Man’s Inhumanity to Man

Student Handout

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:


For this unit in reading you will be working together in small groups to read Night by Elie Wiesel.  There will be 3 to 5 people in each group.  This book is an autobiographical account of an adolescent boy's experiences in the concentration camps.  Elie Wiesel is a Jew who was born in Transylvania and was taken from his home there to a camp in Poland.  He was transferred many times to various camps until he ended up at a camp in Germany.

Your group will have about four people in it.  Students from all homerooms will be mixed together.  This is an opportunity for you to get to know others on our team better while you work to learn about the life of a Holocaust survivor.

You will have about 4 weeks to read the book and accomplish all the required written elements.  You should type as much as possible.  You have already begun to read section one in the book.  The reading schedule for the rest of this unit is listed below.  The last two weeks will be spent in preparing a presentation for the team and performances of these presentations in the Little Theater.


WEEK ONE: pages 1-26

WEEK TWO: pages 27-54

WEEK THREE: pages 54-80

WEEK FOUR: pages 80-109
Instructions for the Group Project

Here are the required elements for your group’s project.  You may decide the format this project will take when handed in, but it needs to be neat and easy to follow.

I. Cover Art

A colored pencil or ink sketch of a portrait of the main character or an important scene from the book should be used for the cover art.  It must include the book title, the author’s name, and the names of each person in your group.  This should not be copied from the cover of the book.  Instead, create your own new cover for the book.

II. Table of Contents


This should include the heading for each section and the page/s in the packet where it is found.  Yes, this means you should number the pages!

III. Vocabulary List


Each student is responsible for doing his or her own vocabulary list with his or her name at the top.  All lists should be included in the packet turned in.  Each student’s list should have 10 words for each section - a total of 40 words.  Each word should have an entry that includes the word, its pronunciation, a definition and an original sentence.  Do not copy sentences from the book or a dictionary!  See the following example.


Languid, p. 10.  (lan’ gwid).  Indifferent, listless, does not care.


Students become languid in class when they are bored.
IV. Cast of Characters


Keep a record of all major characters and any minor characters that have a major impact on the life of the main character.  List them by name and tell if they are a protagonist or an antagonist.  Give a brief character description that includes an explanation of their importance to the story and/or the impact they had on the life of the main character.  See the following example.

Gollum:  Antagonist.


Gollum was a sneaky creature that lived in the dark goblin caves.  He had a magical ring that made him invisible.  Gollum is important because his ring is found by Bilbo, and becomes very important to Bilbo in solving various conflicts in the story.  Gollum also tried to kill Bilbo when he realized Bilbo had his precious ring.
V. Mapping It Out (Two Parts)

A. Map


Draw a map of the main character’s journey.  Make it as accurate as possible.  To do this well, you need to keep a list of each place mentioned in the book as you read.
B. Diagrams


You need to draw a diagram of at least one place the main character lived with as much detail and accuracy as possible.  This can be a room, a specific building, or an area of a town or camp.  Diagrams are usually line drawings, but you can make it more artistic if you wish.  This is also an area where you can earn some extra points by selecting more that one place to diagram.

VI. Record of Inhumanities


Keep a list of each thing that happens in the book that you feel is a kind of inhumane treatment.  It can be a specific thing that happens (example:  They beat Tobias until he was bleeding.), or it may be something more general (example:  They would not allow slaves to learn to read or get an education.).

VII. Timeline or Calendar of Events


Keep a record of all major events in the life of the main character as you read.  When you finish the book make a timeline or calendar that includes these events.  Make sure that the timeline or calendar is legible and complete.  Include specific dates where appropriate.

VIII. Evaluations


You will each be given an evaluation form to fill out.  You will evaluate yourself and each individual with whom you worked.  These will be done privately and taken seriously as the teacher determines each individual’s grade.
FINAL ASSESSMENT PROJECT


For a final assessment, each group must make a presentation of some sort to the rest of the team.  The purpose of this presentation will be to demonstrate to your classmates and teachers what you learned about Elie Wiesel and the inhumanities he experienced.  All group members must participate in some way.  See the following five choices.

I. Interview the Characters (Live or Videotape)

Create a script in which a person interviews the main character of the book.  This is a drama of sorts, similar to a serious talk show.  This script could include guest appearances by other characters in the book.  The questions the “talk show host” asks should be designed to help your classmates learn what happened to the main character, how he person felt, and the inhumane experiences he went through.  This can be a little creative with a set and costumes, or can be as simple as at a kitchen table.  If you want to make a video, but do not have a video recorder, you may be able to make arrangements to stay after school and film with one of the school’s cameras.

II. Perform a scene or scenes from the book


Create a short play that you perform live for the class.  Again, this play should help the class learn about the life of the main character with a focus on the inhumane things that happened.  There can be one long scene, or a few short scenes of various events.  A narrator may be used to help "set the stage" or explain the significance of a scene/s.  This should include some costuming, but does not have to be spectacular.  Actor’s voices need to be heard!

III. Traditional Presentation using visual aids


You may prefer the more traditional presentation format.  Use a poster board (or more that one poster board).  Divide up the “speeches” so that everyone has something to say.  This is a simpler thing to do, but can be very effective.

IV. PowerPoint Presentation


If anyone knows how to use Power Point to create a computer presentation or slide show, this is acceptable.  Not all rooms have computers with the correct software to do this, but some in the lab do.  Also, the content is the most important part of your grade, so using technology that looks good, but says nothing, will not get you a better grade!
V.  Art Gallery


Draw/paint a series of pictures that you use to explain significant people and events from the book.

VI. Come up with your own project.  Of course, your teacher must approve any alternate presentation proposals.

