategies

	 
	 
	Observing each other in improvisational performances and using observations in further creative problem solving. 
Transferring observations of physical movement and placement to artistic composition of comic panels. 
Narrowing down or condensing a story to fit in three comic panels.
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	Student Learning Activities

	 
	 
	Performance, discussion, improvisational theater games, writing, drawing/collage
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	Instructional Groups

	 
	 
	Performance in small groups. Discussion in large groups. Drawing/collaging and writing done individually.
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	Differentiation / Accommodation

	 
	 
	People uncomfortable with their drawing abilities may use cut out images from magazines to construct their panels. But everyone will be assured that the final product will not be judged on their ability to draw. Finally, discussions and performances will be done in groups, enabling those most comfortable to engage more fully while others may listen more or perform without having the full focus on them alone.
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	Homework

	 
	 
	This is a one day lesson plan. 

A unit may focus on writing about a historical event that had an impact on your life. This could incorporate research. The final narrative may include both historical and personal content. The unit may focus more on the culture of the storyteller. They may tell a memory that clearly defines their culture, or may show a moment where their culture was misunderstood, etc... Again, this could incorporate research and the content could be both personal and researched.
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