NEIU Chicago Teachers’ Center 

Unit Plan Template

Title: What Makes You Special?
Guiding Question/Issue: How do the significant events in our lives shape our identities?
Subject Area(s) Addressed

Main & Integration Areas
Reading, Writing & Dance 

Grade Level(s)

5-8

Length of Unit (# of days)

10 sessions

Goals and Standards (Only the # needed

 indicate IL or CAS standard; IL IV-A)

IL Language Arts Standards 1B, 1C, 2A, 2B, 

3B, 3C 

IL Dance Standards 25A, 26A

Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., 

Chicago Reading Initiative elements, CMSI, national content area standards, etc.):

CRI: Vocabulary, Comprehension, Writing

Social/Affective Goals & Objectives (for group/class development & individual)

Positive development of self-image through the description of personally significant events, while using arts integration and abstract movement to create a safe space for exploration. 
Abstract (about 25-50 words)
Through the reading of the book Sahara Special, students will explore significant events in 

their lives as compared to the lives of Sahara Jones and Darrell Sikes.  Through the creation 

of movement, students will develop the use of sensory elements and detail in their personal descriptive writing.  The unit will culminate with students creating a book and dance piece, 

“My Lifeline”.
Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students

Students will explore the significant events in their own lives, comparing them to the main 

characters and exploring how those events create their identity.
Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application

Students will explore and develop their self-image as well as their ability to express themselves through writing and movement.
Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc)

Graphic Organizer (Sense Webbing)

Arts Integration (Literacy and Movement)
Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?)

The use of movement to convey ideas allows students to share and express thoughts outside of their first or second languages.  Additionally, this unit’s emphasis on personal stories can validate a student’s personal culture.  The development of sensory details is an important strategy for literacy in any language.  Sensory elements can be heightened through the use of vocabulary from a second language or a bilingual story (i.e, writing the personal story in English, using Spanish words for emphasis, or a dual language story where the language may be written in one language, translated into another and published in both languages for a wider audience).
Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives

Using movement, accessing sensory information and developing descriptive writing relate this content to many different types of learners.
Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction

Types of movement (hands only) can be used for specific learners, sense webbing can be limited to a single or pair of senses, or written assignments can be more specific to request a limited description of an event.  Teacher or aide can work with individual students or groups to provide help in analyzing or organizing information or clarification of directions to begin any of the processes (writing, webbing or movement).  If necessary, all work can be done whole group or small group with members donating their individual life events to part of a group piece.
Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master

Using abstract movement and sensory details to assist vocabulary development, reading comprehension and descriptive writing
List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form

Frontloading (Week 1)

· Dance/Movement -- pedestrian movement, abstract movement 

· Read first 1/3 of text, Sahara Special 
· Sense web vocabulary words to learn process/abstraction

(What is the sound of special, what is the taste, what does special look like)
Asking Questions (Week 1 and 2)
· Develop class and individual question lists/wonder books

· Vocabulary

· Characters 

· Personal events in students’ own lives

· Questions about the novel

· Read second 1/3 of text

List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form

Organizing and Analyzing Information (Week 3 and 4)
· Large group creates sense webs and movement for Sahara’s most significant life event, then describe the event in a short essay/paragraph

· Small groups create sense webs and movement for Darrell’s most significant life event, then individually describe the event in a short essay/paragraph

· Read last 1/3 of text

· Class discusses: How do the significant events in the characters’ lives shape their identities?

List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form

Organizing and Analyzing Information (Week 3 and 4) continued
· Individuals create sense webs for the 3 most significant events in their lives

· Introduce lines as abstract drawings, 

· (curved, flowing, jagged, closed, open)

· Draw lines for vocabulary words

· Students draw the line of Sahara’s life

· Students draw the line of their own life and place an X at the point of each significant event

· Students create a sense web for each of the 3 significant events

List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form

Creating Artifacts of Knowledge (Week 4 and 5)

(If possible, a larger space such as a lunchroom or gym should be used for this final piece of the unit.  If not possible, students can be separated so that some can work on writing while others use the space for movement.  If individual movement is too intimidating, small group dances can be made with each student donating their movements and line to the larger group.  These pieces can be assembled as the group chooses.  As the movement is abstract, the actual life event need not be explained to the group.)
· Students create individual movement for each significant event

· Students write an essay/paragraph for each significant event

· Students create a dance by moving across the space in the line of their life, stopping at each significant event to do the movement created for that event

· Students share and revise their dance based on peer/teacher feedback

· Students revise their essay/paragraphs based on their dance revisions

· Publishing of writings to be determined by individuals, class and teacher

Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics)
Individuals and small groups would be assessed based on their sense webs and writings as graded by teacher using teacher developed rubric.  Peer assessments would be used to critique performances through rubrics developed in class by students before dances were created (both in small group performances and individual performances).
Resources/Materials Required

Students must wear appropriate clothing for movement.  Class must have a CD player if music is used.
[image: image1.png]Northeastern
Illinois

University

CHICAGO TEACHERS’ CENTER
770 NORTH HALSTED, SUITE 420
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60622



[image: image2.png]1978 - 2003




NEIU/Chicago Teachers’ Center Unit Template • Page 3

