NEIU Chicago Teachers’ Center 

Lesson Plan Template

	Title of Lesson Plan/Activity

What makes Sahara and Darrell Special?

	Brief Description/Overview (25-50 words)
Students will analyze the most significant event in the main character’s life through group creation of a sense web, followed by creation of movement to represent ideas from the web.   Students will then work in small groups to analyze another significant event from one of the characters in the story, creating sense webs and small group dances. 

	Subject Area(s)

Main & Integration Areas
Reading, Writing & Dance 


	Grade Level(s)

5-8
	Length of Lesson Plan (# of minutes or periods/days)

2, one-hour class periods or 

3, 40-minute class periods

	Goals and Standards (Only the # needed

 indicate IL or CAS standard; IL IV-A)

IL Language Arts Standards 1B, 1C, 2A, 2B, 

3B, 3C 

IL Dance Standards 25A, 26A
	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., 

Chicago Reading Initiative elements, CMSI, national content area standards, etc.):

CRI: Vocabulary, Comprehension, Writing



	Student Grouping(e.g. whole class, small groups, etc.)

Whole group/Small group

	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master

Using abstract movement and sensory details to assist vocabulary development, reading comprehension and descriptive writing

	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students



	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application



	Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc)



	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?)
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	 Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives



	Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction



	Describe Procedure(s) for Conducting Activity (Teacher Procedures):
· Introduce the word significant and create a definition as a class, compare with dictionary.  

· Introduce the word identity and create a definition as a class, compare with dictionary.

· Discuss the most significant event in Sahara’s life

· Create a Sense Web through describing sensory elements of the event in a web

· Move furniture to create a dance space

· Create movement as a whole class for 5 of the most interesting elements of the sense web

· Combine these movements into a dance phrase that describes the event

· Group writes an essay/paragraph to describe the event

· Divide class into small groups

· Have each group create a Sense Web to describe the most significant event in Darrell’s life

· As a whole group, create a rubric for the creation of a dance phrase of Darrell’s most significant life event

· Each group creates a dance phrase 

· Individual students evaluate each dance phrase anonymously and turn in to teacher

· Individual students write an essay/paragraph to describe the event

	Describe Student Procedure(s)including TIMING

(a “how-to” for students that they would understand)



	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics
Small groups would be assessed based on their sense webs as graded by teacher using teacher developed rubric.  Peer assessments would be used to critique performances through rubrics developed in class by students before dances were created. 

	Resources/Materials Required

Students must wear appropriate clothing for movement.  Class must have a CD player if music is used.



NEIU/Chicago Teachers’ Center Lesson Plan Template • Page 2

